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Here are opportunities for Alliance members that have come through in the last couple of weeks. 

For a list of all opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Puerto Aventuras, Eastern Mexican Caribbean

Located in the heart of the Riviera Maya in the Eastern Mexican Caribbean, the, guard-gated residential resort community of Puerto Aventuras.

It is just 15 minutes from Playa del Carmen and 30 minutes north of the ancient Mayan walled city of Tulum, built in the 6th century, AD. 

Within the Puerto Aventuras resort, lies the Aventuras Club®-consisting of three elegant, environmentally diverse, villa enclaves. 

Aventuras Club, Riviera Maya is looking for travel writers who know Mexico and the Riviera Maya to write about the newest fractional project inside the elegant Puerto Aventuras resort complex, for their magazines and newspapers. 

If Alliance members can get to Cancun, the Aventuras Club will get you to Puerto Aventuras, and put you in a condo for a few days, so you can experience both the club and the environment. 

The invitation is for journalists who have specific relationships with solid travel publications. 

Visit: www.aventurasclub.com. Contact: Susan Kime at susan@kime.com.

Boath House, Nairn, Scotland 

Luxury Scottish country house hotel Boath House, nr the seaside town of Nairn has two newly created butler attended rooms.

The hotel will be delighted to provide facilities for Alliance embers on commission.

See also a place to stay (below).

Visit: www.boath-house.com.  Contact Michelle Nelson at Michelle@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Have Horse Will Travel 

Have Horse Will Travel is looking for travel writers with an interest in rare and unique equestrian holidays who could get a national or major regional commission or are doing news round ups. 
Stories could include a unique opportunity to visit the Royal Family of Jordan’s private stud on a trip to all the major sites of Jordan; a teenager’s summer camp in August in Iceland riding the Icelandic ponies with their rare 5th pace; rides along the Dali Coast or Mediterranean Coasts of Spain.

Visit: www.hhwtravel.co.uk.  

Caroline Corfield-Rose at Core Communications email caroline@corecommunications.co.uk 
Rosen Hotels in Orlando

Rosen Hotels would be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. 
 

This hotel offers an 18-hole championship golf course, a full service Spa at Shingle Creek, twelve dining/lounging options, four outdoor swimming pools, two Jacuzzis, two lighted tennis courts, sand volleyball, horseshoes and more. 

 

The hotel is uniquely situated on 230 acres on Shingle Creek, headwaters to the Florida Everglades, so offers spectacular views and nature trails, fishing and more.  

Visit: www.rosenshinglecreek.com. 

To arrange a stay contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com or call (407) 332-5212 office or (407) 718-4640 cell.

Buy Lithuania, 12 to 16 September 2007

 
The Lithuanian Hotel and Restaurant Association in cooperation with the Lithuanian Ministry of Economy, the Lithuanian State Department of Tourism at the Ministry of Economy and the Lithuanian Tourism Association is inviting Alliance members to apply to participate in the 5th International Workshop of Incoming Tourism Buy Lithuania.
 
This will be held in Vilnius, Lithuania between 12 and 16 September 2007.
The aim of the Workshop (to be held on 13 September) is to present the vast variety of Lithuanian tourist attractions and services, to facilitate contacts with local suppliers, to find new partners. 
 
From the host side the workshop will be participated by hotel managers, incoming agents, and those otherwise involved in tourism.
 
The organizers have launched a special program for press representatives and will cover all expenses for flight tickets, accommodation, ground transportation, meals and sightseeing tours.
 
Visit: www.lvra.lt. Those interested should email: lvra@mail.lt. 
 
Aldemar Thalasso Spa on Crete, Greece

The Aldemar Thalasso Spa on Crete is celebrating its 10th anniversary and is inviting Alliance members interested in review the spa to go on a press trip during September and October. 

 

The Spa is looking for travel writers writing for or with a commission from a national or mainstream women’s/men’s ‘glossy’ publication.

Visit: www.aldemarhotels.com.

 

To arrange a press trip or further information and images regarding Aldemar Hotels & Spa contact Marlen Taffarello on marlen@fcdcom.co.uk. 

Press trips to Oregon, Tucson and Italy with Zephyr Adventures

Zephyr Adventures is offering press trip opportunities for qualified travel writers who have a written (email) confirmation of interest from a major print publication. 
Online-only travel websites are not eligible. All land costs are included but complimentary airfare is not available.

Oregon Wine Adventure, September 30 to October 4, 2007

Zephyr Adventures is launching a brand new Wine Adventures division in 2008 that will start with active tours in seven major wine areas of the world. This will be the only company in the world focused on providing active tourism for wine fans. This five-day Press Tour was created in cooperation with Travel Oregon. Eight spots are available. 
Visit: www.ZephyrAdventures.com.  

Tucson Hiking Spa Week, December 9-14, 2007

Devon Hiking Spa is a new destination spa company that runs weeklong hiking spa vacations in Arizona, Colorado, and Vermont. The spa vacations are unique in that participants arrive and depart as a group and actually learn tools to help them lead a healthy life back at home. This Tucson, Arizona-based hiking spa week is on our regular schedule and so will be filled with paying customers. We can take up to four journalists. 
Visit: www.DevonHikingSpa.com.  

Italy Self-Guided Travel, Fall 2007

Our Self-Guided Adventures division operates self-guided hiking, biking, and driving tours in Tuscany and Umbria. Our customers (or you as a journalist) pick your own date and itinerary. We then make your hotel reservations, meet you upon your arrival, provide you with route instructions and maps, and deliver your luggage from place to place. We are advancing the state of travel by providing GPS Navigation Units to our driving tour customers and Portable Media Players filled with video clips of our Italian guide to all our travellers. 
Visit: www.SelfGuidedAdventures.com.  

Contact: Allan Wright at allan@ZephyrAdventures.com. 

Various press trip opportunities 

Representation Plus (www.representationplus.co.uk) is organising a number of press trips for commissioned media during the rest of this year.

July and August


Individual summer short break press trips to Budapest, Prague and Lisbon with Corinthia Hotels International 

September


9 - 12 

Brittany Short breaks group press trip, seafood, culture, heritage and fresh air


15 – 20
 
Group press trip, Oman, Muscat and beyond, enjoy the festivities of 

Ramadan and the first year of permission for alcohol to be served in certain International Hotels during Ramadan.

23 - 27 
Group press trip, Maltese Gastronomy and Gozo the ideal ingredients, vineyards, olive groves, fish markets, cooking lessons, and tastings with celebrity Chef Tom Kime

26 
Ferrari Convention Assembly, Malta, a great opportunity for an individual trip to Malta for car and racing enthusiasts

October


1- 4 

Oman Travel Trade Roadshow and media lunches (London, Manchester, 

Glasgow)


4 - 7

Group press trip, try some of Brittany's 34 Golf Courses and join the fourth 

new event of the Challenge Tour season, the Open International de Bretagne, over the magnificent links course at Golf de Pleneuf Val André


4 - 8 

Group press trip, Grenada Cricket Classics - combine a national sport with 

some of England and the West Indies top players and a look at the evolving Spice Island and some of the new development sites.


17 - 21 

Group press trip, Walk on the wild side in Malta; climbing, absailing, horse 

riding, cycling, trekking, a range of water sports and the Rolex Middle Sea Race to whet your appetite

10-20  

Classic Cars Grand Prix Rally, Valletta Malta


November 

1-5  

International Choir Festival, Malta

December 
 
6 - 9 

Group press trip to Brittany's top spas including the first ever 

Thalassotherapy Centre in France

Individual Spa trips can be organised throughout the year to Brittany, Oman, Malta or the Corinthia Grand Hotel and Spa in Budapest. 

Visit: www.grenadagrenadines.com, www.visitmalta.com, www.omantourism.gov.om, www.corinthiahotels.com, and www.brittanytourism.com.


Contact: Kate Fenton at kate@representationplus.co.uk. 

The 2007 Aldeburgh Food and Drink Festival

The 2007 Aldeburgh Food and Drink Festival takes place on Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 September Snape Maltings, Suffolk, UK.

The Festival coincides with British Food Fortnight and is designed to celebrate the array of local produce available to us all within a few miles of Aldeburgh.
The itinerary includes celebrity-chef cooking demonstrations and a host of regional and premier food producers selling their products.

This year, the event, which is sponsored by Adnams, will also incorporate an additional week of food-focused fun and activity – encouraging schools, businesses, restaurateurs, hoteliers and discerning food enthusiasts to get involved.

From 21 September, a series of taster opportunities, educational events and alfresco dining sessions will be held along the Heritage Coast. 

Alliance members can be accommodated in Suffolk thanks to partnerships with Adnams Hotels (www.adnams.co.uk/hotels) and other hospitality venues. 

This can be arranged for the weekend of the main festival or for the preceding week’s activities. 

Visit: www.aldeburghfoodanddrink.co.uk. Contact: Jenny Loyd at jenny@aldeburghfoodanddrink.co.uk or on 01728 688303.

Italian Travel Writing Awards

The Italian State Tourist Board is holding its first Travel Writing Awards for UK based writers. 

The best travel pieces in each of the four categories and the best travel guide will be awarded with a prize at a Gala evening to be held in early December 2007.

The categories are   

· Best newspaper article, daily or weekend issue

· Best magazine article, travel magazines or consumer magazines (travel section)

· Best travel trade article (travel trade magazines or weekly issues)

· Special category: Best overall newspaper or magazine for number and quality of articles on Italy.

· Best travel guide to Italy, Italian region/ area or city.

All articles must be travel and tourism pieces on Italy in general or on a specific Italian city, region or area and must have been published by a newspaper daily or weekend issue, travel or consumer magazine or travel trade magazine in Great Britain between 1 January 2007 and 15 October2007.

Travel guidebooks must be new editions on Italy in general; an Italian region or area or a specific city and they must have been published in Great Britain by 15 October 2007. 

Contact: Stefania Gatta at stefaniagatta@italiantouristboard.co.uk. 
· Industry news

UNWTO

The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) will hold the Second International Conference on Climate Change and Tourism in Davos, Switzerland, from 1-3 October 2007. 

The Conference is organized together with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and supported by the World Economic Forum (WEF).

Visit: http://climate.unwto.org/. Contact: UNWTO Press and Communications at comm@unwto.org
France 

The Paris Ile-de-France Regional Tourist Board is launching its new “C’est so Paris” advertising campaign this month with the aim of promoting a modern image of the French capital. Visit: www.CestSoParis.com. Contact: Nathalie Moine at nmoine@pidf.com.

UK: London 

Red Carnation are both delighted and honoured that the collection's two flagship 5-star London hotels, The Milestone Hotel & Apartments in Kensington and "41" in Buckingham Palace Road, have been recognised in the Travel & Leisure 2007.

The Milestone (www.milestonehotel.com) was voted 2nd best hotel in Europe, 4th best small hotel in the World and 5th best hotel in the World 
 "41" (www.41hotel.com) was voted 10th best hotel in Europe voted 31st best hotel in the World.

Visit www.redcarnation.com. Contact Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com 
Shangri-La Hotel, Vienna

Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, Asia Pacific’s luxury hotel group, is to open the Shangri-La Hotel, Vienna in late 2009. The 207-room hotel will be located in the former Erste Bank headquarters on the Schubertring in the city’s 1st district (Bezirk). Visit: http://www.shangri-la.com. Contact: Joanne Watkins at joanne.watkins@shangri-la.com. 
Etihad Airways 

Etihad Airways’ Abu Dhabi to Sydney service now operates daily with travellers out of the UK able to travel to Sydney via Abu Dhabi from London Heathrow and Manchester. Etihad Airways, which is the national airline of the United Arab Emirates, has flights to 43 destinations in the Middle East, Europe, North America, Africa and Asia. Visit:  www.etihadairways.com. Contact O'Brien, Rosie at rosie.obrien@fleishmaneurope.com. 
The UK Lake District 

For the latest issue of Lake District News visit: www.golakes.co.uk/floyd. For ready-made itineraries for press trips to the hidden treasures of the East and West Lakes visit: http://www.cumbriatourism.org/press/media/newsletters/News_summer07.pdf Contact: Julie Darroch at JDarroch@cumbriatourism.org. 

US Virgin Islands, St Thomas

The Wyndham Sugar Bay Resort & Spa has completed the renovation of the 300-room resort. Visit www.wyndhamsugarbayresort.com. This summer also sees the conclusion of the two-year, $25 million overhaul of every public space in the 479-room Frenchman’s Reef.  Visit www.frenchmansreefmarriott.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

Map scarves 

Inspired by the silk 'escape maps' issued to Allied airmen during WWII, Map Scarves has produced a collection of nine scarves covering London, Paris, Rome, Venice, Berlin, Vienna, New York, San Francisco, Washington DC. Visit: www.mapscarves.com. Contact: Vicky Hales at vicky@mapscarves.com 

Greece 

The Capsis Hotels & Resorts has undergone a 25 million euro refurbishment project. The hotel, in Aghia Pelaghia, is 20 minutes from the city of Heraklion, Crete. Visit: www.capsis.gr. Contact: Katilena Alpe katilena@dk-associates.co.uk. 
European railways 

Rail operators - Germany's Deutsche Bahn, France's SNCF, Belgium's SNCB, The Netherlands' NS Hispeed, Austria's ÖBB, Switzerland's SBB and Eurostar UK - have joined forces to offer travelers seamless high-speed train travel across international borders in Western Europe. Ffestiniog Travel provides train tickets worldwide. Visit www.festtravel.co.uk.  Contact: Sarah Belcher at s.belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

Etihad Airways

Etihad Airways will start a four flights-a-week service from its Abu Dhabi home base to the Nepalese capital, Kathmandu, in October. Visit www.etihadairways.com. Contact: Rosie Obrien at rosie.obrien@fleishmaneurope.com. 
bmi

Bmi is to launch daily flights from London to the Egyptian capital of Cairo from October. Visit: www.flybmi.com. Contact Monica Barten at Monica.Barten@fourcommunications.com. 
Rome Cavalieri Hilton

The five-star deluxe Rome Cavalieri Hilton is offering guests complimentary use of personal “city navigator” devices that function as MP3 players. The hotel has partnered with Italy’s music entertainment makers MusicBox, a new device which plays music and video. The hotel’s personalised MusicBox device will offer two audio tours guiding them through the Eternal City. Visit: www.cavalieri-hilton.it.  Contact: Emma Powell at emma@grifcopr.com. 
Royal Jordanian

Royal Jordanian airlines have launched twice-weekly direct scheduled flights between Amman and Budapest in a code-share arrangement with Malév Hungarian Airlines. Contact: Lauretta Aydiner at lauretta.aydiner@virgin.net. 
Irish Festival Cruise

More than 40 hours of traditional Irish entertainment will perform during the 17th Annual Irish Festival Cruise aboard Celebrity Cruise Line's Millennium departing from Fort Lauderdale on 27 January 2008. The weeklong cruise to San Juan, Tortola, Casa de Campo and Labadee will combines the best in Irish music, dance and culture with luxurious Caribbean cruising. Visit: www.irishtours.co. Contact: Mary Rowley at agency@irishtours.com 
· Leads

Canada

Alltracks Academy, the specialist in ski and snowboard courses in Whistler, offers the opportunity for ‘gap year’ students or ‘career breakers’ to fast track to their dream of becoming a ski instructor, (11 week course) or just a far better skier or boarder on one of their 3 or 4 week improver courses. Over two million people visit Whistler, British Columbia annually, primarily for its world-famous alpine skiing and mountain biking. Visit: www.alltracksacademy.com. Contact: Caroline Corfield-Rose at caroline@corecommuniccations.co.uk. 


Cyprus

The 5 Star Four Seasons Hotel in Cyprus has launched an exclusive spa experience, a Shiseido Spa.  The property has partnered with the Japanese skincare company Shiseido to offer the treatments alongside locally inspired therapies in the existing Thalasso Spa.  Four new treatment rooms have been added as well as a second dedicated relaxation area.  

Visit: www.fourseasons.com.cy and www.shiseido-europe.com. Contact: Dimitra Kolotoura at Dimitra@dk-associates.co.uk.  

France 

The French ski resort of Sainte Foy, which is situated beneath the towering Mount Pourri and above the Tarentaise Valley, provides excellent ski slopes and breathtaking views. Luxury ski holiday provider Premiere Neige offers accommodation ranging from self catered apartments to luxury 5 star catered chalets. Yellowstone, the flagship of Premiere Neige's portfolio was opened in December 2006. Visit: www.premiere-neige.com. Contact: Ginny Lawson at: ginny@crimsonedge.co.uk
Germany 

VFB's new six-day river cruise winds its way through the gorges and valleys of the rivers Rhine and Moselle, discovering fairy tale castles, mediaeval towns and celebrated German vineyards. Starting from Frankfurt, the cruise allows plenty of time to stop and explore the region's fortified towns and half-timbered villages as well as wine tasting. Visit: www.vfbholidays.co.uk. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at r.holloway@travelpr.co.uk. 

Israel: The Red Sea Jazz Festival

The 21st Red Sea Jazz Festival takes place in Eilat, Israel, from 27 to 30 August. The event attracts 70, 000 people over the four days with concerts will be held in four open sky concert halls in the Eilat Sea Port. The festival features a broad spectrum of music styles from New Orleans and Latin to top Israeli groups; every effort is made to provide for a wide range of jazz tastes. Visit: www.redseajazzeilat.com. Contact: Melissa Ramsden at melissa@igto.co.uk.

Israel: Mini Israel 

Mini Israel, which promotes itself as the world’s largest miniature model park, includes more than 350 models from around the entire country. Visitors can see a “small-scale” view of the churches of Jerusalem and Nazareth, view the Western Wall and Knesset, travel to Massada and the Dead The Park is sited on the main Tel Aviv - Jerusalem highway, only 15 minutes from Ben Gurion Airport. Visit: www.miniisrael.co.il. Contact: Melissa Ramsden at melissa@igto.co.uk. 
Mexico 

Villa Premiere & Spa, the 83-room beachfront retreat on Puerto Vallarta's golden sand beach, has introduced a new Premiere Honeymoon Package. Visit www.premiereonline.com.mx. Contact: Rebie Batista at rebie@andriamitsakospr.com. 
Scotland

There’s the chance to tour Scotland in a ‘Scooby Camper’. The original 1960's split-screen, right-hand drive VW campervans and microbuses have been nurtured by a team of VW mechanics who have installed brand new engines, satellite navigation, state-of-the art sound system and DVD player. The paintwork is polished, the chrome is gleaming, and the open road beckons. Visit: www.scoobycampers.com. Contact: Gillian Thompson at gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com.
Scotland  

Lennoxlove House has completed a £3million restoration project to transform the property into one of the most exclusive places to stay in Scotland. For the first time will be able to sleep in the house in one of the newly created luxury suites. Visit: www.lennoxlove.com. Contact: Gillian Thompson at gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com. 

Scotland 

Wild in Scotland has launched a new 5-night tour around the island of Orkney operating throughout the season until the 2 October 2007. This unique Isle is far removed from the mainland and the Western Isles and provides a genuine contrast to the more commonly visited Scottish Islands and allows guests the chance to have some truly distinctive experiences. Visit: www.wildinscotland.com. Contact: Gillian Thompson at gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com.
Scotland 

The Loch Ness Lodge, which opens in the Summer of 2007, is set to become a sought after luxury and special occasions venue offering a variety of romantic accommodation options for parties looking for a special venue for an unforgettable celebration.  The romantic Highland retreat can accommodate up to 14 guests in the Lodge’s seven individually styled en-suite bedrooms. Visit: www.loch-ness-lodge.com. Contact: Gillian Thompson at gillian.thompson@visitscotland.com.
UK: England 

Several of Maritime Greenwich’s iconic buildings and hidden architectural treasures, some of which are not generally open to the public, will be welcoming visitors free of charge on Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 September as part of the ‘Open House’ London weekend. The falls within the Maritime Greenwich Festival. Visit www.openhouse.org.uk. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 

· Reasons to write about

The Flint Hills Scenic Byway, Kansas

Some of the million or so cattle that graze in the Flint Hills’ pastures, once the domain of buffalo, can be seen from the 48 miles of its Highway 177 that comprises Flint Hills Scenic Byway in Kansas. 

The route starts in the tiny ranch town of Cassoday (population 130), where the dirt Main Street has a few weathered 19th-century wooden buildings housing an antiques store and a cafe popular with cowboys, truck drivers and bikers. 

It then goes through a handful of small towns and past the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve to Council Grove, a former staging area on the Santa Fe Trail. More recently, tourist amenities have been upgraded in the Flint Hills, especially in Chase County, made famous by William Least Heat-Moon’s 1991 book “PrairyErth.”  

In Cottonwood Falls the two-block shopping district is dominated by the grand Chase County Courthouse, the oldest county courthouse (1873) still in use in Kansas (currently being renovated).  Made of native honey-hued limestone with a red mansard roof, it resembles a small chateau.

Visit: www.nps.gov/tapr. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
Ranch riding horse-analaties

Ranch Rider, the North American ranch and riding holidays, has introduced horse-analaties, which ensures rider and mount are also perfectly suited.  


At the Lonesome Spur in Montana, riders are first assessed on their ability to ride – safety being of the utmost importance, and mounts are then chosen accordingly.  Horses and their partners can often change in just seven days as riders progress in their ability so guests won’t necessarily be riding the same mount for the whole holiday. 

A book containing pictures of the horses and all their personalities is shown to riders at the beginning of the holiday so they know which horse to catch as they run into the corral from the pasture – an exciting start to the ranch stay.  

Honeybear, an eight-year-old Palomino quarter horse is the all round babysitter inspiring first time riders with confidence. His gentle personality means he is empathetic to the rider, slowing down if he feels his partner is unsure.

 
At the Chilcotin Ranch in British Columbia they have been developing their breed of Cariboo-Chilcotin horses over several generations.  

These Mountain Cayuse horses still have the wilderness coursing through their veins, but each mount comes with a distinctive personality.  The ranch has devised a list of five specific character traits, from the leader of the pack – the epitome of the alpha male, to the horse described as a lover not a fighter – the latter type winning your heart with his sincerity, friendliness and eagerness to please.  

 
Visit Ranch Rider at www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan McGeady at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.
Unknown Caribbean carnivals

St Lucia Flower Festivals

St Lucia has two rival flower societies, the Roses and the Marguerites, who each hold festivals.  The Feast of St Rose De Lima is held on 30 August and the Feast of the Marguerite is held on 17 October.  Each festival culminates in colourful processions through the streets, led by the Kings and Queens of the festivals.

Antigua Warri Festival 

Warri is the national board game of Antigua, which has its origins in the West Coast of Africa. The game, played on a thick board made from local wood, is played with small shells found on local beaches. The national festival (13 October) is the highlight of Antigua’s sporting calendar and players come from around the world to take part. 

Pirates Week in the Cayman Islands

Pirates Week begins on 8 November with an invasion by pirates and continues with a street dance and fireworks. A perfect festival for children, the week continues with an underwater treasure hunt, a children’s fun day and the release of turtles on one of the Island’s public beaches. The week ends with the trial of the Pirates and the Cayman Heritage Day parade.

Visit www.caribtours.co.uk. Contact: Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

The Be2Gether festival, Lithuania

Be2Gether, the largest music and entertainment festival in the Baltics, takes place by a 16th century castle in Norviliskes, Lithuania by the border with Belarus from 24 to 26 August.

Artists including Morcheeba, Bloodhound Gang, Therapy?, The Young Knives and Datarock, will perform at festival while touring major European festivals, such as Reading, Roskilde and Glastonbury. 

Among others the festival will include Lithuanian artists Andrius Mamontovas, Skamp, G&G Sindikatas, British/Lithuanian group Joana and the Wolf, Belarusian bands Lyapis Trubetskoy, IQ48; Leaves from Iceland, Poets of the Fall from Finland, Tribes of the City from Latvia, Tanel Padar & the Sun from Estonia; well known Zion Train from UK and New York Ska Jazz Ensemble from US.

Visit: http://www.b2g.lt/en/. For accreditation contact: Rytis Sabas at press@b2g.lt.

For Lithuania visit: www.lithuaniatourism.co.uk. Contact: Indre Trakimaite at info@lithuaniatourism.co.uk
Videy Island, Iceland 

The historic island of Videy, a seven-minute boat ride from Reykjavik harbour, is being promoted as the city’s playground. 
Icelandic operator Reykjavik Whale Watching is running trips to the tiny island for its historic sites, site-specific artwork and unusual outdoor activities.

Travellers are now able to try out blokarting like go-carting with a sail, and mountain kick biking using a scooter with modified large wheels, on the island’s rugged terrain. 
Hiking trails go past basaltic columns and other fascinating rock formations and more than 30 species of breeding birds can be encountered including eider ducks, greylags sandpipers and sea pies. 


Videy, which was inhabited from the 10th century, was the site of an Augustine monastery from 1225 to 1539 and a place of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. 
The now uninhabited island is home Iceland’s oldest church, dating back to 1774 complete with its original interior.  

Videy House, now a restaurant and art gallery, was Iceland’s first stone building constructed in the middle of the 17th century. 

Ferries to Videy depart Reykjavik’s Sundahofn harbour eight times per day from May 7 – September 30 each year. There is also a daily service from the Old Harbour. 
Visit: www.elding.is and www.visiticeland.com. Contact: Helen Smithson – helen@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

St. Jacob’s Country, Ontario, Canada

About a century ago, a breakaway group of several families made the long trek from the Amish settlements of Pennsylvania, to south-western Ontario, Canada to establish their own smaller group known as Mennonites, around the village of St. Jacobs, in Waterloo County. 

Now a popular tourist region  “St. Jacobs Country” is a place to explore a simpler side of life. Driving along the highway, you are likely to pass a family of Old Order Mennonites and their distinctive black horse drawn buggy, clip clopping smartly along the specially widened gravel shoulder between lush farmland and immaculate farms. 

Many of the farms operate without the benefit of electricity, telephones or modern machinery - and are still some of the most productive in Ontario. 

In the pretty village of St. Jacobs, the heart of the Mennonite community, there is the recently enlarged and upgraded Visitor Centre where the Mennonite story is brought to life with video and interesting interpretive displays. 

On market day local highways are blocked for miles around to St. Jacobs Market, one the most popular attractions in the area.

The Mennonites are astute businessmen, and were some of the first in the area to link into Agri Tourism. 

Since they developed the original stockyard Farmers Market into a full scale Farmers and Flea market, it has become a local landmark and now has upwards of 600 vendors, selling everything from fresh vegetables and farm produce to quilts, crafts, electronics and clothing

Or take a covered wagon tour pulled by sturdy shire horses for a tour of an old order Mennonite farm.   

Still a busy working farm, corn and apples are the mainstay of life and Kids will especially enjoy the rural activities of the past, with demonstrations of Maple syruping during the season, haymaking and threshing. 

Visit: www.st.jacobs.com. Contact: Tess Bridgwater at tessb@rogers.com.

Latin America’s new Wonders of the World 

Chichen Itza, Mexico

Chichén Itzá, the most famous Mayan temple city, served as the political and economic centre of the Mayan civilization. Its various structures - the pyramid of Kukulkan, the Temple of Chac Mool, the Hall of the Thousand Pillars, and the Playing Field of the Prisoners – can still be seen today and are demonstrative of an extraordinary commitment to architectural space and composition. The pyramid itself was the last, and arguably the greatest, of all Mayan temples.

Machu Picchu, Peru

In the 15th century, the Incan Emperor Pachacútec built a city in the clouds on the mountain known as Machu Picchu ("old mountain"). This extraordinary settlement lies halfway up the Andes Plateau, deep in the Amazon jungle and above the Urubamba River. It was probably abandoned by the Incas because of a smallpox outbreak and, after the Spanish defeated the Incan Empire, the city remained 'lost' for over three centuries. It was rediscovered by Hiram Bingham in 1911.

Christ Redeemer

This statue of Jesus stands some 38 meters tall, atop the Corcovado Mountain overlooking Rio de Janeiro. Designed by Brazilian Heitor da Silva Costa and created by French sculptor Paul Landowski, it is one of the world’s best-known monuments. The statue took five years to construct and was inaugurated on October 12, 1931. It has become a symbol of the city and of the warmth of the Brazilian people, who receive visitors with open arms.

Contact: Susana Cardenas Overstall at scardenas@chime.plc.uk. 
Uniworld's European Grand River Cruises

Uniworld's 2008 European Grand River Cruises has added new itineraries for 2008 including a 7-night Danube Discovery Grand River Cruise from Vienna to Nuremberg; a 7-night Rhine Discovery Grand River Cruise from Nuremberg to Basel, and a 12-night Ukraine, the Black Sea & Istanbul Grand River Cruise between Kiev and Nessebar, along with a 3-night hotel stay in Istanbul.


Visit www.uniworld.com. Contact: Contact Arnelle Kendall at: at akendall@uniworld.com 

Water based activities in Vancouver 

Water is a common theme in Vancouver. It's just about everywhere you look and it's exactly where people want to be come summertime. 

Sunset Sailing
Visitors to Vancouver looking for a unique way to see the city can take a three-hour sunset sail around Vancouver's English Bay with Simplicity Sailing Charters. Visit  : www.simplicitysailingcharters.com. 

Guided kayaking trips up Indian Arm

The Deep Cove Canoe & Kayak Centre offers a variety of guided canoe and kayaking trips including the "Deep Cove Explorer & Natural History Tour" that goes along Indian Arm in search of eagles, seals, salmon and other marine life while learning proper water safety and paddling techniques. Visit: www.deepcovekayak.com.  

Wilderness Paddle and Beach BBQ

Lotus Land Tours offers an exciting six-hour wilderness paddle including a BBQ salmon lunch on an uninhabited island. Visit: www.lotuslandtours.com.  

Takaya Tours 

Takaya Tours has guides from the Coast Salish nation to take guests on a unique two-hour canoe adventure up Indian Arm. Paddle a 13-metre cedar canoe as First Nations guides sing traditional songs, tell stories and point out ancient village sites. Visit: www.takayatours.com.  

Steveston Seabreeze Adventures

Steveston Seabreeze Adventures travel along the rugged coastline en route to the George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary. The sanctuary consists of nearly 300 hectares of managed wetlands, natural marshes and low dikes in the heart of the Fraser River estuary. Visit: www.seabreezeadventures.ca.  

Contact: Emily Armstrong at earmstrong@tourismvancouver.com.

Liverpool’s World Heritage site

England’s first free World Heritage Site pod-cast has been launched in Liverpool. 

The downloadable MP3 guide has been produced by the Liverpool Culture Company, to celebrate the Liverpool’s 800th year and the third anniversary of the city’s inscription by UNESCO on the World Heritage list as ‘a maritime mercantile city of universal value’ to world culture.

Liverpool is one of just four UK cities with World Heritage status and was listed by UNESCO because of the port’s pivotal role during the time of Britain’s greatest global influence from the 18th century to the early 20th century.

The free MP3 guide is available at www.liverpool08.com.

Liverpool’s World Heritage site covers the historic docks on the waterfront; the late-Georgian merchants’ quarter - an area of warehouses and merchants' houses around Duke Street; the grand 19th century exchanges, banks and ‘palaces of commerce’ between Dale Street and Victoria Street; and culminates in the cultural quarter around William Brown Street which is dominated by St George’s Hall – one of the world’s finest neo-Classical buildings.

The site also includes fifteen surviving historic docks, six monumental dockside warehouses and many other important dock structures such as the dock security walls. 

The city also contains one of the finest, and most complete, Victorian commercial districts in Britain and the stunning trio of buildings at the Pier Head form one of the most dramatic and recognisable waterfronts in the world. 

Visit: www.whc.unesco.org. Contact: Mike Doran at Mike.Doran@liverpool.gov.uk.  

Festivals on the Isle of Wight

The Isle of Wight is an English island and county, off the southern English coast, to the south of the county of Hampshire. Popular from Victorian times as a holiday resort, the Isle of Wight is known for its natural beauty and as home to the Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes, a town that hosts a world famous annual regatta.

The White Air Extreme Sports Festival (27 August-2 September)

One of the biggest water and land based extreme sports festivals in Europe, the event showcases extreme sports such as Windsurfing, Kitesurfing and Wavesailing, while Mountain boarding, Skate and BMX ensure the adventure continues on dry land.  

Bestival (7-9 September)

The three-day boutique alternative music event, in the leafy setting of Robin Hill Country Park, annually holds a large fancy dress parade. Acts this year include The Chemical Brothers, Beastie Boys, Gossip and Primal Scream and for the first time in it’s history the event has sold out months before the festival is due to take place, proving it’s increasing popularity. Visit www.bestival.net. 

Little Britain Challenge Cup (6-9 September)

One of the largest regattas in England after Cowes Week. Now in its 15th year, the event is organised by the construction industry for the construction industry. It allows everyone from MDs to builders to compete in a series of races in The Solent. Visit www.littlebritain.co.uk.  

The Isle of Wight Cycling Festival (15-23 September) 

Around 30 different cycling routes taking in the most picturesque areas of the Island as well as local landmarks. Competitors can ‘Cycle the Wight’ and view the Island’s spectacular coastline as they pedal, try the challenging orienteering ‘Hills Killer’ or, for the super-fit, take part in two new triathlon events. Visit: www.sunseaandcycling.com.

Folk & Blues Festival (21-23 September)
The festival will feature a whole weekend of music at various venues in and around Ventnor, sampling a blend of established and up and coming musicians from across the spectrum of Folk and Blues music. Headliners Fairport Convention first played on the Island back in 1968 at the very first Rock Festival. Visit www.iwfolkblues.co.uk.  

Contact: Sue Emmerson at sue@islandbreaks.co.uk 

· A place to stay

Boath House, Nairn, Scotland 

Luxury Scottish country house hotel Boath House, nr the seaside town of Nairn has two newly created butler attended rooms. 

There are very few establishments offering butler service in the UK and Boath House is the only one in the North of Scotland.

The spacious rooms have their own private entrance and courtyard onto the orangery.

  
The butler-serviced rooms includes greeting guests on arrival, valet parking, serving guests breakfast in the comfort of their own suite or the flexibility of organizing aspects of their stay from car hire or excursions to expert advice on the area.  

The fine dining restaurant at Boath House has also been voted one of Scotland top 10 best restaurants. 

The Executive Chef, Charlie Lockley, is a member of Master Chefs of Great Britain since 1999 and has taken the restaurant from 2AA to 4 AA rosette status using his skills in sourcing locally produced produce and creating exemplary well thought out dishes. 


The Hotel is located in a prime position close to both Inverness (16 miles away), the capital of the Scottish Highlands, and the seaside town and golfing haven of Nairn (1.5 miles away).  

Inverness International Airport operates daily scheduled direct flights between London (Gatwick, Heathrow and Luton), Edinburgh, Glasgow, Manchester and Birmingham. Inverness Rail Station is linked to Scottish and English mainline stations. 

Visit: www.boath-house.com.  Contact Michelle Nelson at Michelle@crimsonedge.co.uk.

Sunrise Springs, Santa Fee, New Mexico 

The Sunrise Springs Resort Spa is a 58-room eco-resort in the high desert by a river valley near Santa Fe.

The 70-acre resort has spring-fed ponds an abundant waterfowl habitat and organic gardens that provide vegetables and herbs for the guests. 

Under the guidance of general manager Tracy Pikhart Ritter (former executive chef at the Golden Door in southern California) the award-winning Blue Heron Restaurant offers a menu that includes plant varieties that thrive in this high-desert environment, with the gardens providing heirloom ingredients for its natural and organic cuisine.

Even the restaurant’s wine list is organic and certified biodynamic. Biodynamic wines rely exclusively on the grape itself for their flavour. 

To meet this certification, winemakers are prohibited from adding yeast, enzymes or tannins. Certification standards also forbid oaking and chappalization to manipulate acid and sugar levels. 

Organic matter from the restaurant kitchen is composted, helping to enrich the gardens. Virtually everything else used at Sunrise Springs is recycled, including the water. 

The buildings themselves are in many cases constructed of adobe, reclaimed wood and straw. 

Guest rooms feature locally made organic amenities, pressure-reducing showerheads, energy saving light bulbs and eco-friendly paint. The fireplaces in public areas and the restaurant are constructed to minimize smoke and burn firewood gathered from around the property. 

The resort’s Spa Samadhi features organic treatments, made from herbs grown on the property. 

Drought-tolerant native grasses and plants are used in the landscaping, which provides abundant habitat for birds and butterflies. The swimming pool is chlorine-free. 

The Native Americans and Hispanics who lived in these parts had a sacred relationship to the land that is still being honoured today in Megan Hill’s unique holistic vision. 

Visit: www.sunrisesprings.com. Contact: Jennifer Marshall at jennifermarshall@ballantinespr.com.

The Loden Vancouver, Canada

The Voya restaurant will be a highlight of the Loden Vancouver, which opens in the fall of 2007. 

It is part of the Kor Hotel Group's hotel and resorts portfolio, which includes the Viceroy Santa Monica and Viceroy Palm Springs, Avalon Hotel and Maison 140 in Beverly Hills, The Tides South Beach, Chamberlain in West Hollywood, Loden in Vancouver, The Tides Riviera Maya on Mexico's Yucatán Peninsula and Villa del Sol in Zihuatanejo on the Mexican Riviera. Resorts and Residences projects in Miami, Anguilla and Riviera Maya are forthcoming in 2008 and 2009.

Visit: www.lodenvancouver.com. Contact: Laura Serena at laura@immediapr.com 

San Ysidro Ranch, California

San Ysidro Ranch, which is situated in the lush Montecito foothills of California, has reopened the Kennedy Cottage. 

Named for its most celebrated honeymooners, John and Jackie Kennedy, the Kennedy Cottage has been luxuriously restored as part of the resort’s $150 million renovation to become one of the most exclusive and lavish retreats in California. 

San Ysidro Ranch is an historical state landmark. Originally part of land titled in 1769 by the King of Spain, it later served as a way station for Franciscan monks in the late 1700s and then was used as a working citrus ranch in the 1800s. 

The 1800s saw a progression of development at the Ranch leading to the opening of its doors in 1893. Known for its idyllic setting, personalised service and guarding of guest privacy, the Ranch has attracted celebrities and luminaries from around the world including Audrey Hepburn, Lucille Ball, Bing Crosby and Groucho Marx to Winston Churchill, Somerset Maugham and Sinclair Lewis. Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier were among those married at the Ranch. In addition, John and Jacqueline Kennedy honeymooned there and John Huston completed the script for African Queen during a three-month stay. 
           
San Ysidro Ranch is part of Ty Warner Hotels & Resorts, which was founded by entrepreneur Ty Warner, the multi-billionaire who is committed to making the best hotels, resorts and golf courses in the world even better. 

Headquartered in Dallas, Texas, Rosewood Hotels & Resorts portfolio includes The Mansion on Turtle Creek and Hotel Crescent Court in Dallas, The Carlyle in New York, CordeValle in San Martin, California, Inn of the Anasazi in Santa Fe, Las Ventanas al Paraíso in Los Cabos, Mexico, Hotel Seiyo Ginza in Tokyo, Japan, and a triumvirate of world-class Caribbean properties - Little Dix Bay on Virgin Gorda, Caneel Bay on St. John and Jumby Bay on Antigua. Visit www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact: Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 


Qualia, Hamilton Island, Australia

Qualia, Australia’s newest luxury resort, which is due to open in September, has announced details of its, Spa Qualia. 

Qualia is situated in the secluded, northern tip of Hamilton Island, surrounded by the Great Barrier Reef. 

Designed, like the rest of the property, by well-known Queensland architect Chris Beckingham, Spa Qualia will have a distinctive Australian look and feel using natural timbers and stonework.

The spa will have six deluxe treatment rooms – two dual treatment rooms with their own bathroom, changing room, sunken Roman bath, outdoors shower and relaxation area.  There are four single rooms, two of which also have an outdoor shower.  

Visit: www.qualia.com.au. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at ristichj@aol.com. 

· The next issue

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in September 2007. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

· Contacts 

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286, and

Charo Moreno at travelwritersalliance@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 781 805 2331. 
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