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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Press trips to Kansas and Oklahoma, UK 

Kansas and Oklahoma Tourism is extending a personal invitation to Alliance members to visit and experience some of the many wonderful delights the two States have to offer.

Kansas and Oklahoma Tourism will welcome the opportunity to assist journalists, representing publications deemed appropriate, with the necessary arrangements to schedule a visit to Kansas and/or Oklahoma.  

In Kansas and Oklahoma you can take a trip back in time, where time-honoured traditions, cultural experiences and artistic expressions are components of everyday life.  

You can explore a past that spans American Indians, oil and cattle barons, cowboys and pioneers - all in a setting that remains remarkably pure and unspoiled.  

Take part in a traditional Pow Wow and feel the rhythmic dance music of the ancient Native American Indian tribes, experience frontier life firsthand, take part in Native American traditions and witness cowboy culture at its purest.

Touring Kansas and Oklahoma offers you a glimpse of the many, many fascinating pioneer, cowboy, farmer, oil baron, Native American and modern experiences these mesmerising regions have to offer.  

Highlights include:

· The National Cowboy Heritage Museum and Bricktown in Oklahoma City 

· Tulsa’s exquisite Art Deco architecture and her nationally recognized Gilcrease and Philbrook Museums

· The Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Centre

· The overwhelming beauty of the Flint Hills

· The “western movie-set like” charm of Cottonwood Falls

· The significant ecosystem of the Tallgrass Prairie

· The historic town of Manhattan

· The New Underground Salt Museum in Hutchinson and the rich culture of Wichita, Kansas’ largest city, where you will enjoy nightlife, Old Cowtown Museum, and the Discover Historic Wichita Trolley Tour.

Economy class flights from the UK, car hire, fuel costs, accommodation, most meals and a detailed itinerary will be provided for qualified journalists with a firm commission.  

Contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at dmh@travelksok.co.uk with the following details:


• the publication name, circulation and frequency and your position at the publication.
• if freelance, details of any commission you have.
• what you would like to do in Kansas and/or Oklahoma, and
• when the feature will be published.

Kansas and Oklahoma Tourism will do its best to make suitable arrangements for journalists to have a rewarding and enjoyable trip, but in return they do ask for complete clarity regarding commissions and intended publication arrangements.

Media invite to the Grand Hotel Bellevue, Gstaad, Switzerland

Alliance members have the chance to enjoy the independent five-star Grand Hotel Bellevue in Gstaad.

This is the perfect base for visitors to Gstaad, the chic Swiss mountain resort, during its vibrant summer festival season. 
 
The Tennis Swiss Open (7 and 15 July 2007), is also called “Wimbledon of the Alps”. The Grand Hotel Bellevue is located adjacent to the tennis arena, with the VIP marquee pitched in the Bellevue grounds. 

The Beach Volleyball World Championship (24 to 29 July 2007), will bring beach atmosphere to the Alps. The tournament will be the most important international event in the 2007 Beach Volleyball season prior the Olympic Games 2008 in Beijing. The event will also be the first World Championships ever to run exclusively on solar power, part of a global concept to minimise the environmental impact of the tournament. 

The Menuhin Classical Music Festival (20 July to 8 September 2007) has been held in Gstaad since 1955. Its founder, Lord Yehudi Menuhin, said he couldn’t think of anywhere nicer to host it. The jubilee in 2006 saw record audience numbers and there will be plenty of highlights during the 2007 event season with international artists. 

Visit www.bellevue-gstaad.ch. 


Alliance members interested in staying at the Grand Hotel Bellevue or to attend one of its press trips to Gstaad should contact Louise Rodgers at lrodgers@goodrelations.co.uk or on +44 (0) 207 861 3147

Saga press trips to Old South, USA 

On 14 May 1607, a group of Powhatan Indians watched as 100-plus English pioneers disembarked from the Susan Constant, the Discovery and the Godspeed and set about establishing America’s first-ever permanent European settlement.

Saga holidays, which is exclusively for people aged 50 and over, a travelling companion may be aged 40 or over, is offering its holidaymakers the chance to follow in the footsteps of those early adventurers and celebrate the 400th anniversary of the English colonists.

Rediscovering the Old South tour covers Georgia, Tennessee, the Carolinas and Virginia – including Jamestown and Williamsburg, sites of the earliest settlements.  

Visit: www.saga.co.uk/travelshop. For press trip requests contact: Frances Liddiard at frances.liddiard@saga.co.uk or on 01303 771522.

Holwell Farm, Widecombe in the Moor, Dartmoor, UK

Dartmoor’s only 5-star self catering cottages at Holwell Farm, Widecombe in the Moor have been placed at number 19 in the Sunday Times Top 100 Holiday Destinations on the Planet for 2007.

The transformation of this ancient Dartmoor farmstead from run down and redundant farm buildings to luxury self catering cottages and the reinstatement of Holwell as a working farm was the subject of a 10 part TV series called Forgotten Farm, which was broadcast on Discovery Real Time and ITV West Country.

Owners Sebastian and Philippa Hughes also operate one of the West Country’s favourite country house hotels at Holne Chase, near Ashburton. Visit: www.holne-chase.co.uk, www.holwelldartmoor.co.uk,  

To arrange a press visit contact Philippa Hughes at pkh@pangolinprofile.co.uk or www.dartmoor-journal.blogspot.com
Press trips to Finland 

The Finnish Tourist Board has announced f the following press trips for journalists with a commission from a suitable print publication.

a) Wellness and Wellbeing in Eastern Finland, 14 to 17 June

b) Seinajoki Tango festival, July 2007 (exact dates to be confirmed), and

c) Karelian Food and Culture, 19 - 23 September

The Republic of Finland is one of the Nordic countries situated in Northern Europe and sharing land borders on the Scandinavian Peninsula with Sweden to the west, Russia to the east and Norway to the north while Estonia lies to its south. 

Further details to follow. Contact: Riitta Balza at riitta.balza@mek.fi


Press visits to the De Vere Belfry

The Belfry in Warwickshire, UK - four times host of the Ryder Cup - will be delighted to host Alliance members with a confirmed commission to: 

a complimentary overnight stay for two people at The De Vere Belfry including breakfast

· a session with a golf pro in the National Custom Fit Centre and MAT-T system 

· a round of golf on The Brabazon (handicap restrictions apply) or the Derby course if you’re not the most accomplished golfer

· a two-hour AquaSpa ‘fire and ice’ session

· dinner for two in the French restaurant with wine included, and 

· an outdoor activity event of your choice (archery, clay pigeon shooting or quad biking)

Visit: www.DeVere.co.uk/TheBelfry. Contact: Hayley Corbett at hcorbett@webershandwick.com

Destination Fish  

Destination Fish - the Travel Guide to Sport Fishing the Globe, just launched, is a high-quality, quarterly publication that includes features and sections of interest to anglers who enjoy travelling to great destinations where family members can appreciate the ambiance and culture as well. 

Although readership is mostly U.S. anglers with the wherewithal to travel, we do not cover destinations in the continental U.S. 

Saltwater and freshwater settings are of interest with no limitation on the fishing style. Our emphasis is as much about what to do at each location as the fishing itself. If you've visited, or plan to visit, fishing destinations in Russia, Europe or Africa, send a query and a request for our Writers' Editorial Guidelines to Editor-in-Chief and Alliance member Doug Kelly at doug@destinationfish.travel. 

At this time we're not interested in additional queries for North, Central or South America. 
Good Holiday Magazine 

Good Holiday Magazine the UK's most widely distributed holiday magazine, which produces The Good Ski Guide and Mountain Magic Magazine is producing a series of consumer and trade magazines for California Tourism.

The company is looking for a short 150-word synopsis of proposed features and a photo cd or good pics available

 

They are particularly interested in writers who have sampled action/beach/wine/desert holidays./mountain or ski hols

 

The publication is also looking for a good production journalist - a nuts and bolts journo, pref a sub - who can knit the entire magazine together, and also get to go on the trips to write for us.  Prefer a skier as they would get most from this job.  Circa £25 basic with good bonus and amazing perks.

Visit: http://www.paul-maguire.com/portfolio/GH/advertising1.html. Contact: johnh@goodholidayideas.com

Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show

Alliance members are invited to a press breakfast on the first day of The Times Presents Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show on Thursday 1st February 2007 at Earls Court in London

Visit: www.destinationsshow.com. Contact: Laura Leveson at laura.leveson@clarionevents.com. 
· Industry news

Abu Dhabi

The five-star luxury Shangri-La Hotel, Qaryat Al Beri, Abu Dhabi should open in the second quarter of 2007. Visit: www.shangri-la.com. Contact: Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show

Bradt Travel Guides’ authors will be on hand to answer your travel questions and give you an insider’s knowledge of exciting countries, cities and wildlife, as well as speciality activities like trekking at the ‘Ask Bradt’ zone at the Destinations Travel Show, London (1-4 February 2007).   
There will also be tips on successful travel writing. Flying in from Africa especially for the show is Bradt Africa writer Philip Briggs, author of 10 Bradt guides, and his wife, Ariadne Van Zandbergen, professional photographer.  Don’t miss the chance to ask them – and many other Bradt experts – your personal travel questions. 

To pre-book your place now goes to www.bradtguides.com and ‘Ask Bradt’ zone. Contact: Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com.

Egypt

Over one million UK holidaymakers visited Egypt in 2006, representing an impressive increase of 23.3% on 2005 figures. Visit: www.gotoegypt.org or www.Egypt.travel. Contact: Caroline Calvert at caroline.calvert@fleishmaneurope.com. 
Independent on Sunday Bradt Travel Guides travel-writing competition 

The Independent on Sunday Bradt Travel Guides travel-writing competition will be launched, and the theme revealed, on Sunday 4 March 2007 in the Independent on Sunday
The winning writer will get:

· A commission for the Independent on Sunday
· A travel-writing course, and  

· A free holiday and Bradt guidebooks of your choice.

For more now contact: Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com.

Coastline 

Coastline is a new venture with a portfolio of villas on Corsica, Mallorca and Ibiza. Visit: www.coastline.co.uk. Contact Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com. 

France

The Tourist Offices of Dunkerque and French Flanders have launched a themed short break programme. Contact Nick Stevens at nick@heyfordclose.fsnet.co.uk.

Globe07, Rome 

Globe07, the first tourism fair to specialise in the Mediterranean region, will take place from 22-24 March 2007 at the new Fiera di Roma in Rome. Although Globe07 will be trade-only there will also be “Globe in the city”, a tourism festival staged in the most famous squares of the Eternal City. There will be stalls from the national tourism boards and Italian regions that will showcase their culture, folklore and food right in the streets. Visit: www.globe07.com. Contact: Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 

Australia DVD

Australia tour operator Austravel has launched a Australia DVD to share their extensive knowledge of the country. Visit: www.austravel.com. Contact: Lucy Macfadyen at lucym@annscott.co.uk. 
Latvia 

The Latvian Tourism Development Agency has launched a 24-hour telephone hotline (+ 371 22033000) for tourists seeking English speaking information. People visiting Latvia can use the number to get straightforward tourist information as well as to ask for assistance if they have any problems or complaints while in the country. Visit: www.latviatourism.lv. Contact: Eva Staltmane at london@latviatourism.lv.

New Zealand 

Hollywood film director, James Cameron, has announced plans to shoot a substantial part of his next film, Avatar, in New Zealand – a science-fiction fantasy epic set on a remote planet. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk.

Planos Holidays

Planos Holidays, which specialists in travel to the Greek island of Paxos, the Caribbean and Slovenia, has won the 2006 AITO Travel Company of the Year Award for the best larger company category. Visit www.planos.co.uk; www.justslovenia.co.uk, www.justgrenada.co.uk, www.justtobago.co.uk, and www.juststkittsnevis.co.uk. Contact Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Leads

Chile

December to March is the best time to visit Chile and discover the raw beauty of the Patagonian landscape, south of Santiago.  Flight Centre currently has a two-week ‘Patagonian Unplugged’ tour that lets travellers see the best of the region from capital city Santiago to the breathtaking beauty of Torres Del Paine National Park and the Tierra Del Fuego islands, in the very south of Chile. Contact: Karin Jones @ karin_jones@flightcentre.co.uk.

France 

Waymark Holidays have introduced a new French Walk and Talk holiday, combining walking in glorious French countryside with language lessons. The week-long holidays are based in the charming port village of Honfleur offer those with some basic French the perfect opportunity to build on their knowledge and put it into practice along the trails. Visit: www.waymarkholidays.com. Contact: Lauretta Aydiner at lauretta.aydiner@virgin.net.

Montenegro

The tiny Republic of Montenegro is located in southeastern Europe. It has a coast on the Adriatic Sea to the south, and borders Croatia to the west, Bosnia and Herzegovina to the northwest, Serbia to the northeast and Albania to the southeast. Its capital and largest city is Podgorica. It is also a country full of beautiful landscapes, simple villages and an unpretentious outlook.  

Saga has brought two more Montenegro hotels into its new Europe and the Mediterranean 2007 programme, offering the perfect based from which to explore this often overlooked Balkan destination. Visit: www.saga.co.uk/travelshop. Contact Frances Liddiard at frances.liddiard@saga.co.uk or on 01303 771522.

New Zealand 

Pollution tests carried out by Danish scientists show the water close to Lyttelton's harbour, just 15 minutes' drive from Christchurch, is among the least polluted in the world. The only location less polluted is off the coast of Greenland, where there are no humans for thousands of kilometres. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk.

Slovenia

Slovenia, officially the Republic of Slovenia is a coastal Alpine country in southern Central Europe bordering Italy to the west, the Adriatic Sea to the southwest, Croatia to the south and east, Hungary to the northeast, and Austria to the north. The capital of Slovenia is Ljubljana. 

A Piccolo eight-day walking tour through the country starts in Italy before following Rommel’s footsteps across the Julian Alps to village of Kobarid, immortalised by Hemingway in ‘Farewell to Arms’ and blessed with many natural wonders, before moving on to the Triglav National Park, where Slovenia’s most dramatic scenery is found. Visit www.piccolotours.com. Contact: Gillian Arthur at piccolotours@virgilio.it.

UK, Pembrokshire 

To mark the 500th anniversary of the last great jousting tournament in Wales, Carew Castle in Pembrokeshire will be recreating the event between Wednesday 2 and Monday 7 May 2007. The celebrations will include hunting with hawk and hound, feasting, music and dancing and a one-day ride across to Lamphey Palace for mass by the Bishop of St Davids. The highlight will be the recreation of the grand jousting tournament between the Knights of Sir Griffiths ap Rhys and Sir William Herbert. Visit: visit www.carew500.com or www.visitpembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

UK: Windsor 

The third Windsor Festival Spring Weekend (Thursday 19 and Sunday 22 April), will celebrate England’s patron saint, St George and William Shakespeare, both commemorated on 23 April. Sponsored by Honda, the programme will cover the performing arts with concerts by international and local performers, while the highly popular literary series will continue with presentations and book signings from well-known authors and figures from stage and screen. Visit: www.windsorfestival.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com

USA, Florida

The Concession Golf Club & Residences, at Bradenton, Florida has been named Best New Private Course in America 2006 by Golf Digest magazine. Set on 1,232 acres of natural Florida woodlands, The Concession Golf Club & Residences is a pairing of luxury homes with historic championship golf. The community includes 236 custom home sites and club membership will be capped at 300. Visit: www.theconcession.com. Contact: Susan Murphy at Susan.Murphy@Cottonco.com 

USA, Las Vegas

Pink Jeep Tours, which is based in Las Vegas, is one of the few companies to offer off road-guided tours to the Grand Canyon and surrounds.  Its tours include the Grand Canyon West Rim Tour, the Hoover Dam and Eldorado Canyon. Contact: Susie O'Donnell at susie@ttmworld.co.uk.

USA, Ohio 

Ohio's Historic West" is a State Designated Heritage Area dedicated to the development of cultural and heritage tourism in an eight county area in beautiful west Ohio. It is truly a patchwork of diverse places, and highlights many historic, cultural, scenic, and agricultural sites and attractions. Visit: www.OhiosHistoricWest.com. Contact: Frank Satullo at frank@ohiotraveler.com 

USA: Ohio 

One thousand mothers will receive a complimentary weeping willow tree at Adams County’s 10th Annual Country Garden Mothers Day Festival from Friday, May 11 through Sunday, May 13, 2007 at GoodSeed Farm Country Garden Center & Nursery in Peebles, Ohio. The tradition started a decade ago when Steve and Marjorie Boehme bought the 158-acre GoodSeed Farm. Visit www.goodseedfarm.com. Contact: Steve Boehme at sboehme@bright.net 


USA: Philadelphia 

Rocky VI, filmed in Philadelphia, sees Sylvester Stallone taking to the ring again – and using the steps to the Philadelphia Museum of Art, which he made famous in the first film. Contact: Jane Wilson at jane@destination-marketing.co.uk. 
USA: Santa Fe

The Official Santa Fe Visitors Guide provides information on the city’s history and traditional cultures and attractions. There is also a comprehensive list of the city's many hotels, motels, inns, and B&B's, a guide to restaurants and maps of the downtown historic district and areas to explore outside the city. Visit: http://santafe.org/images/visitorsguide2007.tif. Contact: Jennifer Hoffman at jenniferh@ballantinespr.com. 

River cruising 

Los Angeles-based Uniworld, the river cruise company offers 500 departures on more than 30 itineraries sailing on 12 rivers in 20 countries across four continents. These include 9-day Castles Along the Rhine Grand River Cruise, which sails the Rhine River between Amsterdam and Basel. Visit: visit www.uniworld.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at reader@rchmail.com. 
· Reasons to write about

Sikkim in the Eastern Himalaya’s

Sikkim, a landlocked Indian state nestled in the Eastern Himalaya range, was an independent state ruled by the Namgyal monarchy until 1975, when a referendum was held and the population voted to join India as its twenty-second state.

Specialist tailor made tour operator cazenove+loyd has introduced a holiday walking between three villages in Sikkim, which provides the chance to stay in authentic village houses.

Sikkim borders Bhutan, Tibet and Nepal and lies in the foothills of Mount Kachenjunga - the world's third highest mountain. 

The state has an unspoilt and diverse landscape of terraced hills, valleys and rivers, all under the looming presence of the dramatic Himalayan peaks. 

The high altitude eco-system is rich in flora and fauna including rhododendrons and exotic orchids. Wildlife includes the Snow Partridge, the Himalayan Cuckoo, the Himalayan Brown Bear, the Tibetan Antelope and the Blue Yak. 
The Sikkimese is predominantly Buddhist - there are over 190 monasteries and prayer flags flutter even in the most remote areas. 

The three-day walk visits some of the most beautiful hilltop monasteries with the opportunity to participate in a chanting session at Rinchenpong Monastery. 
The food is grown locally and the village hosts will cook local specialities for guests such as momos (dumplings), thukpas (noodles), chhurpee (a yak milk product) and keenema (fermented lentils) washed down with Chaang, the local brew made by fermenting millet. 
The best time of year to visit Sikkim is from October to May, though December and January are quite cold with a higher chance of fog obscuring the mountain views.
Visit: www.cazloyd.com. Contact Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com or on +44 (0) 20 8875 9923
 

The 35th annual Hong Kong Arts Festival

The 35th annual Hong Kong Arts Festival, Asia¹s premier cultural event, takes place from 27 February to 25 March at venues across the city. 

The programme of international performances will be on offer including dance, theatre, circus, opera and contemporary music.

Theatre productions this year feature puppetry, circus and musicals from China, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Belgium, America and the UK. Musical acts this year come from a host of nations including Africa, Russia, America, Hungary, Italy, Germany, Spain, and of course China and Hong Kong.

Operas include Stealing the Imperial Horse, a classic Beijing opera reworked in Cantonese and Kiangs Province Kumquat Opera¹s The Peach Blossom Fan, a love story set against the backdrop of the Ming Dynasty.

Visit www.hk.artsfestival.org and www.discoverhongkong. Contact: Rebecca Genin at rebecca@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

The UK National Forest

 

The (UK) National Forest area covers 200 square miles of the counties of Leicestershire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire.  Its objective is to increase woodland cover within its boundaries from an initial six per cent to about a third. 

No multi-purpose forest on this scale has been created in the UK for one thousand years. To date the proportion of woodland cover for the Forest has already more than doubled to nearly 17 per cent and seven million trees have been planted.  

Walk in the Woods Month (may 2007) is co-ordinated by environmental charity, the Tree Council, to encourage people to visit UK woodlands and increase their appreciation of trees. 

This year will be the eleventh anniversary of ‘Walk in the Woods Month’. The National Forest Company (NFC) is endorsing this campaign and urging people to dust off their walking boots and head for the Forest.

 

May is the most spectacular month in terms of Forest flora with the trees wearing a lush coat of fresh new leaves and the annual sea of brilliant bluebells carpeting the Forest floor.

 

The National Forest, now more than 15 years old, has more than 400 new and ancient woodlands within it.  Around 90% of the woodlands created have public access, welcoming visitors to wander through the woods, explore and enjoy the peace and quiet.

 

At least 50,000 people nationwide are expected to take part in events during the Walk in the Woods festival.  

Visit: www.treecouncil.org.uk or www.nationalforest.org. Contact Carol Rowntree Jones at crowntreejones@nationalforest.org. 
Sri Lanka

Sri Lankans have showed tremendous resilience in their attempts to make the country a tourist destination.

Sri Lanka, officially the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and known as Ceylon before 1972, is an island nation in South Asia, located about 31 kilometres (18½ mi) off the southern coast of India. 

It is often popularly referred to as the Pearl of the Indian Ocean. It is home to more than 20 million people.

Sri Lanka has great beaches; 2,000-year culture & heritage (over 100 years of British rule and many buildings and legacies to show for it); awe-inspiring nature (highest density of leopard and waterfalls in the world); excellent hotels and boutique style accommodation and the renowned Sri Lankan hospitality and smile.

New boutique and luxury products opened in 2006:

Park Street Hotel (Colombo) – www.taruvillas.com 

Angsana Spa (Colombo) – www.angsanaspa.com 

Vil Uyana (Sigiriya) – www.viluyana.com 

Elephants Reach Yala - www.elephantreach.com 

The Fortress (Kogala) – www.thefortress.lk 

Aditya (Hikkaduwa) – www.aditya-resort.com 

Heritance Ahungala – www.heritancehotels.com 

Casa Colombo (Colombo) – www.casacolombo.com 

Visit: www.srilankatourism.org.uk Contact, Jean-Marc Flambert at jeanmarc.flambert@btinternet.com.

Cultural re-openings in Rome 

The Palazzo Barberini and its Galleria Nazionale di Arte Antica

The magnificent Palazzo Barberini and its Galleria Nazionale di Arte Antica has re-opened to the public. Maffeo Barberini, Pope Urbano VIII, commissioned the construction of the Palazzo in 1623 and with the contribution of Maderno, Bernini, Borromini and Piero da Cortona, the most important architects of Renaissance Rome. 

After years of restoration work, the public can now again admire the masterpieces of the Gallery of Ancient Art such as:  Raphael’s  “La Fornarina”, Giulio Romano’s “Madonna with child”, Lorenzo Lotto’s “The mystic wedding of St Catherine” as well as the portrait of Henry VIII by Holbein and Caravaggio’s “Judith and Oloferne”. Visit: www.palazzobarberini.it.

 

The Museo di Villa Torlonia

After a two-year restoration another forgotten jewel of 18th century Rome has been re-opened in the Parco di Villa Torlonia. The Casino Nobile, elegant residence of the Princes Torlonia has been officially and permanently re-opened to the public and now hosts the Museo di Villa Torlonia on the first floor and the Museo della Scuola Romana (modern Roman artists museum) on the second floor. 

The Casino Nobile itself is a masterpiece of architecture and is richly decorated. Notoriously perhaps, Mussolini used it as his headquarter from 1925 to 1943 and hosts also two bunkers, one anti-gas and one anti-air raids. Visit: www.zetema.it
 

The Barracco Museum

After a lengthy restoration, the famous Barracco’s Collection of sculptures (located in the Barracco Museum, just off Campo de’ Fiori) has reopened and it is now equipped with multimedia tools and internet stations. 

The Collection is made up of a selection of over 400 Egypytian, Cypriot, Phoenician, Etruscan, Greek and Roman works that show how sculpting techniques evolved among the various populations that have inhabited the Mediterranean basin over the centuries. Signor Barracco himself called sculpture “the mother of all art forms”.

 

The Casino dei Giochi d’Acqua in Villa Borghese

The Casino dei Giochi d’Acqua in Villa Borghese, the best loved villa and park in the centre of Rome has re-opened.  The building was damaged at the end of the 19th century during the French invasion of the capital, losing in this way its decorative elements, and was then subsequently rebuilt and transformed to stock citrus fruits (Aranciera or Orangerie). 

Now the Aranciera hosts the collection of the Italian-American art collector Carlo Bilotti including works by De Chirico, Andy Warhol, Giacomo Manzu’ and Larry Rivers all important modern works of art that are being given prominence in this impressive new exhibition space.

 

And the Palazzo Madama in Turin 

After a grand restoration, the Palazzo Madama (Lady Palace), one of the finest examples of Baroque Europe has reopened and it is possible once again to visit the one time residence of Maria Cristina of France and Maria Giovanna Battista di Savoia-Nemours.   

The building also houses the Civic Museum of Ancient Art, and this reopening will give visitors the chance to see the many collections within the museum, back in their "home". 

The Museum of Ancient Art will house many new masterpieces in the occasion of the re-opening.  After almost 19 years of being closed to the major public, the Palace will not only be showcasing the restoration of the architectural and decorative structures, but also new works of art.  

This new version of the Palace will feature over 70,000 works, between paintings and sculptures, gold, silver, porcelain, and much more.  Many new revelations are throughout the Palace, waiting to be discovered.  Visit: www.palazzomadamatorino.it

Contact: Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk.

Kiwi walking trails in New Zealand 

Dusky Track, Fiordland

For experienced trekkers with a high level of fitness, The Dusky Track is Fiordland's backcountry at its most rugged and wild. Highlights include Lake Hauroko - the deepest in NZ - vast granite outcrops and spectacular views of Dusky Sound. Visit www.nzwalk.com/dusky-track. 

Heaphy Track, Kahurangi National Park, Nelson

World-renowned for its beauty and diversity, at over 77 km the Heaphy Track is the longest of the Department of Conservation's Great Walks. It passes through a range of dramatic landscapes in Kahurangi National park at the top of the South Island.  Visit: www.kahurangiwalks.co.nz. 

Banks Peninsula Track, Akaroa, near Christchurch

Beginning in the historic seaside village of Akaroa, the Banks Peninsula Track takes in 35 km of breathtaking volcanic coastline, native bush, waterfalls and sandy beaches. The walk was the country's first 'private walking track' - a unique collection of 25 hidden trails that explore high country stations and remote areas, usually run by farming families. Visit: www.bankstrack.co.nz. 

Tamaki Hikoi, Auckland

A fascinating, half-day Maori-guided walk in the vibrant city of Auckland, beginning at Maungawhau (Mt. Eden), the site of a majestic Pa (a strategic Maori stronghold) and taking in iconic Auckland landmarks and places of historical significance to the Maori. Visit:  

www.aucklandnz.com/VisitorInformation/Maori_Tourism. 

Marlborough Wine Walk, Marlborough

This scenic wine walk is a leisurely exploration of New Zealand's premier wine-growing region, where participants stroll from cellar door to cellar door, learning the intricacies of the wine making process along the way. Visit: www.southernwilderness.com/wilderness/wilderness_winewalk.

Visit: www.newzealand.com Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk. 

Reef and Rainforest Tours

Reef and Rainforest Tours, a long haul tour operator specialising in upmarket, natural history holidays, has been organising trips to exciting and exotic destinations for over 15 years. 

Their portfolio of destinations now totals 17 and includes: Belize, Costa Rica, Madagascar, Borneo, Ecuador Galapagos, Brazil, Venezuela, Rwanda, Peru, Seychelles, Honduras, Papua New Guinea India, Sri Lanka, Guyana, Panama and Tanzania.  

Included in their 2007 itinerary is: 

Gorilla trekking in Rwanda & Tanzanian safari

Two days of mountain gorilla trekking in Rwanda with the classic safari route of northern Tanzania as typified by the Serengeti plains, Ngorongoro Crater, Tarangire and Lake Manyara.

 
Panama & Costa Rica
With new Air Costa Rica and Air Panama routes, it has never been easier to combine Panama’s canal, Caribbean islands and Darien wilderness with the volcanoes, rainforests and Pacific beaches of Costa Rica. 

 
Galapagos cruise
A seven-night Galapagos cruise and the Ecuadorian mainland led by Quentin Bloxam of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, including the Napo Wildlife Centre in Ecuador’s Amazonia. 

Borneo

Borneo’s Beguiling Wildlife tour will include, for the first time, Borneo’s Sukau Lodge, which scooped third prize in the 2006 International Eco-Tourism Awards.  

 
Ambua Lodge, Papua New Guinea

The Ambua Lodge, in the Tari Valley, Papua New Guinea, is located in one of the world’s last unspoilt destinations.  

 

Visit: www.reefandrainforest.co.uk. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com.

· A place to stay

The Bristol Hotels’

High Times at the Hotel Bristol contains 20 chapters of tales and history, anecdote and gossip surrounding some of the world’s 150 or so hotels called Bristol.

It includes Lady Thatcher’s finest hour at the Bristol in Warsaw, Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson at the Bristol in Vienna, Yasser Arafat’s widow and Le Bristol in Paris

It is widely thought that these hotels were originally named after the scandalous 4th Earl Bristol, a bishop and an outrageous flirt who roamed Europe amassing works of art for his English estate at Ickworth in Suffolk and demanding the best hospitality that money could buy. 

In this collection of short stories based on hotels that take the Earl-Bishop’s name, Roger Williams’ hero Tom Cotton uncovers the extraordinary events they have witnessed and has quite a few adventures himself.

High Times at the Hotel Bristol is a 210pp paperback with a planned publishing date of 21 March 2007

The full text or separate chapters of High Times at the Hotel Bristol are available for review in PDF format by emailing bristolbook@btinternet.com. 
Contact: Romina Kennedy at rkennedy@roccofortehotels.com.

The Royal Villa at the Hotel Ishtar, Dead Sea

The Royal Villa at Kempinski’s new flagship resort property the Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea is a retreat for those seeking luxury and privacy.

The Dead Sea located on the border between the West Bank, Israel, and Jordan, and lies in the Jordan Rift Valley. The main tributary is the Jordan River.

It measures 67 kilometres (42 mi) long and up to 18 kilometres (11 mi) wide, and at 418 metres below sea level do ice and the deepest hypersaline lake in the world not cover the Earth’s lowest point. It is also the saltiest body of water on Earth. 

The Dead Sea has attracted interest and visitors from around the Mediterranean basin for thousands of years. It was a place of refuge for King David, it was one of the world's first health resorts for Herod the Great, and it has been the supplier of products as diverse as balms for Egyptian mummification to potash for fertilizers. 

The Royal Villa is also the ideal place to relax and enjoy magnificent views across the Dead Sea. 

The Royal Villa also provides guests with their own private wellness area and a personal chauffeur to show guests the sites of Petra, or to enjoy a day’s adventure at Wadi Mujib or to take a trip into the buzzing city of Amman.

Visit: www.kempinski-deadsea. Contact:  Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com. 

The Kempinski Resort and Spa, Hainan Island, China

Kempinski Hotels has opened a new five star hotel in Sanya on Hainan Island, the smallest province of the People's Republic of China, located off the southern coast of the country. It consists of several islands, the largest of which is called Hainan Island (Hainan Dao).

Considered to be China's Hawaii with year rounds temperatures above 22 degrees centigrade, Sanya is set to see a tourist boom in 2007. 

The tropical island has seen significant tourism growth over the past year with the introduction of new flights, including Airtours (www.airtours.co.uk) from the UK. The Kempinski is the only resort on the beach of Sanya Bay and the first of several five star hotels to open on the island this year.
The Kempinski Resort and Spa is built on 2.5km of land along a private sandy beach, ten minutes from Sanya Phoenix International Airport and fifteen minutes from Sanya city centre. The hotel has 408 rooms, including one presidential villa with 12 suites, 21 deluxe suites and five junior suites. Every room has a private balcony with a hot tub overlooking the mountains or the ocean, as well as plasma screen TVs and high-speed internet access.
The Angsana Spa, operated by Banyan Tree offers a range of wellness and beauty treatments including a signature Vitality package, a soothing Dream therapy and Yin & Yang Balancing for stress relief. 

The island has some of the most spectacular scenery, including 'The Remotest Cape of the Earth' where huge boulders rise from the white beach and Xiao Dongtian, 40 km west of Sanya, where you can see some of Hainan's prettiest countryside - translucent water, green hills and marbled rocks with quirky names such as an old celestial man lying on the sea. 

In Nanshan, also 40km from Sanya, there is a 108 metre tall bronze statue of Buddha on a man made island within a Buddhism cultural park with temples and landscaped gardens. 

Wuzhizhou Island offers great diving with the best coral reef in Hainan, abundant natural flora and fauna, original rain forests and green hills. It can be reached by boat from Sanya.
Sanya is 90 minutes flight away from Hong Kong with Dragonair, China Southern and Hong Kong Airlines. 

Visit www.kempinski.com. Contact Emma Hill at emma@hillanddeanpr.com.

The Dryfesdale Country House Hotel, Scotland 

The Dryfesdale Country House Hotel, which is just over an hour from Glasgow and Edinburgh airports, is a luxury four-star former manse, which dates back to 1762.

The hotel, which has been voted the AA Scottish Service Hotel of the Year, is set amongst five acres of elevated parkland and overlooks Annandale and the beautiful surrounding countryside.

Its new restaurant enjoys impressive views over the rolling hills of Dumfries & Galloway. 

Michelin trained Head Chef Thierry Delliege utilises local produce including Solway salmon, Galloway beef and Lockerbie cheeses.
 

Visit: http://www.dryfesdalehotel.co.uk/. Contact Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Huka Lodge, Taupo, New Zealand

The Huka Lodge, Taupo, New Zealand has been voted the Best Hotel/Resort in Australia and New Zealand by the Gallivanter’s Guide Award’s for Excellence are the result of an annual reader’s poll.

Condé Nast Traveller also named Huka Lodge as the highest scoring property (with 97.78 out of a possible 100) in the Best Hotels for Rooms in Australasia and South Pacific section of their annual Gold List. 

Visit: www.hukalodge.co.nz. Contact Louise Smythe at louise@hukalodge.co.nz. 

Rocco Forte Hotels 

Luxury hotel collection Rocco Forte Hotels has been voted The Best Hotel Chain in the inaugural Luxury Travel Reader Awards.  

Rocco Forte Hotels was established in 1996 to create a collection of luxury hotels in Europe. The hotels have individual styles, with each hotel reflecting its nationality and location. The collection is linked together under the Rocco Forte Hotels brand.

The Rocco Forte Hotels collection includes:

· Hotel de Russie, Rome

· Hotel Savoy, Florence

· The Balmoral, Edinburgh

· The St David’s Hotel & Spa, Cardiff

· The Lowry Hotel, Manchester

· Hotel Astoria, St Petersburg

· Hotel Amigo, Brussels

· Le Richemond, Geneva (currently closed for refurbishment)

· Brown’s Hotel, London 

· Villa Kennedy, Frankfurt

· Hotel de Rome, Berlin

Future openings:  

· Munich – spring 2007

· Prague – 2008

· Verdura Golf & Spa Resort, Sicily – 2008

Visit: www.roccofortehotels.com Contact: Sue Heady at sheady@roccofortehotels.com 

The Kigali InterContinental Hotel and Kivu Sun Hotel, Rwanda

Serena Hotels has taken over the Kigali InterContinental Hotel and Kivu Sun Hotel, Rwanda and they will now be relaunched, following an extensive refurbishment. 

Rwanda, officially the Republic of Rwanda, is a small landlocked country in the Great Lakes region of east-central Africa, with a population of approximately 8 million. Uganda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Tanzania border it. 

Its fertile and hilly terrain, which gives it the title "Land of a Thousand Hills, supports the densest populations in continental Africa. The country is known to the outside world for the infamous 1994 Rwandan genocide that resulted in the deaths of up to one million people.

The Kigali InterContinental, a 104-room five-star hotel based in the heart of the country’s capital will be renamed Kigali Serena Hotel. Planned investment of US$ 9.5 million will see the construction of 50 additional guest bedrooms, a modern health and fitness centre and general upgrade of the hotel facilities.

The 72-room four-star Kivu Sun Hotel, located on the shores of Lake Kivu close of the border with Democratic Republic of Congo, is to be developed into a top quality spa facility maximizing its scenic lake side location and will be known as Lake Kivu Serena Hotel.

The Hotel Group is owned by the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development (AKFED), an international development agency, which promotes entrepreneurship in the private sector in specific regions of the developing world. 

Visit: www.serenahotels.com. Contact: Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk. 
· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in March 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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