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· Opportunities

Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

The Long Bay Hotel, Antigua

The boutique Long Bay Hotel, Antigua is offering all 'bona fide' press a 50% late availability discount on their stay at the hotel (subject to availability)

The water sports and tennis court may appeal to the sportier amongst you, or maybe the white sandy beach and fantastic snorkelling is more your thing. Either way, the retro chic style that has featured in Elle magazine, the last of a dying breed of old style Caribbean hotels, is a joy to experience.

Visit: www.longbayhotel.com and www.antigua-vip.com. Contact: Clare Hickie

Clare at clarehickie@aol.com 

Insight guides 

Insight has launched new guides to Perth & Surroundings, New South Wales, Queensland & The Great Barrier Reef, and Tasmania.

The latest guides complement the Insight Guide to Australia and New Zealand's Best Hotels and Resorts, which lists 300 hotels independently reviewed by more than 50,000 customers.  Visit: www.insightguides.com.

 

For review copies contact Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

· Industry news

Australia: Jupiters Casino

The official opening of the new look Jupiters Casino in the Gold Coast, Australia has taken place. Visit: www.conrad.com.au/jupiters. Contact Donna Campbell at campbelld@tabcorp.com.au.

Austria: Largest Gondola Lift opens in Mayrhofen

Austria's biggest gondola cableway, with the longest haulage cable in Europe, starts operating on 9 December 2006 in Mayrhofen. Carrying 1,200 passengers per hour, the lift takes skiers to the top stage to start the 5 km descent down the Ahorn in the mountain world of the Zillertal. Contact: Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

Canada: British Columbia

British Columbia’s Okanagan Icewine Festival at Sun Peaks Resort (15 – 18 January 2007) mixes wine tasting and fun on the slopes. Visit www.sunpeaksresort.com. Contact 

www.thewinefestivals.com. Contact: Nim Singh at singh.nim@ctc-cct.ca.

Canada: Québec

The province of Québec, Canada enjoyed a 26% increase in UK visitor in the 12 months to September 2006. In percentage terms Québec has shown a greater increase in UK visitors in September than any other Canadian province. Visit: www.bonjourquebec.co.uk 

Contact: Josephine Wiggall Lazarus at dquk@destinationquebec.co.uk
Dubai

The Angsana Spa Emirates Hills, Dubai has opened. Visit www.angsanaspa.com. Contact: Lau Foong Yee at pr@angsana.com.

Egypt 

Uniworld's 2007 brochure includes two Egypt river cruises along the fascinating Nile. Visit www.uniworld.com. Contact Arnelle Kendall at akendall@uniworld.com
Gran Canaria 

The Salobre villas and Sheraton Salobre Resort & Spa, which opened in the summer, offers one and two bedroom houses overlooking the property’s 18 hole golf course and 10 minutes by complimentary shuttle to Maspalomas Dunes Beach and Beach Club. Visit:  www.sheraton.com/grancanaria. Contact Lucy Macfadyen at kaya@annscott.co.uk.

New Zealand: 101 top Kiwi must-do's

New Zealand's Automobile Association has selected 101 Kiwi must-do's and is asking New Zealanders to rate them online. The top 10 currently includes Marlborough Sounds, Fiordland National Park, Bay of Islands and New Zealand camping grounds. The results will be announced in March 2007. www.aatravel.co.nz/101-must-dos-for-kiwis. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk.

New Zealand wins 'favourite long-haul country' 

New Zealand's has won the award for 'favourite long-haul country' at the 20th Guardian, Observer and Guardian Unlimited Travel Awards ceremony in Cape Town. Visit www.travel.guardian.co.uk/awards2006. Contact Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

UK visitor numbers to New Zealand on the up

Figures released from Statistics New Zealand show the number of visitors to New Zealand increased by 1.7% this September compared with the same time last year, with the UK market showing a growth of 1.8%. Visit: www.tourismnewzealand.com/tourism_info/latest-news. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk.

South Africa: Cape Town 

The Vineyard Hotel and Spa in Cape Town's suburb of Newlands. Has received two Imvelo Awards for responsible tourism. Visit www.vineyard.co.za. Contact David Hickman at dhickman@impact-sales-int.com.
Spain: British continue interest in Spanish cities

Figures produced by www.holidaylettings.co.uk show a continuing growth in the purchase and supply of holiday homes in Spain. Contact Kate Stinchcombe at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk.

Tenerife: Siam Park

The Siam Park water theme park will open in Tenerife in Spring 2007. Inspired by the old King of Thailand, Siam, the water park will be the biggest in Europe providing 185,000 square metres of attractions and 25 ‘Thai’ buildings. Visit: www.webtenerife.com. Contact Emily Goodfellow at emily.goodfellow@axissm.com

UK: Cadbury World

Cadbury World in Bournville has won the Gold Award for Large Visitor Attraction at the Heart of England Excellence In Tourism awards. Visit www.cadburyworld.co.uk. Contact: James Bovill at jamesb@willoughby-pr.co.uk 
UK: London 

Seventeen of Marriott’s Greater London hotels, from The Grosvenor House Hotel to Marriott County Hall Hotel, have achieved Green Globe certification (www.greenglobeglobal.com).

Green Globe accreditation, which was created from the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio, certifies that the organisation, from a destination to a hotel, cruise ship or destination, is adhering to specific environmental and social standards. 

They are among the first UK hotels to achieve this standard and demonstrate a measurable commitment to reducing the environmental impact its business activities. Contact: Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

UK: Dartmoor

The Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust (DPHT) runs an adoption scheme as part of its work to ensure that the traditional Dartmoor pony does not become extinct. Single-coloured with long manes and tails, some still run wild and free on the moor but their numbers are declining rapidly. Visit: www.holwelldartmoor.co.uk and www.holne-chase.co.uk Contact: Philippa Hughes at pkh@pangolinprofile.co.uk.

USA: Florida: Winter Park 

Chicago stone-carver Walter Arnold brings an exciting array of works to the Polasek Museum’s East Gallery from January 16 through February 25, 2007 with his Gargoyles and Grotesques. Visit: www.polasek.org. Contact: Claire Ponsonby at cponsonby@polasek.org.

USA: New York City Plus goes online

The New York State Division of Tourism has launched NYC, which provides a ‘One Stop Shop’ for all New York State tours, offering ready-made itineraries, information on hotels, attractions, shopping and many other useful resources for the Travel Market. Visit: www.nylovesu.co.uk Contact Rebecca Aldridge at rebeccaaldridge@mppr.org. 

Austrian flies back to Iraq

Austrian will be the first European airline operating services to Iraq when it starts twice weekly flights between Vienna and Erbil in Northern Iraq from 11 December 2006. Contact: Melanie Grubb at melanie.grubb@virgin.net.

Etihad Airways
Etihad Airways, the National Airline of the United Arab Emirates, has announced that it will launch its new flight between Abu Dhabi and the Iranian capital, Tehran from December 2006.
Contact: Handy, Chloe at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.

Lufthansa

Lufthansa will become the first European carrier to operate connecting flights from the UK to Busan, South Korea from its summer timetable 2007. Contact Gudrun Gorner at gudrun.gorner@dlh.de.

Ocean Village fleet

The new Berlitz Complete Guide to Cruising 2007 has rated the original Ocean Village ship and AIDAblu, which will join the Ocean Village fleet as Ocean Village Two in April 2007, as the best ships in the mainstream or ‘popular’ cruise sector. 
The Berlitz Complete Guide to Cruising ranks the ships on levels of service, entertainment, cruise destinations, food, the overall look and feel of the ship and the accommodation. 

Contact Samantha Darlaston at oceanvillage@consol.co.uk.

Virgin Atlantic 

Virgin Atlantic Airways has launched its first direct services between Manchester and St Lucia. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic is launching its first Premium Economy advertising campaign for four years to mark the arrival of its new wider seat and new onboard service, which includes a new meal service and dedicated cabin crew. A cinema commercial, Virgin Atlantic’s, will spearhead the campaign first for five years, which will run in cinemas in London and the South East from 17 November for ten weeks. Contact Katie Francis at Katie.Francis@fly.virgin.com.

Coastline

Coastline is a new Mediterranean villa company launching for summer 2007 with a handpicked range of 22 villas in Ibiza, Mallorca and Corsica. All villas feature private swimming pools and are within easy reach of some of the Med’s finest beaches. Visit www.coastline.co.uk. Contact: Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com.

BKWine

BKWine, based in France, supplies wine information and photography to the media and runs a series of popular wine tours throughout Europe. Visit: www.bkwine.com/wine. Contact Britt Karlsson at info@bkwine.com.

Brussels Airlines

SN Brussels Airlines and Virgin Express has merged to create Brussels Airlines. Visit: www.brusselsairlines.com. Contact: Agata Betkowska at abetkowska@brusselsairlines.com.

Canadian Affair

Canadian Affair will be launching low-cost flights from London Heathrow to Toronto Pearson International Airport in May 2007. Visit: visit www.canadianaffair.com. Contact: Charlie Hampton at CHampton@Bell-Pottinger.co.uk.

· Leads

Bolivia: the largest salt flats in the world 

Experience Bolivia's diversity is available on a 13-night tour with Sunvil Latin America with a visit to the Salar de Uyuni - the largest salt flats in the world, covering over 10,000 square km, and a two-night stay at the Luna Salada - a hotel built entirely from salt! Other highlights include the highest city in the world - La Paz, with its Witches' Market providing a fascinating insight to Bolivia's indigenous rituals and beliefs - the Tiwanaku ruins, which predate their more famous Peruvian counterparts, and the wild, towering peaks of the Andes in Madidi National Park. Visit: www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact: Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk.

Brazil: wildlife 

Jaguar, puma, giant anteater, giant otter and tapir are South America’s five largest mammals, all of which can be seen in Brazil by combining northern Pantanal with the South Amazonian region. Wildlife and natural history experts, Reef and Rainforest Tours offer a wildlife itinerary combining the best wildlife viewing opportunities available in Brazil. Visit: www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at: ristichj@aol.com
Canada: the polar bear cam

The Polar Bear Cam broadcasts the annual polar bear aggregation near Churchill, enabling web-surfers worldwide to watch the bears via live streaming video. For 2006 Frontiers North's Tundra Buggy(R) Adventure (www.tundrabuggy.com) has teamed up with National Geographic Magazine (www.ngm.com), Polar Bears International (www.polarbearsinternational.org) and with WildlifeHD (www.wildlifehd.com) to broadcast the bears' activity. Contact: John Gunter at john@frontiersnorth.com
Caribbean 

This romantic retreat on the privately owned island of Little Thatch provides the ultimate in escapism. One of only two properties on the island, it is perched right on the beach, fringed with palm and sea grape trees. Four evening boat transfers to nearby Tortola. Visit www.carib-club.com. Contact: Julia Farish at Julia.farish@travelpr.co.uk. 

China

Travellers wanting to see some of the more scenic and remote parts of China can consider a cycling holiday in Southern China. Flight Centre is offering a 10-day cycling holiday that starts and ends in Hong Kong and lets travellers explore the Guangxi Province in lesser-known southern China by pedal power. Cycling up to 50 kilometres day travellers get off the main road and cycle through remote areas where life moves at a much slower pace. Visit: (www.flightcentre.co.uk). Contact: Karin Jones at karin.jones@flightcentre.co.uk.

Greece: Cephalonia

Exclusive Escapes the upmarket tour operator will be offering ‘Hidden Cephalonia’ for the first time in 2007. Cephalonia or Kefalonia is the largest of the Ionian Islands in western Greece and an upmarket and off-the-beaten track destination. Visit www.exclusiveescapes.co.uk. Contact Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.

Germany: Little Trains of Germany 

The former East Germany's still functional steam railways recall the country's previous partition - a cultural divide as much as a geographical one. Ffestiniog Travel runs y a 10-day journey through forested hills on the Czech border, visiting Germany's largest island (Rügen) and alighting to explore historical Dresden - set on the banks of the Elbe and considered one of Europe's greenest cities. Visit: www.ffestiniogtravel.co.uk. Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Guatemala 

The Hotel Casa Santo Domingo in the colonial town of Antigua is the owners' dream to rescue the Dominican convent and church - jewels of 17th century Guatemalan architecture. At night, the hotel, its antique furnishings and walled gardens are lit by hundreds of candles. Visit: www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact: Julia Farish at Julia.farish@travelpr.co.uk
Iceland: Flags of our Fathers

Clint Eastwood's new film Flags of our Fathers (released 22 December) details the vital WWII Battle of Two Jima between Japan and America. Iceland was the predominant filming location, chosen for its resemblance to Two Jima's winter landscapes. Visitors can bathe in the Blue Lagoon and watch the Northern Lights on Explore's four-day 'Superjeeps and Snowmobiles' Family Adventure - travelling in outrageous vehicles that use huge tyres and sat-nav to bounce around ancient lava fields. Visit www.explore.co.uk. Contact Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Iceland 

Kaldi, Iceland’s first micro –brewed beer is brewed using a traditional Czech method by husband and wife team, Bruggsmidjan EHF, in Árskógssandur, northeast Iceland. The pair aims to open a pub in the centre of the town and claim that Kaldi is healthier than other beers as it contains no added sugar or preservatives and is not pasteurised. Contact: Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk, 
Italy, Rome 

The Rome Cavalieri Hilton, a five-star hotel known for its historic art collection, has acquired three of Giovani Battista Tiepolo's most important rococo paintings. It is the highest amount ever spent on paintings at auction in Italian history.

Tiepolo's Ulysses Discovers Achilles Among the Daughters of Lycomedes, Apollo skins Mars and Hercules and Anteus grace the lobby gallery of the hotel that houses one of the country's most important private art collections, especially respected for its grand array of 18th-century pieces. Visit: www.cavalieri-hilton.it. Contact: Kim Salt at kim.salt@hiltonint.com.

Kenya


Five Maasai villages in Kenya are the focus of The Travel Foundation’s new project in the Mara Triangle, a principal tourism area of the Masai Mara Game Reserve. The project, working with local tourism stakeholders and UK outbound tour operators, is developing a sustainable Maasai village tourism experience that ensures that the Maasai tribe benefits both economically and socially from excursions made to their villages by tourists. Contact: Hazel Stinson at hwatson@bgb.co.uk.

Namibia 

Expert Africa offers flights in light aircraft over the spectacular dunes of the Namibia Desert and along the coast to Swakopmund before embarking on nature drives in open 4WDs, a private picnic beneath a camel thorn tree, white rhino tracking on foot and a boat trip around Walvis Bay in search of dolphins and seals. Visit: www.expertafrica.com. Contact: Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk.

New Zealand: Bay Of Islands Sailing Week 

The Bay Regatta, as it's informally known, is held in the beautiful Bay of Islands at the top of North Island between 23 and 26 January, and is considered by many to be yacht racing 'how it used to be' - with intense and exciting racing and relentless socialising in the beer tent in the evenings. The event is free for spectators. Visit: www.opuaonline.co.nz. Contact: Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

New Zealand: fossil forest 

New Zealand is home to one of world's most extensive and least disturbed fossil forests. For four hours either side of low tide at Curio Bay in The Catlins, petrified trees or fallen log fossils over 180 million years old are revealed in the coastal bedrock. Visit www.newzealand.com. Contact: Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Northern Ireland 

The Antrim Coast Road has been ranked the fifth most beautiful spot in the world. 

Winding its way through the Glens of Antrim and taking in the villages of Ballygalley, Waterfoot and Cushendun, the survey says the stretch of road is the prettiest part of the British Isles. The road, which was built between 1832 and 1842, has some of the most breathtaking scenery in the world and has often been compared with Australia’s Great Ocean Road. Visit: www.gotobelfast.com. Contact: Maeve Davey at maeve@belfastvisitor.com 
 

Norway: Polar Bear Spitsbergen hike 

Explore are offering a Polar Bear Spitsbergen hike with the chance to experience Arctic wilderness in northern Norway including frozen fjords, long summer days and remote settlements and the world's northernmost post office - that lend Svalbard. Visit: www.explore.co.uk. Contact: Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk.

Panama 

Reef and Rainforest Tours is offering a 14-day Panama Wildlife Adventure to experience the birds and mammals of the rainforest including the harpy eagle, and the tropical forests of deepest Darien. Panama connects North and South America and enjoys extensive Pacific and Caribbean shorelines.  It boasts almost 1000 species of birds, more than 14,000 identified plant species (including 1500 trees) and 5000 known animal species including jaguar and puma.
 
The dry summer season runs from mid-December to mid-April, with temperatures averaging 80F/27C year round.  Panama is below the hurricane belt and has not experienced noteworthy volcanic activity for 600 years.

 
Visit: www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. Contact Jovanka Ristic at ristichj@aol.com
Spain 

Hispanophiles Duende Flamenco offer fully escorted, small group city breaks to Madrid, Seville and Cordoba with the promise that you won’t get lost, won’t get ripped off, will eat like locals, see the best shows and tour the most authentic areas of each city. Contact Graham Benge at geebeecars@aol.com.

USA: Philadelphia: the Mummers Parade 

Thousands gather on New Years Day on Philadelphia’s Market Street for the unique Mummer’s Parade, which offers extravagant costumes, lively music and dance. This traditional and unique festival of jubilee has brought together Philadelphians and visitors alike since before the revolution.

The festivities begin at 9am with over 15,000 participants marching through the streets on the morning of January 1 and will continue throughout the day. Visit www.mummers.com and www.mummersmuseum.com. Contact Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

USA: Florida: The Marathon Seafood Festival

The Florida Keys are renowned for their succulent fish and seafood, including Key West pink shrimp, spiny lobster and the shellfish conch (pronounced “konk”). 

During the Marathon Seafood Festival, set for Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 March 2007, in the heart of the Keys at Marathon, eateries throughout the 120-mile-long island chain offer visitors cuisine featuring tropical fruits, Caribbean and Cuban influences and fish dishes ranging from delicate fish with elegant sauces to savoury conch fritters and chowder. Visit: www.fla-keys.com.uk. Contact Lisa Cooper at lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com
USA: Florida

Blue Man Group, the successful live entertainment experience is coming to Universal Orlando Resort in June 2007. The Group will permanently occupy a newly created live performance venue accessible from both Universal CityWalk and Universal Studios. Visit: www.universalorlando.co.uk. Contact: Chloe Handy at chloe.handy@fleishmaneurope.com.

· Reasons to write about

The Kansas outdoor  

Trail Riding

Visitors wanting to experience natural Kansas can walk through wildflowers in prairies undisturbed by civilization, view wildlife in their natural environments, or discover some of the best geological finds in the world. Regardless of the season or interest, the wild beauty of Kansas offers wonderful travel opportunities for the outdoor enthusiast.

In south central Kansas, the Gypsum Hills (or Red Hills) feature flat mesas, deep canyons, sharp high hills, and red soils. The Gyp Hills Trail Rides take place during the first three weekends in May at the Gant-Larson Ranch. Trail riders must provide their own horses, but for those who don’t own horses or ride, horse-drawn wagon rides are provided. The ranch also offers a women-only trail ride in April. The Gypsum Hills Scenic Byway bisects this area of buttes and canyons and extends for 42 miles from Medicine Lodge to Coldwater on U.S. 160.

Hiking

At one time, most of North America was prairie. Today, most of America’s remaining virgin prairie can be found in Kansas, and numerous opportunities exist for visitors to experience the beauty of the tall grass prairie. The Tall grass Prairie National Preserve in the heart of the Flint Hills near Strong City is the only unit in the National Park System dedicated to the rich cultural history of the prairie, considered to be the most endangered ecosystem in the world. 

Travellers can take a guided bus tour into the 10,714-acre preserve or hike one of their trails. 

The Konza Prairie Biological Station, south of Manhattan, is owned and operated by Kansas State University and the Nature Conservancy. Much of the prairie is used for research purposes, but several hiking trails take visitors into the heart of the prairie.

Biking

The Cimarron National Grassland was formed when the federal government purchased some of the most severely wind-eroded land during the Dust Bowl era. The land has since been rejuvenated and is now administered by the U.S. Forest Service. A 19-mile hiking and biking trail runs parallel to the original route of the Santa Fe Trail. The 180,000-acre grassland also features primitive and established camping sites, and a self-guided scenic driving tour.

Fishing

Many of the state’s lakes and reservoirs have hiking trails including 13 miles of trails at Kanopolis Lake in the Smoky Hills near Ellsworth. These lakes also offer great fishing opportunities as well as spots for camping and boating. Wilson Lake near Sylvan Grove is considered to be one of the best windsurfing spots in the country. For those visitors wanting to camp, several Kansas state parks offer “Rent-A-Camp” providing all of the necessary gear for a low daily fee.

Birdwatching

Only two states in the nation have designated wetlands of international importance – Kansas and Florida. Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area, north of Great Bend, attracts nearly half of North America’s shorebird population during the spring and fall migration. The Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, located south of Great Bend, is on the central flyway for migrating birds.

Wildlife

Other wildlife areas throughout the state also support an impressive collection of wildlife. The state’s largest herd of buffalo can be seen at the Maxwell Wildlife Refuge near Canton, and the Sandsage Bison Range in Garden City supports another large herd. For a state of its size Kansas has a large number of accredited zoos of all sizes. Wichita, Garden City, Hutchinson, Topeka, Emporia, and Manhattan all boast high-calibre zoos. The Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure, located on 95 acres west of Salina, is dedicated to the conservation and propagation of rare and endangered animals.

Outdoor Activities 

Wonderful country bed and breakfasts allow guests to sit back and enjoy the peacefulness of the countryside and range from upscale country inns to working ranches. Many offer outdoor activities such as hiking, self-guided wildflower tours, wildlife watching, and fishing. For a unique prairie experience, participate in a real cattle drive at the J.L. Canyon Ranch in Brookville, the Moore Ranch near Bucklin or the Victorian Veranda Country Inn in Lawrence. The Prairie Drifter sunset tour in Cottonwood Falls gives visitors a memorable prairie experience on the back of a 1950s Kansas wheat truck as it travels through the prairie for spectacular sunset views.

Visit: www.TravelKs.com. Contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk.

The US Virgin Islands

Yacht Haven Grande, St. Thomas 

Set to debut in March 2007, the $150 million Yacht Haven Grande marina will be a mixed-use luxury lifestyle destination overlooking the largest natural harbour in the Caribbean.  The complex will feature a Yacht Club, extensive retail and office space, four restaurants and 12 three-bedroom condominiums with balconies facing the sparkling waters. 

From its Long Bay Harbour location, yachtsmen will be able to dock vessels up to 450 feet in length, refuel in-slip and have in-slip access to high-speed communications connections. Visit www.yachthavengrande.com.

Crown Bay Center, St. Thomas

Opening December 2006 on St. Thomas, the $28 million Crown Bay Center is an upscale, waterfront retail shopping, entertainment and commercial center.

Frederiksted Revitalisation, St. Croix

The Ann E. Abramson Marine Facility - the main cruise ship port for St. Croix - and the Frederiksted pier area have undergone a complete renovation. Visitors and residents can now enjoy a lush park, fountains and cobbled pedestrian paths stretching a one-quarter mile along the town’s waterfront. Along the waterfront, an elevated stage offers the perfect setting for Frederiksted’s monthly Sunset Jazz Festivals where residents and visitors can enjoy music from locally and internationally acclaimed jazz artists.

Carambola Beach Resort, St. Croix

Carambola Beach Resort, located on the lush North Shore of St. Croix is currently undergoing a $20 million refurbishment project, which includes extensive renovation of the property’s 151 luxury guestrooms and the debut of a new 2068 square-foot spa with five treatment rooms. The anticipated completion date is winter 2007. 
 

The Ritz-Carlton

The newly renovated Ritz-Carlton on St.Thomas includes a private key activated club lounge with 55 lavish guestrooms, 16 executive suites, 4 presidential suites as well as 2 exclusive villas is due to be fully completed for December 2006.

  

Ft. Christian 

The 325-year-old fort is now open to the public even though work to stabilize and restore the structure is still taking place.  The building is a National Landmark noted for its gothic clock tower.

Villa Botanica at Plantation Crown and Hawk

The five and half acre historic sugar cane plantation which lies 500 meters above the harbour of St. Thomas is being restored to the beautiful botanical garden that it once was in the 1890s. After a number of various owners this breathtaking plantation will soon be open to the public as the first historical botanical garden on St. Thomas.

Northwest Airlines

Northwest is introducing a new non-stop flight from their hub in Detroit Metro Airport to St. Thomas from January 2007.

          

Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

The Slovenian capital of Ljubljana

From 3 December, visitors to Ljubljana will be able to take in the sights, sounds and seasonal aromas of the Slovene capital’s Christmas market. Snaking through the cobbled streets, the market stalls are decked with ribbons, mistletoe and thousands of festive lights, which illuminate the capital’s old quarter.

Away from the market the compact city of Ljubljana boasts a mediaeval hilltop castle, picturesque river, old cobbled streets, quaint squares, antique shops, a bustling market, museums, galleries, a wealth of cultural, historic and architectural sites of interest, plus a wide choice of restaurants offering excellent local and international cuisine.

Visit www.justslovenia.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

Adelaide 

Adelaide, which is a city known for year round events, a buzzing nightlife and classy eateries, has committed A$23million over the next four years to attract and promote major events.
 

New events for 2007 include the International Rugby Boards’ inaugural Rugby Seven’s event in April and the Adelaide International Guitar Festival in November.

 

The Adelaide Oval, considered by many to be the world’s most picturesque cricket ground, will host the Tour Down Under cycling race (16 to 21 January) before going on to host the WOMADelaide Music Festival and the Adelaide International Film Festival. 

 

The Adelaide Fringe Festival, Australia’s largest arts event and the second largest Fringe in the world next to Edinburgh, will become an annual event in 2007 running for an additional week (8 to 31 March). It will coincide with the World Police & Fire Games (16 to 25 March). 

 

Adelaide’s other annual events and activities include:

Adelaide Bank Festival of Arts


Jacob’s Creek Open Championship

Clipsal 500 Adelaide 



Adelaide Cabaret Festival 

Royal Adelaide Show 



Panasonic World Solar Challenge 

Classic Car Rally 



Credit Union Christmas Pageant 

Adelaide International Horse Trials 

Adelaide Cup Horse Racing Carnival

Adelaide Festival of Ideas 


Bay to Birdwood Run & Classic Motorfest Tasting Australia 

Adelaide also boasts trendy restaurants like Goodlife Modern Organic Pizza on stylish Hutt Street, Esca at the popular seaside suburb of Glenelg and classic Italian cuisine at Cibo Ristorante on leafy O’Connell Street. 

 

For the freshest produce in town, Adelaide is home to the largest covered food market in the Southern Hemisphere, the Adelaide Central Market, a location buzzing with sounds, colours and wondrous aromas – exactly the place for food lovers.

 

Nightspots include Garage Bar, Savvy, the Moskva Vodka Bar, Boho, and the Apothecary 1878. Or, for a more casual experience, The Archer Hotel in stylish North Adelaide or the Austral Hotel on Rundle Street is great spots for a cold beer and funky live music.

 

Some of country’s finest collections of Australian art can be found in Adelaide while contemporary arts and crafts are found at the JamFactory. The Art Gallery of South Australia houses exclusive artworks ranging from the classic to the cutting edge. 

 

The city’s cultural attractions include the South Australian Museum, which boasts the world’s largest exhibition of Aboriginal artefacts, the State Library, the Art Gallery of South Australia and the National Wine Centre of Australia, all of which are located on Adelaide’s cultural boulevard, North Terrace.

 

For shoppers the Rundle Mall houses over 550 retail outlets, King William Road is home to some of the best Australian designer stores and for the latest music and street wear, Hindley Street and Rundle Street are a must. 

 

Visit: www.southaustralia.com. Contact:  Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com  
 

New year aboard the Majestic Imperator Luxury Train in Vienna 

There’s the chance to spend the last hours of the old year and the first of the new on board the Majestic Imperator Luxury Train in the Austrian capital of Vienna.

The restored Majestic Imperator Luxury Train is based on the Imperial Train of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Archduchess Maria Christina von Habsburg-Lothringen, descendent of Emperor Franz Joseph I and Empress Elisabeth, inaugurated it.  

On December 31, the Majestic Imperator will travel through and around Vienna by night, allowing passengers to enjoy the view while being pampered with fine dining at a black tie formal dinner, followed by dancing onboard at the New Year's Ball.  

At midnight, the Majestic Imperator will stop on a bridge on the Danube, thus allowing an excellent view of Vienna’s magnificent firework display.  

Guests will then be invited to dance a midnight waltz high above the Danube to the most famous Strauss waltz ‘The Blue Danube’.

In the New Year, there will be live music in the piano bar, and continued dancing.  Later, guests will be served goulash soup and Sacherwürstel, a traditional Austrian sausage. From 2 am, the Train will call at various Viennese stations before arriving back at Wien-Süd at 4 am. 

Visit: www.trainchartering.com.

Fiji

Fiji, officially the Republic of the Fiji Islands, is an island nation in the South Pacific Ocean, east of Vanuatu, west of Tonga and south of Tuvalu. The country occupies an archipelago of about 322 islands, of which 106 are permanently inhabited, and some 522 islets. 

The two major islands, Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, account for some 87% of the total population. 

Fiji is known for being a tropical paradise with a warm, welcoming people.

Fiji’s islands have a number of projects on offer for the independent and conscientious traveller. 

Tribe Wanted is a global project bringing 5000 people together online to decide what happens during the development of a sustainable community on a Fijian island. Tribe members participate online and have the opportunity to visit and stay on the island itself for up to three weeks (www.tribewanted.com).  

Coral Cay Conservation continues it’s work collecting scientific data on Fiji’s coral reefs to aid conservation and sustain local livelihoods. A non-profit, non-governmental organisation, Coral Cay welcomes volunteers who are given specialist training to help with its projects. (www.coralcay.org). 

Several companies provide tours for the traveller wanting to experience the culture, vibrancy and adventure of Fiji islands. 

Awesome Adventures (www.awesomefiji.com) offers affordable accommodation and cruises around the stunning Yasawa islands on a hop on – hop off basis. 

The Feejee Experience (www.feejeeexperience.com) provides tours around the main island of Viti Levu visiting remote areas and villages. 

The Tui Tai ship offers adventure cruises around the remote northern islands with activities including sea kayaking and scuba diving (www.tuitai.com). 

The Fijian environment provides for the more adventurous traveller. 

Scuba divers throughout the world know dive sites such as The White Wall and Astrolabe Reef and for surfers not many destinations match the extraordinary Cloud Breaker, a permanent six-metre wave found offshore at Tavarua. 

Adrenaline junkies are also well catered for with numerous other outdoor pursuits including: kayaking, white water rafting, sky diving, abseiling, jet boating and dune surfing.

The islands are situated over a relatively small area and are serviced by affordable, frequent ferries and small planes.

Inland, public transport is cheap and provides the chance to meet and mingle with the local people. For those looking to get off the beaten track, scooters and bicycles can be hired in most large towns.

Visit www.bulafiji.com. Contact: Kate Oliver at kate@oliverrelations.co.uk. 
The Sri Lanka literary festival 

Sri Lanka's first literary festival will be held in the southern seaside city of Galle from 11 to 14 January 2007. The line up includes author and historian William Dalrymple, former BBC India correspondent and author Mark Tully, biographer Victoria Glendenning, 2005 Pulitzer Prize finalist Suketu Mehta and Sir Arthur C Clarke. 

Recent winner of the 2006 Man Booker Prize Kiran Desai will also be there to discuss her award winning book, “The Inheritance of Loss”.
The four-day festival will also focus on raising awareness of Sri Lankan authors with talks from many celebrated Sri Lankan writers including Romesh Gunesekera and Yasmine Gooneratne. 

One of Sri Lanka's renowned and international authors, the late Nihal De Silva, will be honoured at the festival for raising the awareness of writing in English by Sri Lankan authors around the world.

Visit www.galleliteraryfestival.com. Contact: Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan, also spelled Kazakstan or Khazakhstan, officially the Republic of Kazakhstan, is a country that stretches over a vast expanse of northern and central Eurasia. A small portion of its territory west of the Ural River is located in eastern-most Europe. It has borders with Russia, the People's Republic of China, and the Central Asian countries Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan and has a coastline on the Caspian Sea. Kazakhstan was a republic of the former Soviet Union and is now a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

STA Travel, the student and youth travel company offers two different tour packages to Kazakhstan. Heart of Asia is a 35-day tour that takes travellers through the beautiful countries of Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Iran. 

The Rhubarb Road embarks on a 42-day journey through Kazakhstan, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and China. Both tours offer the chance to see remnants of ancient empires, visit bustling marketplaces and immerse oneself in the cultures of these diverse destinations.

Visit: http://www.statravel.com/. Contact: Christi Day at cday@statravel.com.

· Places to be seen in 2007 

Flight Centre and Lonely Planet have got together to highlight places to be seen in 2007.

Bhutan

Bhutan, nestling in the heart of the great Himalayas, has for centuries remained aloof from the rest of the world. Since its doors were cautiously opened in 1974, visitors have been mesmerised: the environment is pristine, the scenery and architecture awesome and the people hospitable and charming.

Bulgaria

Travellers are looking beyond Croatia and discovering Bulgaria. The country has changed swiftly over the past decade, though in the villages you can still find folk, who ride donkeys to work, eat home grown potatoes and make their own cheese. The difference now is that they wash it all down in front of a satellite TV.

China

The world's spotlight is firmly pointed at China with its strong economical position and the up-coming Olympics in 2008. For the visitor it's important to remember that China isn't a country - it's a different world. From shop-till-you-drop metropolises to the desert landscapes of Xinjiang, China is a land of cultural and geographic schisms.

Costa Rica

Costa Rica's enlightened approach to conservation has ensured that lush jungles are home to playful monkeys, languid sloths, crocodiles, countless lizards, poison-dart frogs and a mind-boggling assortment of exotic birds, insects and butterflies.

Meanwhile, endangered sea turtles nest on both coasts and cloud forests protect elusive birds and jungle cats.

Maldives

The Maldives, which has bounced back from the Tsunami, is a group of 1190 coral islands and a major destination for scuba divers, who come for the fabulous reefs and the wealth of marine life.

Namibia

Wedged between the Kalahari and the chilly South Atlantic, Namibia has deserts, seascapes, bushwalking and boundlessness. Blessed with rich natural resources, a solid modern infrastructure and diverse traditional cultures, it is a beautiful country of vast potential.

Oman

Oman has shed its hermit shell, revealing a land of friendly people and dramatic landscapes peppered with forts. Although it remains, in many ways, the most traditional country in the region, it's often more outward looking than its given credit for.

There are a plethora of five and six-star resorts that are shining brightly in the desert to attract travellers on their way to Europe or for those that want off the beaten path.

Zanzibar

The Zanzibar Archipelago off the Tanzanian mainland has tempted travellers, traders, slave-traders and colonists for centuries.

Contact Karin Jones at karin_jones@flightcentre.co.uk.

· A place to stay 

In Namibia


Palmwag Lodge

Palmwag Lodge has recently introduced a new sleep-out trail, offering travellers the opportunity to experience the adventure and solitude of sleeping beneath Namibia's clear desert skies. Visit: www.palmwag.com.na. 

Okahirongo Elephant Lodge

The Kaokoland boasts some of Namibia’s most beautiful mountain landscapes and rugged tranquillity and is the only place in the world where elephants, black rhinos, giraffes, lions and other African animals live in a desert area. 

The area is also home to the recently opened Okahirongo Elephant Lodge, which offers wraparound views of its magnificent surroundings. Visit: www.okahirongolodge.com.
Suricate Tented Lodge

The Suricate Tented Lodge, which opens in 2007, will be situated on a red sand dune overlooking a pan system that forms part of the upper Auob wetlands. The Lodge will comprise twelve walk-in-style tents offering a private deck and an intimate open-air bathroom with hot and cold running water, flush toilet and shower. A cosy African-style lounge overlooking the vast grassy pans of the Auob River or the pool deck is the perfect setting for drinks and meals. Visit: vwww.leadinglodges.com.

Wolwedans Aandster Boulders Camp

The new Wolwedans Aandster Boulders Camp will offer access to an area of the private NamibRand Nature Reserve. At Boulders Camp, guests can enjoy the complete solitude of the desert along with its breath-taking landscapes. Visit: www.wolwedans.com
Namibia Wildlife Resorts

Namibia Wildlife Resorts, which manage 23 resorts and campsites in key Namibian tourist areas in Namibia, will open Sossus Dune Lodge, which comprises 25 two-bed units each designed in the style of authentic Afro-village homes, in August 2007.

Situated within the Namib-Naukluft Park and overlooking the Sesriem Canyon, its location means the lodge will be in easy reach of Namibia’s famous giant Sossusvlei dunes. The area also boasts a variety of wildlife; from desert adapted plants and mammals to native Springbok and Oryx. Visit: www.nwr.com.na
Mokuti Lodge

Mokuti Lodge, the flagship of Namib Sun Hotels, is located at the eastern boundary of the popular Etosha National Park. Visit: www.namibsunhotels.com.na. Contact: Rachel Witham at RWitham@bgb.co.uk.

The Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang Resort and Spa in Penang

The Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang Resort and Spa in Penang has re-opened after a complete refurbishment. The new Rasa Sayang Resort and Spa presently houses 304 guest rooms and suites in the Rasa Wing and Garden Wing. 

Penang is an island in the Straits of Malacca, and also of one of the states of Malaysia, located on the northwest coast of peninsular Malaysia. Penang is the second smallest state in Malaysia after Perlis, and the eighth most populous.

All facilities and services at the resort are fully operational, including guest rooms, restaurants and bars, meetings & conference facilities, beauty salon, health club & gym, swimming pools and the new Par-3 (nine-hole) executive golf course.  

The opening of the resort also marks the introduction of "CHI, The Spa at Shangri-La" comprising a dedicated pool and specialist café serving CHI cuisine, plus11 private treatment suites and villas.

Visit: www.shangri-la.com. Contact: Karwn Luard at karen.luard@shangri-la.com
Verana, Mexico 

Cut into a swathe of Mexican jungle on a remote hillside 30 miles south of Puerta Vallarta, Verana is suspended above the deep blue Pacific Ocean with panoramic views of the surrounding mountains of the Valle de la Sierra. 

Eight guesthouses nestle within five acres of lush tropical gardens, giving the luxurious Verana its unique rustic ambience. Individually styled with an elegant blend of the traditional and contemporary, each guesthouse has a spacious terrace from which to enjoy the magnificent landscape. 

Verana’s tranquil setting will help you unwind while its Spa, carved into the rocks overlooking the Bay of Yelapa, offers a variety of ways to relax and pamper yourself. Soak in Mexico's only warm saltwater Watsu pool while being gently massaged or enjoy a night under the twinkling stars wallowing in an outdoor aromatherapy bath. 

Other treatments include Organic Facials, Coconut and Sugar Scrub and a Banana De- Tox Wash. To soothe the mind and body, there are daily yoga classes in the hut with its floor extending dramatically out over the hillside. 

Guests can also luxuriate in Verana's invigorating spring water swimming pool while taking in the 180° view of the sea and mountains.

Visit: www.verana.com. Contact: Sarah Robarts at sarah@ballantinespr.com
Sandy Lane Hotel, Barbados

The Sandy Lane Hotel in Barbados has been voted the IAGTO Golf Resort of the Year 2007. 
IAGTO’s 250 golf tour operators from 40 countries cast their votes to nominate the leading golf resorts in the world. Each operator was asked to nominate what they considered to be the best performing golf resorts this year and those most enjoyed by their golf travelling clients.
Sandy Lane is located on the western coast of the island of Barbados. 

This exclusive 112-room resort has stylish lodging in rooms that average 900 square feet, a five-bedroom villa, luxury Bentley airport transfers, four restaurants including the signature restaurant L’Acajou, five bars, a 47,000-square-foot spa and three distinct golf courses offering guests the best golf in the Caribbean.  
Two of the courses are Tom Fazio-designed 18-hole courses including the Green Monkey Course.  Visit: www.sandylane.com. Contact Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

Djibouti Palace Kempinski

Kempinski Hotels has opened the first five star hotels in the Republic of Djibouti in Eastern Africa.  

The 300 room beachfront hotel is located 4km north of the city at Heron Bay, between the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean and 9km from the airport.

The first phase of the Djibouti Palace Kempinski includes 177 rooms and suites, an infinity pool, a 400 seat restaurant serving international and regional cuisine, an a la carte restaurant, a cafe and lobby lounge and wireless internet throughout the hotel. In addition there will be a state-of-the-art conference centre with a grand ballroom for up to 1,100 guests and meeting rooms with the latest communication technology.

Djibouti is an important transit port for the region as it offers international transhipment and refuelling services. The country has some beautiful beaches and offers some exceptional scuba diving and snorkelling. Lake Assal's volcanic formations and the flamingos on Lake Abbé are also both easily accessible.   

Kempinski's portfolio comprises luxurious properties in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, South America and Asia. It is a member of the Global Hotel Alliance, which unites 186 upscale, and luxury hotels and resorts in 39 different countries. 

Visit www.kempinski.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Red Carnation Hotels 

In London …. 

The Chesterfield Mayfair, London 

Located in the heart of secluded Mayfair, The Chesterfield Mayfair has 101 deluxe guest rooms and 9 luxurious suites Visit : www.chesterfieldmayfair.com
The Milestone Hotel, London 

This five-star hotel is opposite the Royal Family’s Kensington Palace, with views of Kensington Gardens and the Royal Parklands, is a member of The Leading Small Hotels of the World. It was built in the 1880’s. Visit : www.milestonehotel.com

41, London 

The Five Star “41” Hotel, located on Buckingham Road overlooking the Royal Mews, has 16 deluxe rooms and 4 split-level suites in a luxurious black and white style, with a traditional mahogany and black leather décor. 41 have the Five Star Diamond Award for Service Excellence and Hospitality by the American Academy of Hospitality Sciences. Visit : www.41hotel.com

The Egerton House Hotel , London 

Located in Knightsbridge, this four-floor hotel has 30 bedrooms, each with en suite marble bathroom, room safe, satellite television, and private bar.  Most of the rooms overlook the Egerton garden. The hotel was created from the redevelopment of two Victorian townhouses.  Visit:  www.egertonhouse.com.  

The Rubens at the Palace, London 

Across from the Royal Mews and Buckingham Palace, The Four-Star Rubens is an AA Four-Star rated hotel with 161 deluxe guest rooms and 13 suites.  Visit : www.rubenshotel.com

The Montague, London 

Located in the heart of Bloomsbury, the Montague on the Gardens boutique hotel offers views of Montague Garden Square and The British Museum.  This townhouse hotel has 93 deluxe guest rooms and 11 suites. Visit : www.montaguehotel.com

And around the world …

The Chesterfield Palm Beach, Florida 

The Chesterfield Palm Beach is located in the elegant town of Palm Beach, within walking distance of world-renowned Worth Avenue and only minutes from the Atlantic Ocean. Visit : www.chesterfieldhotel.com

Hotel d’Angleterre, Lake Geneva

Situated on the edge of Lake Geneva, with views of Mont Blanc and the surrounding mountains, the Five-Star Hotel d’Angleterre, which dates from 1872, is in the heart of Geneva’s shopping and financial districts. Visit : www.dangleterrehotel.com. 

The Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa, Cape Town 

Situated at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean, surrounded by indigenous vegetation, the  Cape Town based Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa offers spectacular views of its South African backdrop:  Table Mountain and the Twelve Apostles Mountain Range. Visit :  www.12apostleshotel.com

Contact Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com


Hilton Worldwide Resorts

Hilton Worldwide Resorts is an upscale, global resort network of 60 resorts located in exotic places. Hilton Hotels Corporation operates 18 resorts in the US, Hilton International, including four all-inclusive Coral by Hilton resorts, operates 40 outside the US and two are operated by Conrad. 

The network spans 25 countries and eight regions including the Americas, Arabian Peninsula, Asia-Pacific, the Caribbean, Egypt, Europe, Israel and the Indian Ocean. New resort openings are planned in America, Italy and Portugal.
  

Visit www.hilton.com/worldwideresorts.com. Media Centre at www.hilton.com/worldwideresorts or contact Olivia Warne at Olivia.warne@hilton.com
Oceania Club, Halkidiki, Greece

The Oceania Club, Halkidiki, Greece is open all year round and during the winter period the resort is offering special B&B and Half Board rates as well as its all-inclusive packages. 

Halkidiki is steeped in history and the winter months are a good time to explore, with temperatures cool enough to wander at ease and a minimal number of tourists. 

Thessaloniki, Greece’s second largest city and the cultural hub of the Balkan area. is forty-five minutes from the resort. 

Male visitors can also a day trip to Mount Athos, also known as the Holy Mountain and home to a semi autonomous all-male monastic community. The monasteries operate as they have done for the past 1,000 years and only limited foreign visitors (none of which can be women!) are allowed per day. 

Visit:  www.oceaniaclub.gr. Contact Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in January 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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