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Opportunities
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one are invited to apply for group or individual press trip opportunities.

The media contacts shown with each item in this bulletin will be pleased to work with Alliance members looking to write, broadcast or create images in a destination.

For ongoing opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Destination Luxembourg 

Destination Luxembourg, the latest in the Alliance's dossiers, which focus on a particular destination.

Destination Luxemburg and the other dossiers on South Dakota, Vilnius (Lithuania), Rab (Croatia) and Taiwan can be downloaded in an easy to use word format at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Luxembourg National Tourist Offices and those in south Dakota, Vilnius, Taiwan and Rab will be delighted to hear from and work with Alliance members and other travel professionals who might be interested in writing or broadcasting about or creating images in these destinations during 2008.
Jane’s Smart Art Guides
Jane’s Smart Art Guides are audio guides to historic sites in Europe for art-lovers and history buffs who travel.  

Jane’s Smart Art Guides will be pleased to provide review copies to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one.

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Amari Hotels and Resorts, Thailand 

Amari Hotels and Resorts has opened three new properties. 

The Amari Orchid Resort & Tower's brand new 5-star Ocean Tower and the Amari Nova Suites, a brand new suite hotel concept, are in the Thai city of Pattaya. The third property is Amari Vogue Resort, in the outh of Thailand in Krabi.

Amari Hotels and Resorts will be delighted to hear from any Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one, who are thinking of visiting Thailand.

Visit : www.amari.com. Contacct : Nikki Busuttil at busuttil@amari.com.

Press trips to the North-East of Brazil
The Association for Real Estate and Tourism in the North-East Region of Brazil (ADIT Nordeste) is arranging a series of press trips to some of the nine states that make up the North East region: Alagoas, Bahia, Ceará, Maranhão, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Piauí, Rio Grande do Norte and Sergipe. 

 
Brazil is one of the most sought after tourist spots on earth – fifth in the world according to Lonely Planet Travel Guide – and growing at an explosive rate well above the worldwide average, according to the World Tourism Organisation. Investors, hoteliers and tour operators are getting in quick to establish partnerships with Brazilian organisations to develop tourism opportunities, buy real estate, build and promote resorts. 

 

ADIT Nordeste, The Association for Real Estate and Tourism Development in the Northeast of Brazil, was created in June 2006 to drive this emerging market forward.   ADIT works with developers, construction companies, hotels, financial institutions, funds, lawyers, architects, travel agents, and operators in the tourism and hotel industries to ensure a safe and secure environment for conducting business. 

 

ADIT Nordeste’s other main activities include promoting better understanding of the diversity of each of the nine states which all share a portion of its 7,400 km of coastline. The Association provides useful facts and statistics about tourism in the region, so that the real estate and leisure sectors can confidently explore new hotel and resort ventures and buy and develop real estate for the second homes market.
 

Visit : www.aditnordeste.org.br). Contact Kerry Clark at kerry@tidewaycommunications.com or on +44 (0) 20 8878 0787

Press trip to Laurentian Mountains, near Montreal, Quebec, Vanada
 
Alliance members with an interest in property are being invited to Blueberry Lake Resort, near Mont Tremblant, Quebec to see the log homes available to rent as holiday homes throughout the year.  A similar resort is to be built a few kilometres away from the already established Blueberry Lake Resort, where luxury log homes will be available to buy and for vacation rentals. 

Visit : www.blueberrylakeresort.com. Contact Kerry Clark at kerry@tidewaycommunications.com or on +44 (0) 20 8878 0787

Caribbean : independent press trips
Owners’ Syndicate, the villa holiday specialists, are offering places on individual press trips to nine Caribbean destinations. 
Visit : www.ownerssyndicate.com. Contact : Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

Poppy Travel 

Poppy Travel Poppy Travel at The Royal British Legion' (previously Remembrance Travel) specialises in providing tours and pilgrimages to battlefields, cemeteries and war memorials throughout the world. See Why write about ….

Poppy travel will be pleased to consider offering press trip places on their tours to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one following the trip.

Visit  www.rememberencetravel.com. Contact : Jenny Keeling at jkeeling@britishlegion.org.uk. 

The O’Neill Highland (surfing) Open, Scotland

The O’Neill Highland Open returns to Scotland from 24 April to 1 May 2008 to challenge the best surfers in the world in the ice cold waters of Thurso, the northernmost town on the Scottish mainland. The water temperature is a mind-and-body numbing 4 degrees Celsius. 

At 59 degrees north, Thurso East beach is more hospitable to polar bears than humans, but for a growing number of top-quality surfers, the cold is an irrelevance. What matters is the quality of the waves delivered by Artic swells onto Thurso’s reef – a quality that rival the perfection of Hawaii’s own, rather warmer North Shore. 

Scotland is a friendly beginner’s destination with about 10 surfing providers offering lessons, board hire and surfing trips throughout the.

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/adventure. 

VisitScotland is offering a limited number of press trips. Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one should contact Jenny Glumoff at Jenny.glumoff@visitscotland.com. 

The Louis Apostalata, Greece

The Louis Apostalata is a four star situated on the south east coast of the island of Kefalonia, Greece. Set on a hillside sloping gently to the Mediterranean Sea, the hotel has undergone a major refurbishment.

The hotel is looking to provide press trip facilities over the next couple of months and will be delighted to hear from Alliance members who might be interested.

Visit: www.louishotels.com. Contact: Katilena Alpe at katilena@dk-associates.co.uk. 
Ardanaiseig Hotel, Scotland 
Luxury west coast hotel Ardanaiseig, located in a remote and secluded area of the Argyll countryside, has been selected for a total of seven categories in the 2008 Scottish Hotel Awards. 

The Scottish Hotels of the Year Awards, organised by Hotel Review Scotland, is the largest national awards event for the hotel hospitality industry, highlighting excellence and specific achievements in many categories. Visit : http://www.scottishhotelsoftheyear.com/
 

Ardanaiseig will be pleased to consider offering press trip places on their tours to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one following the trip.

Visit : http://www.ardanaisieg.com. Contact : Jennifer McConachie at jenny@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives 

Fishers SoS

Leading travel management company Ian Allan Travel will become the first travel company to provide all its clients with Fisher’s Travel SOS, which provides emergency and critical contact information within a country, destination by destination.

Each guide provides contact details, location and opening hours on 'local' and in some cases national services, which might be needed in the event a person suffers a critical or emergency situation.
Ian Allan Travel (www.ianallantravel.com) was voted Best Business Travel Management Company by Buying Business Travel Magazine in 2007. Contact : Tracey Randell at tracey.randell@ianallan.co.uk 
 
Fishers will be happy to offer Alliance members’ copies of their guides.

Visit: www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at: furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 
Press4golf

Press4golf is a new golf website for journalists. Visit : www.press4golf.com.  Contact : Peter Ellegard at peter@ellegard.co.uk.

Scotland : Edinburgh
Edinburgh has topped a prestigious poll of the UK’s best cities for the eighth year running, by being named ‘Favourite UK City’ in the Guardian Travel Awards.  Visit : www.visitscotland.com. Contact : Jude Henderson at jude.henderson@visitscotland.com.

South Africa : Garonga Safari Camp

Garonga Safari Camp, an exclusive 14 bed camp in the greater Makalali Conservancy situated west of the Kruger National Park, the largesgame reserve in South Africa, opens on 10 December 2007. Visit : www.garonga.com. Contact : Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk
UK : Natural Retreats 

The Natural Retreats concept launched in the UK earlier this year with the opening of Natural Retreats - Yorkshire Dales, 10 luxury residences near the market town of Richmond. 

An additional nine residences are to be built on the site in 2008 and the company is planning to establish sites alongside, or within, all 14 of the UK’s National Parks within the next five years! 

The first of these will be Natural Retreats - Snowdonia and Natural Retreats - Lake District. 

Visit www.naturalretreats.com.  Contact :  Alison Wood at alison@grifcopr.com. 

Abu Dhabi : the Lashings World Cricket XI festival
The proposed autumn cricket festival featuring the Lashings World Cricket XI (www.lashings.com) in the grounds of the Emirates Palace Hotel will take place from 24 to  29 February 2008. Contact Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

USA : Dine about San Francisco

San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau's (SFCVB) Dine About Town San Francisco runs from 15 to 31 January and again from 1 to 15 June 2008. The complete restaurant list for Dine About Town 2008 will be unveiled on www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com on 14 December. Each three-course prix-fixe lunch is $21.95 while dinner is $31.95, exclusive of tax and gratuity. Contact Angela Jackson at ajackson@sanfrancisco.travel. 

Emirates 

Emirates is to increase its services from Dubai to Australia from 49 to 70. Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney will all receive additional flights, new aircraft and capacity involving the newest and most luxurious aircraft in the sky.

Emirates currently flies to 97 cities in 61 countries in Europe, North and South America, the Middle East, Africa, the Indian subcontinent and Asia-Pacific.  In the second half of 2007, Emirates launched a total of six new routes to Venice, Newcastle, Sao Paulo, Ahmedabad Toronto and Houston (3 December). Visit : www.emirates.com. Contact :  Charlie Hampton at champton@bell-pottinger.co.uk. 
Mediterranean villas

Mediterranean villa specialist Coastline has published its 2008 brochure with a portfolio of 24 exclusive villas on Corsica, Mallorca and Ibiza. Visit : www.coastline.co.uk. Contact : Emily Wilson Emily@grficopr.com.

Complete Caribbean

Luxury tour operator International Travel Connections and all-inclusive resort experts Sandals, have set up Complete Caribbean, a new company offering all-inclusive Caribbean holiday’s. Complete Caribbean will feature nine specially chosen key Sandals resorts in Antigua, St Lucia, Jamaica and the Bahamas, with emphasis on the luxurious Concierge & Butler Suites in each property.

Visit : www.completecaribbean.co.uk. Contact Chris Edwards at Chris@completecaribbean.co.uk. 

Anguilla 

Anguilla Tourist Board in the UK has won the “Caribbean Tourism Board of the Year”, by the Caribbean Hotel Association (CHA) for their contribution to tourism. Visit : www.caribbeanhotelassociation.com. Contact :  Carolyn Brown at Carolyn@csbuk.com. 

MSC Cruises 

MSC Cruises is offering an itinerary sailing from Europe to South Africa on MSC Melody in Summer 2008.  The 22-day cruise begins in Genoa, taking passengers to Naples, Jordan, Egypt, the fabulous Seychelles and golden beaches of Mauritius before ending in Durban, South Africa. 

MSC Cruises currently has a fleet of eight ships: MSC Orchestra, MSC Musica, MSC Sinfonia, MSC Opera, MSC Armonia, MSC Lirica, MSC Melody and MSC Rhapsody, cruising in the Mediterranean all year round, Northern Europe, Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean and South America. 

In the spring of 2008 MSC Poesia, the third ship in the “Musica” class will join the fleet, followed in the autumn of 2008 and spring 2009 by MSC Fantasia and MSC Splendida. In 2010 MSC Magnifica, the fourth ship in the Musica class will enter service.

Visit : www.msccruises.com. Contact : Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

South Africa for those with a disability

South African travel specialist, 2 by 2 Holidays, is expanding its programme of holidays to Southern Africa for people with a disability, including some of the wilder and more remote African destinations, such as the famous Okavango Delta in Botswana; the sand dunes of Sossusvlei and wildlife of Etosha in Namibia, as well as the Victoria Falls in Zambia.

 

All game drives use specially modified game-viewing vehicles, allowing everyone the chance to get up close and personal with some of the breath-taking wildlife. 
Visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk/disabled.asp. Contact Lesley Singleton at Lesley@lsmedia.co.uk 

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays : Southern India 

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays 19 day Southern India walks take in dramatic coastlines, isolated beaches, dense forests, networks of rivers and streams, amazing array of flora and fauna and the beauty of the Nilgiri and Annamalai Hills. Visit : www.ramblersholidays.co.uk. Contact : Graham Ross at grahamross1@btconnect.com. 

The Chic Collection 

The Chic Collection is  a series of guides to the world’s most luxurious and alluring hotels. The properties featured- whether a city hotel, a beachside resort or a rustic hacienda-have been chosen for their individuality and chic appeal.

Insights into the essence of each retreat and its region help visitors decide on one that best suits their needs, while a fact box summaries each property’s facilities, activities, nearby attractions and contact details.

Existing titles cover : Mexico, Bali, Morocco, South Africa, India, Thailand, Hong Kong, Spain, Shanghai, the Caribbean, Tokyo, Croatia and Beijing.

New titles within the portfolio will include Italy (January 2008), Dubai (May 2008), Malaysia (May 2008), the Indian Ocean (June 2008) and China (July 2008)

Visit : www.thechicseries.com. For review copies contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk.

Go Unusual

Go Unusual (www.gounusual.com) sells Unusual books and guides to cities including Paris, Brussels and Rome and in partnership with Unusual Hotels Of The World, provides information about unusual hotels, bed and breakfast properties and vacation rentals. Contact : press@gounusual.com.

Cricketer Holidays

Cricketer Holidays, which offers specialist holidays and tours in more than 39 countries and islands, on four continents, has announced its tours for 2008. These include tours to off the beaten track Poland and Iceland and little-known Aeolian Islands off the coast of Sicily. Alsace and Annecy have been added to the train trips. Visit : www.cricketerholidays.co.uk. Contact : Jennette Baxter at pr@baxter1.clara.net
Charleston, South Carolina

The Old Slave Mart Museum has opened in Charleston, South Carolina and recounts the story of the city’s role as an urban slave-trading centre during the domestic slave trade. The Old Slave Mart was once part of a complex of buildings known as Ryan’s Mart, which consisted of a yard enclosed by a brick wall and contained three additional buildings: a four-story brick building partially containing a “barracoon” or slave jail, a kitchen, and a “dead house” or morgue. 

Slave auctions at the Old Slave Mart ended in November 1863, and the property changed hands many times after the Civil War. Visit : http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/charleston/osm.htm. Contact Liz Rennie at LRennie@CharlestonCVB.com. 

Celebrity Cruises

Celebrity Cruises new Celebrity Solstice, which launches in December 2008, will be the line’s first in a class of four 2,850-passenger vessels. German shipbuilder Meyer Werft, who constructed the line’s Century-class fleet – Celebrity Century, Celebrity Mercury, and Celebrity Galaxy – is building the 122,000-ton ship.

 Celebrity Solstice will make its maiden voyage 14th December 2008, on a seven-night Eastern Caribbean cruise roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale, Florida; visiting San Juan, Puerto Rico; Basseterre, St. Kitts; and Phillipsburg, St. Maarten. 

Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. is a global cruise vacation company that operates Royal Caribbean International, Celebrity Cruises, Azamara Cruises and Pullmantur.  The company has a combined total of 35 ships in service and seven under construction.  

It also offers unique land-tour vacations in Alaska, Australia, Canada, Europe and Latin America.  

Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk, www.celebritycruises.co.uk, www.azamaracruises.co.uk,  www.pullmantur.es and www.rclinvestor.com.

Contact Sarah Rathbone at sarah.rathbone@sirenpr.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations of interest.

Poppy Travel 

Poppy Travel at The Royal British Legion (previously Remembrance Travel specialises in providing tours and pilgrimages to battlefields, cemeteries and war memorials throughout the world with guides qualified with the Guild of Battlefield Guides (www.battlefieldguides.co.uk). 

Poppy Travel also supports the British Army’s Battlefield Tour programme for recruits, which involves about 160 tours each year for 7,500 recruits. 

The Pilgrimage programmes to overseas War Memorials and war graves extends from Belgium to Burma, France to The Falklands, Holland to Hong Kong and Italy to India and includes a Service of Remembrance with the support of the local embassy. Through the War Widows Scheme, which Poppy Travel operates on behalf of the UK Ministry of Defence, over 4,000 widows have received a 100% grant to visit the graves of their husbands.

One widow who travelled with me to Burma said at the grave of her husband  “ I came as soon as I could; our daughter, our only child is now 57 and a Mum and doing well; but Albert why did you have to die; we could have had such a wonderful life together, I remember so well the last time we kissed not knowing it would be forever. 

Poppy Travel’s 2008 programme has 30 Pilgrimages to different countries including Burma, which involves a 350 mile journey on single track rail, and Kohima in North east India wedged between the Prudesh and the Himalayas where it is said the war in the east turned on a tennis court and the Japanese were routed from which they never recovered. 

There is also a Libyan Pilgrimage which includes such great names as Tobruk, Knightsbridge and Benghasi, Salonika in Northern Greece, Singapore and Thailand. There are also tours to Normandy, Italy, Holland and the Somme and tours to commemorate the 65th Anniversary of the Dambusters raid and Peenemunde Raid. 

The Royal British Legion (www.britishlegion.org.uk) provides financial, social and emotional support to millions who have served and are currently serving in the Armed Forces, and their dependants. Currently, nearly 10.5 million people are eligible for our support and we receive thousands of calls for help every year.

Poppy travel will be pleased to consider offering press trip places on their tours to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure oneVisit  www.rememberencetravel.com. Contact : Jenny Keeling at jkeeling@britishlegion.org.uk. 

Igloo’s in Austria

Igloo living in Kitzbuhel


A new igloo village is being created in Kitzbuhel’s ski area, the Streiteckmulde, close by the Hahnenkamm mountain, encompassing an Igloo church, a children’s igloo, an Igloo Hotel, a Wellness Igloo, an Igloo Bar, Shop, Restaurant and Village Square., all open to the public. 

The Igloo hotel is furnished with high-quality isomats and reindeer skins while the polar sleeping bags have a fleece lining so that no one gets cold feet. Up to eight people can sleep in the standard igloo, the VIP igloo is designed for a twosome. 

In the evening everyone eats together in the Igloo Restaurant, sitting round a large table and enjoying fondue. There are no showers, but simple sanitary facilities with washing amenities and toilets. The opening is planned for 23 December 2007. Visit : www.alpeniglu.com. 

Cande-lit Igloo in the Ötztal

In the Ötztal the 2007 Icegloo Village will be built at the foot of the Rettenbachferner mountain and take four weeks to construct. It will comprise eight igloos, each for four people, and eight double suites plus a spacious lounge igloo with capacity for 48 guests in all. Skiers can take a break in the lounge to warm their hands over tea and mulled wine. Candlelight is the sole form of lighting. Visit : www.oetztal.com. 

Party night’s in the Zillertal

The Zillertal’s White Lounge Igloo Bar, comprising of 10 igloos around a central igloo with a bar, dining facilities, chill out areas and romantic niches, is being built for winter 2007 on the Ahorn plateau in the midst of all the Zillertal piste. The outside snow bar plays easy-going lounge music, party night is every Tuesday and a DJ provides the club feeling at the turntable. All the sleeping igloos feature works of art of snow and dinner is served in the igloo. The sauna can take 10 to 15 people, the rest room is heated. Visit : www.white-lounge.at. 

Visit : www.tirol.at. Contact : Mary Stuart-Miller at mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net.

Scotland in winter 

Scotland has a wide variety of winter visitor attractions, from visiting a remote lighthouse to climbing the world's tallest ice wall and spotting some winter wildlife.

VisitScotland has teamed up with over 170 of Scotland's finest hotels, guest houses, B&B's and self catering accommodation providers to offer winter white accommodation offers.

Achray House Hotel

Achray House Hotel, Crieff, Perthshire, is situated within the banks of Loch Earn inside the  

boundaries of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 

Blair Atholl castle
Blair Atholl castle is home to the only private army in Europe, the Duke's of Atholl Highlanders. This spectacular White Castle and its breathtaking surroundings date back over 700 years. 

Cluny Bank Hotel, in Forres, Moray 

Built in the early eighteen hundreds Cluny Bank Hotel still has many of its Victorian features. Woodland walks are situated around the hotel, and the Findhorn Beach is only a ten minute drive away.

Kinnaird Head Lighthouse 

The first lighthouse to be built in Scotland is situated on the site of a laird's castle.  

Eileen Iarmain Hotel, in Sleat, Isle of Skye
Situated on the harbour front it is a romantic setting with sea views, across the Sound of Sleat to the Lighthouse built by Robert Louise Stephenson's grandfather and the wild  peak of the Knoydart hills.

White-tailed eagles
These birds of prey are an amazing sight to see in the winter sky, with their distinctive white tail and brown plumage. They can be seen year round in the  west of Scotland. 

Visit www.visitscotland.com/white. Contact : Gayle Wilson at Gayle.Wilson@visitscotland.com.

Volunteering holidays for families

A family volunteering holiday can be a life changing experience for both adults and children and a unique chance to learn about different cultures at a grassroots level.

Hands Up Holidays offers a number of holidays that are suitable for the entire family that combine seeing the main sights of a country with a meaningful volunteering experience.

Environmental projects, teaching, or repair and maintenance work in orphanages or schools where visiting children can benefit from interaction with local children, are the most suitable volunteering holidays for families.

Suggested destinations where the trip dates fit with half terms holidays include Morocco, Serbia and Thailand, but the operator also recommends long haul destinations such as Australia, New Zealand, India, Kenya and Ecuador and the Galapagos that could be taken during the longer summer break.

Volunteer projects include: helping to construct new rooms at a remote school in a non-tourist part of Morocco where visiting children can interact with the local school children; helping the clean up of a town in Serbia where the local river burst its banks in 2005 and caused much damage to houses and roads; and helping at an orphanage set up in Thailand following the 2004 Tsunami, freeing up more time the permanent workers can spend caring for orphaned children.

As well as spending a few days volunteering at the projects families will be able to explore the country and see many of the highlights. This experience is enriched by the time spent interacting with the local people and getting a unique first hand understanding of the culture and traditions of the country they are visiting.

Visit : www.handsupholidays.com. Contact: Jovanka Ristich at Jovanka@independentpr.co.uk. 
Dining out in Beijing 

The Traders Hotel, Beijing has produced a ‘Guide to the Art of Dining Out in Beijing’.

The Chinese take a great deal of pride in their knowledge of food and are especially impressed when others share their enthusiasm.  The role that food and dining out plays in Chinese life is one of the most important aspects of the culture, and armed with a little knowledge, it is one that can be fully enjoyed by outsiders as well.  

Do pick a busy restaurant.

The general rule is the busier the restaurant, the better the food.  Newcomers will also find that unlike Western cultures where diners often eat quickly and quietly. A meal will traditionally be a noisy, lengthy affair brimming with humour and harmless ridicule.  

Don’t order just one dish  

If the guest is invited to eat with seasoned diners they’ll soon find the table groaning under the copious amounts of dishes shared by all around the table.  

Do help yourself
The host or waiter may not always serve the food so diners should tuck in before it disappears!  If a specific dish doesn’t come with a serving spoon, guests should not be afraid to use their own chopsticks to serve themselves.  

Do make a mess

The Chinese are very practical when it comes to eating.  Plastic tablecloths are there for a reason – for making a mess. 

Do explore the street food
As much as one may be afraid of street food, it is often the tastiest food around.  From breakfast baozi (steamed filled buns) to hot roasted sweet potatoes. As with restaurants, be sure to pick the busiest stalls to ensure the food is freshly cooked and not left contaminated by pollution.

Don’t get confused by the menu
A lot of menus come with pictures so if the attempt at practising Chinese fails miserably, diners will still be able to point to the dish they want

Don’t feel compelled to finish the plate
While it is polite in the Western world to finish one’s plate to avoid upsetting the host, in China leaving food signifies that they are satisfied and that the host provided an ample amount. 

Don’t drink alone.  

Alcohol in China is a social drink and it will be a major faux-pas if someone is seen to be drinking alone.  “Ganbei” literally means empty glass.  It is common for “ganbei” to be exclaimed several times during a meal so guests should be obliged to empty their glass – particularly if invited to do so by a business associate. 

For less formal occasions, guests may announce “sui yi” after proposing a toast, meaning they will drink as much or as little as they can.  This will excuse them from having to empty their glass - that is unless they have a competitive streak and wish to challenge other people at the table – which is not uncommon, especially among the male drinkers. 

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts currently owns and manages 54 hotels under Shangri-La and Traders brands.Traders Hotels are designed to satisfy the needs of the fast growing four-star, mid-market travel segment Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at  kate.jones@shangri-la.com.

The Hogmanay celebrations, Edinburgh, Scotland

Edinburgh’s four-day Hogmanay celebrations run from 29 December to 1 January and include :

· the Torchlight Procession and fireworks spectacle on Saturday 29 December 

· the Night Afore Monster Ceilidh on Sunday 30 december

· the Hogmanay Street Party and Concert in the Gardens on Monday 31 December, and

· the Edinburgh Bicycle Triathlon on 1 January.

New Year’s Eve is the highlight of the programme and attracts over 100,000 revellers. It will include the Ceilidh in the Gardens, a traditional Scottish dance in the romantic setting of Princes Street Gardens, and new this year, The Hoog, with dinner and dancing in the Assembly Rooms, and The Hoog Royale with ceilidh and swing in the Queen’s Hall.

Visit : www.edinburghshogmanay.com.  Contact : Ivan Broussine at Ivan@bts-solutions.com.

Gay and lesbian South Australia

The South Australian Tourism Commission has introduced a gay and lesbian guide, which includes information on festivals and events, dining, shopping and accommodation catering specifically for the gay and lesbian visitor. Other State attractions are also listed such as art and culture, nature and ecotourism.

Adelaide, South Australia's capital, has always been a progressive city. In 1895 South Australian women were the first in the world to be allowed to stand for parliament and when Don Dunstan became Premier of the State in 1970 his government introduced a programme of massive reform including decriminalising homosexuality.

Feast

Feast, one of Australia's top gay and lesbian events, is an annual, three-weekend, two-week festival held in November featuring contemporary theatre, drag, comedy and literature. Visit : www.feast.org.au. Other key events include: Adelaide Cabaret Festival, Adelaide Festival of Arts, Adelaide Film Festival, Adelaide Fringe, Tasting Australia and Tour Down Under.

Dining

The local lesbian community favours Semaphore, a seaside suburb just a short drive from Adelaide which has a growing number of good cafes.

Late nights 

Adelaide's most established gay and lesbian venues include The Edinburgh Castle Hotel, The Hampshire Hotel and The Mars Bar famous for its Friday and Saturday night drag shows.
Accommodation

The guide highlights 16 properties, six of which are GALTA members (Gay & Lesbian Tourism Australia) including: Rochdale Bed and Breakfast (the only exclusively gay and lesbian B&B in Adelaide), The Chifley on South Terrace (Adelaide), Thorn Park Country House (a gourmet retreat in the Clare Valley) and Linfield Cottage (Barossa)

Visit : www.southaustralia.com/gayand lesbian.aspx or www.galta.com.au/sa.sap. Aslo : www.southaustralia.com. Contact : jovanka ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 
A place to stay

New and unusual accommodation for travellers. 

The Riverside Suite at Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat, South Africa
The Riverside Suite at Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat, in the heart of the Cederberg Mountains - 270 km from Cape Town, has been upgraded and renovated.

The secluded setting of Riverside suits those seeking a romantic getaway, a special event or occasion, or just simply to restore and be pampered in the peace and quiet of this gentle retreat. 
The retreat is surrounded by jagged rock formations, crystal clear rock pools, green lawns and indigenous gardens with views of the Cederberg mountain range that define the unique character of this reserve. 

Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve and Retreat is a South African Natural Heritage Site within the Cederberg Wilderness Area, which forms part of the Cape Floral Region, a World Heritage Site. 
It is a location for more than 130 ancient rock art sites that have been identified in the reserve, and is a safe sanctuary for many indigenous plants, wildlife and birds, including the endangered Cape mountain zebra. 

Visit : www.bushmanskloof.co.za. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at arnellek@aol.com.

Raemoir House Hotel, Scotland 

Raemoir House Hotel, is a privately owned and run Scottish country house hotel close to Aberdeen in the Royal Deeside.  The Georgian mansion house sits in wide parkland a mile to the north of Banchory in easy reach of all the famous Victorian Aberdeenshire tourist attractions.

The main house, was built in 1817 but extensively developed in the Victorian age, when Balmoral was first becoming known as the favourite retreat of the Royal Family. It still is today, with HRH Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall and Rothsay regularly escaping the limelight to enjoy the fresh air and countryside of Aberdeenshire. 

The sweeping lawn in front of the house is famously used to host the Raemoir Grand Summer Prom with the Scottish Festival Orchestra conducted by Iain Sutherland.  Raemoir House will be delighted to hear from any Alliance members, on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one.

Visit : www.raemoir.com . Contact : Michelle Nelson at michelle@crimsonedge.co.uk.

The Shangri-La Hotel Baotou, Mongolia
Shangri-La Hotel, Baotou, is the first international luxury hotel to open in Baotou (Deer City), the biggest city in Inner Mongolia.

Shangri-La Hotel, Baotou is located in the city centre, overlooking the 100,000-square-metre Yinhe Square, with the commercial district and government offices close by. It is a 30-minute drive from the airport and within 15 minutes’ drive of the railway station. 

The hotel is surrounded by the rolling grasslands of Inner Mongolia dotted with flocks of grazing sheep.  
Baotou began as a little frontier town for the distribution of fur and leather, but today is the largest industrial city in the region, known for its iron and steel industries.  The legacy and influence of the surrounding landscape remains; the city has about 35% green coverage was named “Green Garden City” by the state.  The United Nations’ UN–HABITAT organization has recognized the city for its outstanding urban environment. 

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts currently manages 54 hotels under Shangri-La and Traders brands.  
Shangri-La hotels are five-star deluxe properties located in Australia, mainland China, Fiji, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Sultanate of Oman, Taiwan, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates.  The group has over 45 projects under development in Austria, Canada, mainland China, France, India, Japan, Macau, Maldives, Philippines, Qatar, Seychelles, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and the United States.

The Shangri-La group will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com. Contact : Kate Jones at kate.jones@shangri-la.com.  

The Old Government House Hotel & Spa, Guernsey
The historic, four star Old Government House Hotel & Spa in the heart of St Peter Port, Guernsey dates back to 1858, and was formerly the official residence of the Queen's representative to the Bailiwick of Guernsey - The Lt. Governor.
Guernsey is a delightful blend of England and France with a temperate climate making it ideal for short breaks all year round. The hotel will be pleased to consider visits by Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one.

Visit www.theoghhotel.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com
The Chesterfield Palm Beach
The Leopard Room at The Chesterfield Palm Beach (www.chesterfieldpb.com) has received Wine Enthusiast Magazine Award of Distinction, 2007. The Chesterfield Palm Beach l is a member of Small Luxury Hotels of the World, and boasts 52 uniquely themed and decorated guest rooms and suites that feature rich décor and lavish amenities. 

It is a member of the Red Carnation hotels group. Red Carnation is happy to offer overnight stays at its hotels to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one. This will be considered on a writer-by-writer basis. 

Visit: www.redcarnation.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com.
Amari Atrium Hotel, Bangkok

The Amari Atrium Hotel, Bankok, has seen most of its areas completely refurbished, including all deluxe rooms, most superior rooms, lobby, lobby bar and Cascade Restaurant.

Bangkok is the capital and primate city of Thailand. It is located on the banks of the Chao Phraya River, near the Gulf of Thailand.

Amari Atrium Hotel has 568 rooms including superior, deluxe and executive floor rooms, 3 restaurants, a fitness centre, massage rooms and is conveniently located 25-35 minutes drive from both Suvarnabhumi and Don Muang Airports by expressway.

Visit : www.amari.com/traveltrade/update/index9.asp. Contact Nikki Busuttil at db@amari.com.

Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket, Thailand

The Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket has been voted Thailand's Leading Golf Resort at the World Travel Awards and  as one of Asia’s Top 10 resorts in the 2007 Condé Nast Reader’s Choice Awards. 
Set against a backdrop of bright white sand and sparkling indigo lagoons, the Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket offers 424 luxuriously appointed rooms including 128 Grande villas and ten dining and entertainment venues. 

The 18-hole Laguna Phuket Golf Club is designed to challenge golfers of all abilities, with lagoons, coconut groves, undulating fairways, and an island green.

Visit www.luxurycollection.com/phuket or www.starwoodhotels.com.  Contact : Ashleigh Brayshaw at Ashleigh.Brayshaw@luxurycollection.com. 

The Carlyle, New York

Standing at the corner of 76th Street and Madison Avenue, New York, the Carlyle has been a landmark for East Side social life since 1930. 

It is recognised as one the best in the world and was voted one of the top 20 U.S City Hotels by Andrew Harper's 2007 Reader Survey. 
The 35-story, 181-room Carlyle is surrounded by galleries, designer boutiques and the city's most popular art museums. Embracing a passion for the arts, pianos grace many of the suites and many rooms offer views of Central Park.  
The Café Carlyle at The Carlyl, which has been a highlight of New York’s entertainment and social scene since first opening in 1955 has unveiled a new look as part of a grand reopening. 

This has seen a return to its post-war splendor, with restored Marcel Vertes murals and a brand new menu from Executive Chef James Sakatos.

The Carlyle is part of a Rosewood Hotels & Resorts portfolio that includes the CordeValle in San Martin, California; Inn of the Anasazi in Santa Fe; Las Ventanas al Paraíso in Los Cabos, Mexico; the Hotel Seiyo Ginza in Tokyo, Japan and in the Caribbean, Little Dix Bay on Virgin Gorda; the Caneel Bay on St. John and Jumby Bay on Antigua. 

Visit : www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact : Claire Griffin Claire@grifcopr.com.

Round Island Resort, the Seychelles

Round Island Resort, a new luxury private island resort in the Seychelles, is to be run by Jebel Ali International Hotels.The five acre island will feature ten secluded chalets, all with their own private pools and beach, and a Lifestyle Spa & Wellness Centre.

Round Island is located in the middle of a designated National Marine Park roughly four miles east of Port Victoria and close to her neighbouring islands of Sainte Anne, Moyenne, Long and Cerf.

The resort itself is surrounded by beautiful beaches, rocky outcrops and alcoves, whilst its coastline is renowned for providing a venue for some of the finest swimming and snorkelling in the Indian Ocean.

Round Island Resort is scheduled to open in time for Christmas 2008 and will be available for sale on request from a number of carefully selected tour operators in the UK.

Visit : www.jebelali-international.com. Contact : David Martin at davidmartin@philhallassociates.com. 

The Hard Days Night Hotel, Liverpool, UK 

The Hard Days Night Hotel, a four star deluxe boutique hotel in the heart of the ‘Beatles Quarter’, and close to the world famous Cavern Club is now taking bookings.The grade II listed hotel features Beatles themed artwork created by acclaimed artist Shannon, that tells the story of the Beatles ‘from the basement to the roof’. 

The Hard Days Night Hotel has 110 guest rooms, including luxury and deluxe rooms and two penthouses, the Lennon and McCartney suites. The hotel is also home to two restaurants, Blakes and the Brasserie which both serve modern British cuisine, two bars, conference rooms and a unique wedding chapel. 

Visit : www.harddaysnighthotel.com. Contact : Ajay Teli at harddaysnighthotel@eulogy.co.uk. 

Eden Rock, St Barthélemy, Caribbean 

Eden Rock, the Relais & Chateaux Resort on the French West Indian island of St Barthélemy, has been voted best hotel in the Caribbean by the readers of the American edition of Conde Nast Traveler. 

A record number of holidaymakers, over 28,000, voted in this year’s reader’s choice awards. Set on a picturesque outcrop jutting into St Jean Bay with panoramic views over the sea and beaches, the resort maintains a private and privileged atmosphere.

Visit www.edenrockhotel.com. Contact: Toby Oliver at toby@oliverrelations.co.uk. 

The Pheasant, UK Lake District

The Pheasant at Bassenthwaite, near Keswick in the UK’s Lake District, has been voted the ‘Most Excellent Inn’ in the Condé Nast Johansens 26th Annual Awards for Excellence.The award follows the hotel being awarded the ‘Hotel Bar of the Year’ in the Good Pub Guide 2008.

The Pheasant is popular with locals and visitors who want to experience one of the few remaining traditional Lakeland inns.The Condé Nast Johansens Awards for Excellence are based on responses from guest nomination forms, guest survey reports, and regional inspector reports. 

Visit:  www.the-pheasant.co.uk, www.golakes.co.uk and www.cumbriatourism.org. Contact : Julie Darroch at jdarroch@cumbriatourism.org. 

Hotel de Charme Les Airelles, French Alps

The five-star Hotel de Charme Les Airelles in the heart of the Jardin Alpin in the French Alps has undergone a extensive renovation and is again one of the most exclusive ski resorts in the world. 

The hotel, which is situated at the foothills of the mountain with easy access to the pistes via Gloriette and the Relais des Skieurs, is located five minutes from Courchevel airport, thirty minutes from Moûtiers Rail Station and is a two-hour drive from Geneva and Lyon International Airport.

The $31 million renovation includes a new wing with luxurious suites in alpine-style décor, in addition to refurbishments to all its guestrooms totaling 47 rooms, 12 suites; a new Pierre Gagnaire for Les Airelles restaurant; redesign to the classic La Table du Jardin Alpin; additions to the Valmont for Les Airelles Spa and launch of the new Valmont hair care system, and a new ice rink lending charm to this old-world retreat.

The newly expanded 9,100 square-foot Valmont Pour Les Airelles Spa, features new water falls, indoor and outdoor whirlpool baths, a snow cave, a scented jet shower, a fruit juice and herb tea bar, five soundproof booths with a shower and one with a balneo and solarium. 

Visit : www.airelles.fr. Contact : Erika Vives at Erika@Andriamitsakospr.com

Jiva Hill Park Hotel, Crozet, France

The 5 star Jiva Hill Park Hotellies 70 acres of parkland in the foothills of the Jura Mountains the foot of the Jura mountains in Eastern France, several miles from the Swiss city of Geneva.

The hotel, which faces the majestic Mont Blanc mountain range, has 28 deluxe rooms with terraces, and six private lodges each with its own garden and Jacuzzi. With deep pile carpets, subtle camaïeux decorations in beige or brown leather, soft tartan rugs and original paintings each room is equipped with the very latest technology and all rooms and lodges are situated in a truly luxurious setting. 

For the winter season, the largest skiing centre in the Jura Mountains is just 5 minutes away from the hotel, which is also sited within easy reach of major resorts of the French Alps such as Megve, Avoriaz, Chamonix and La Clusaz. 

The Jiva Hill Park Hotel is part of ‘The Mantis Collection’, which specialises in boutique hotels and game reserves. Visit : www.mantiscollection.com. To make arrangements to review the property contact Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copiesto members to be on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit : www.bradt-travelguides.com. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com. 

 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

 

Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at Heather.Carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com, Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com. Contact : press@roughguides. 

The next issue

The International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

The next issue of the International Travel Writers Alliance bulletin will be issued in January 2008.  

Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 
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