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Opportunities
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one are invited to apply for group or individual press trip opportunities.

The media contacts shown with each item in this bulletin will be pleased to work with Alliance members looking to write, broadcast or create images in a destination.

For ongoing opportunities visit www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com and click on opportunities.

Globetrotters LogBook

The Globetrotters LogBook is a note book, vaccination and flight log and mini- encyclopaedia to the world’s current 192 independent countries and their 58 official Dependencies & Territories. 


The passport-sized travel companion also gives free access to the Globetrotter'sRanking©, 
a unique database for globetrotters.

GlobeTrotters is offering review copies of the LogBook to Alliance members. To request a copy please email Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@williamjacj.co.uk with details of the mention that can be given to the LogBook and a postal address.

GlobeTrotters is also happy to offer Alliance members copies of the logbook at a 50% discount. 

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Contact : Giedo CLAES at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com. 
Prestige Holidays

Luxury independent operator, Prestige Holidays, is featuring Lake Garda in Italy for the first time in summer 2008 and has also added properties in Morocco, Cyprus, Southern Spain and the Algarve.
 

In Gardone Riviera, the operator is featuring the Grand Hotel Gardone Riviera, Gardone’s Villa Capri, the Grand Hotel Fasano and the Villa Del Sogno. Just outside the small town of Salo, Villa Arcadio is exclusive to Prestige Holidays. Also in Salo is the Laurin Palace Hotel. Villa Cortine in Sirmione completes the collection.  

 

Prestige has also added hotels and resorts to its Morocco programme. In Marrakech Es Saadi Gardens & Resort and the Es Saadi Villas. Another addition is the 11 roomed La Sultana Oualidia hotel on the Atlantic Coast close to the resort of Oualidia and Le Mirage near Tangier. 

 

New in Cyprus is the three star Columbia Beachotel in Pissouri, the sister property to the five star Columbia Beach Resort. In Southern Spain, Prestige Holidays has added Don Carlos Leisure Resort and Spa near Marbella giving it 6 properties in this region. 

The Monte do Casal hotel near Estoi will appeal to holidaymakers seeking the “real” Algarve. This hotel offers just 18 rooms, superb cuisine, two swimming pools and spa facilities and is a member of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World.

Prestige Holidays will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.prestigeholidays.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com.

European Waterways

European Waterways would like to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain on and who are keen to feature River Cruising in Europe. 

the company is able to host the member and partner to the following regions: Provence, Burgundy, Canal – du – midi, England, Italy and Scotland.

European Waterways owns and operates luxury floating country house hotels, all cruises are fully inclusive of gourmet meals, fine wines, an open bar and guided tours. 

One of our will offer single cabins for solo travellers (w/out a single supplement).

Travel to and from the barge is not included. Trips depart on a Sunday for a maximum of six days. 

Visit  : www.Gobarging.com. Contact Glenda Hope-Evans at Glenda@Gobarging.com.

In Your Pocket city guides 

In Your Pocket is a one-stop travel and information portal for more than 50 European cities and resorts – and a tremendous read. 

In Your Pocket currently publishes around 40 regular (1-6 times yearly) city guides all across Europe these are for sale locally for a few euros and can also be downloaded free as PDFs via the website.

The publishers will be pleased to send review copies of their guides to Alliance members visiting a destination they cover.

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Ranch Rider 

Ranch stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.

Ranch Rider offers many different styles of ranching experience and will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one.
The Dryhead Ranch in Pryor, Montana

Many ranches can lay claim to Western movie set backgrounds, but at the Dryhead Ranch in Pryor, Montana (www.ranchrider.com/montana.asp), an outfit that has been operating since 1898, this is the real Wild West.  

Breeding its own quarter horses, and housing 800 head of cattle, the ranch is a rarity, as 97% of the USA’s cowherds are in groups of less than 50 cows.  

Based in 20,000 acres of open grassland, the setting is remote, and even travelling to the ranch requires a 4X4 the final destination, the less well-travelled Eastern slope of the majestic Pryor Mountains. Travellers in May will be branding around 100 calves a day or gathering the quarter horses to make mare groups, before driving them back out to pasture with a selected stud.  

In the summer time, the cows are herded up to the high country ? and ranchers are treated to an overnight camp, complete with cook tent, teepees, a campfire and roasted marshmallows.  

Other activities include, bull gathering, roping, vaccinating, salting, weaning colts, horse drives and even pregnancy testing.  Authentic cattle drives also operate throughout the year, in the Spring, Summer and Autumn, covering old Sioux trails and the Medicine Wheel Historical site.  

Lil Buckaroos (riders under 12 years) who can ride the trails and quiz wranglers on the Historic Buffalo Jump, or head off in search of bones and arrow heads.  

Elkin Creek, British Columbia

Elkin Creek (http://www.ranchrider.com/bcolumbia.asp) is one of the last remaining ranches to offer cattle drives in British Columbia, an activity that also forms part of the popular branding weekend, held in May.  

Located in the Chilcotin region, the surrounding area is home to the famed wild horses of the Brittany Triangle; said to number in their hundreds by the Xeni Gwetin First Nation, a relatively isolated group which still practices equine culture, closely identifying themselves with their horses.  

Wild horse safaris are available to guests along with a riding programme geared to all levels of riders incorporating, horsemanship training, daily cattle drives, trail riding and sorting.

Elkin Creek’s cowboys following the earliest traditions, with assistance from a diverse herd including, well-trained quarter horses.   

The ranches proximity to Vedan Lake also makes it ideal for wind-surfing, lake kayaking, paddle boating and lake or fly-fishing and its status as one of the last untouched mountain gems in Chilcotin, means the surroundings are perfect for hiking and mountain biking. The ranches eight traditional log cabins consist of two bedrooms, an ensuite bathroom and private decks with mountain views, the latter completing the wilderness experience.  

Visit : http://www.ranchrider.com. Contact : Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk. 
easy4men travel pack

Frequent flyers can travel light with the easy4men travel pack.

Current security rules in force at airports around the world means tubes and cans carried in hand luggage that hold more than 100ml of gels or liquids* have to be removed before passengers reach the departure lounge.


The grooming pack, available at www.easy4men.com, contains three sachets each of hair and body wash, shaving cream and aftershave balm, is small enough to be slipped into hand luggage – but big enough to last a long weekend.

easyJet founder and travel expert Sir Stelios, has come up with the palm-sized 3-in-1 kit which, at 99mls, stays inside the 100ml security limit.

The three day pack can be ordered online at www.easy4men.com and costs £4.50. order five online and the price drops by over £1 for each. Contact: Sarah Rice at sarah@jbp.co.uk. 
Capital Region USA

Capital Region USA, which comprises Virginia, Maryland and Washington, DC will be pleased to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to guarantee one?

Capital Region USA boasts some of America’s most alluring National Scenic Byways and All-American Roads, has launched its first Byways Travel Pack, which comprises a 2008 driving guide, a Maryland Byways handbook and a set of detailed glove-box maps of Virginia and Maryland.

This makes the Capital Region’s history, cities, small towns, art galleries, museums, cultural heritage sites, countryside and National Parks easily accessible.

Highlights along the route are the Chesapeake Country Scenic Byway, with its spectacular coastal views along Maryland’s Eastern Shore and the Historic National Road known as ‘the road that built the Nation’ which sweeps from Baltimore’s Inner Harbour to the rugged Allegheny Mountains and Virginia’s Colonial Parkway. 

This takes the visitor straight to the heart of American history – the Historic Triangle formed by Yorktown, Williamsburg and Jamestown, the site of the America’s first permanent English colony.

There is also the driving guide flags up Washington, DC’s most prestigious address in the USA – Pennsylvania Avenue – with the graceful White House at the start and the majestic US Capitol building at the finish.  

Visit www.capitalregionusa.co.uk. Contact Eugene Roberts at Eugene.roberts@kbc-pr.com.

The Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, Bruges, Belgium


Located in a former 15th Century Prinsenhof, the Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, which opens in February 2008, is a well-known heritage-listed landmark located in the old town, within easy walking distance to all the historic sites of Bruge.

Bruges is the capital and largest city of the province of West Flanders in the Flemish Region of Belgium.

The former Prinsenhof was built for Duke Philip III (Philip the Good) in 1429 to celebrate his marriage to Isabelle of Portugal in 1430, and included a chapel, library, swimming-pool, bathhouse, hall for ballgames, a large tower with an open balcony for minstrels and even a zoo! Royalty from all over Europe stayed at the palace and it was used as a venue to impress and entertain.

Over the centuries, the Prinsenhof was passed down through members of the European nobility, until, in 1880, the French nuns of the community (“Dames de la Retraite du Sacré-Coeur”) acquired the property. 

They renovated the existing structure and built an extension to house a convent, a spiritual retreat and an orphanage. Finally, more than one hundred years later, the Prinsenhof was bought by its present owners who lovingly refurbished it to create the Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace Bruges. 

Today, after thorough renovation works, the Prinsenhof has been restored to its former glory. This new hotel looks set to be a magnificent enhancement to this unique UNESCO World Heritage City and still boasts stunning 15th Century listed architecture and interiors.

The hotel still contains many of its beautiful original features including one of the ballrooms and the chapel with original stained glass windows and frescoes. The comprehensive work carried out on the palace goes much further than the renovation of its impressive architecture – original 15th Century paintings and ornaments have been lovingly restored to reclaim their place in the heritage-listed rooms and suites. 

Described as “Venice of the North”, Bruges, Belgium, is one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Step back in time and stroll through winding cobbled streets to discover hidden sights and a rich architectural history. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com. To arrange to review the property Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to get one should contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Cottars Safari camp grounds, Kenya

Situated in an exclusive area near the Masai Mara National reserve in Kenya, Cottars Safari camp grounds have has remained untouched by tourism and development - allowing guests to experience Africa the way earlier explorers once did. 

Guests enjoy accommodations in romantic white canvas tents, furnished with original safari antiques from the 20s, private en suite dressing rooms and bathrooms, and a romantic outdoor veranda. 

Once settled in, guests can take guided walks through the game parks with trained trackers and professional guides and encounter the wildlife up close, go on exciting night drives (with an option to be steered in an oxen pulled wagon) to star gaze under the rich African sky. 

There is also complementary massages, manicures and pedicures offered. Butlers are also on hand to tend to guests’ needs.

Cottars was established in 1919 by Chas Cottar and has remained a family business for over 80 years. The camp’s current owners, Calvin and Louise Cottar, maintain the family’s pledge to keep the vital essence of safaris alive. 

Visit : www.cottars.com. Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one who would like to be considered for a press trip should contact : Maya Benyehuda at maya@ballantinespr.com.

The Redpoint challenge

Alliance members who are experienced skiers and interested in writing about opportunities for the advanced skier to test their skills may be interested in taking the Redpoint challenge. 

Every year, Redpoint, a small family run ski and activity holiday company hold two ski challenges in the Ziller Valley in Austria. The challenge involves skiing all 570km of pistes in the valley - red, blue and black - in just one week. 

Redpoint are offering one free place on this challenge in return for an honest write up in a relevant publication. This offer includes accommodation and a place on the guided ski challenge, plus £100 towards flight costs (a value of £600).

The first challenge takes place from Saturday 26 January to Saturday 2 February with the second taking place on Saturday 23 February to Saturday 1 March. Accommodation is in a 4 star hotel and includes breakfast and evening meals as well as guiding and daily transport to the challenge area. 

Redpoint is independent family run holiday company that specialises in ski and activity holidays in the Austrian Ziller Valley. Redpoint are used by BAST (The British Adaptive Ski Team) to organise training weeks for their paralympic team and the company also run women only ski weeks, sole ski programmes and adaptive ski weeks amongst other events.

Visit : www.redpoint.co.uk. Contact : Helen at helen@idealmarketingcompany.com.

Summer Lodge, Dorset, UK 

Summer Lodge, the luxury country house hotel and restaurant in Evershot, Dorset, has been voted 'Dorset Restaurant of the Year 2007' in the Dorset Business Awards hosted by the Dorset Chamber of Commerce (now known as Dorset Business).

Summer Lodge is a member of the Red Carnation hotels group. Red Carnation is happy to offer overnight stays at its hotels to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to secure one. This will be considered on a writer-by-writer basis. 

Visit: www.redcarnation.com. Contact: Arnelle Kendall at akendall@rchmail.com.
Expedition Cruising and Cruises for Nature 

Expedition ships and adventurous itineraries aimed at the more intrepid independent traveller is the focus of specialist operator, Expedition Cruising.  

The most popular destination continues to be Antarctica, although the company’s programme also includes a range of voyages to Spitsbergen, Greenland and the Canadian Arctic, as well as the Chilean Fjords and Patagonia. Closer to home, there are trips to the Azores, Macaronesia, and the Scottish islands.

 
Under the brand name - Cruises for Nature – Expedition Cruising also caters for the naturalist and photographer who are keen to join an expedition cruise but who prefer to travel in a small group escorted by a professional wildlife guide.  

A selection of six destinations for 2008 will offer a wildlife experience to nature lovers, bird watchers and photographers alike.  On each of these departures, a professional guide will accompany the small group from the departure airport in London, making sure the holiday runs smoothly and helping to identify wildlife seen on the trip. The destinations offered by Cruises for Nature in 2008 include :

 

Spitsbergen on board the Explorer

Roaming polar bears, lounging seals, long tusked walrus, grazing reindeer and enormous bird colonies all co-exist among the wild, dramatic landscapes of the Svalbard archipelago where the fauna and flora take advantage of the short but extreme summer.

 

The Galapagos Islands with Tandayapa on board the Galapagos Adventurer V - a 98-foot motor yacht chartered by Cruises for Nature exclusively for their small group of 15 clients and guide.  Swim with Galapagos sea lions and Galapagos penguins, be entertained by the antics of the courting blue-footed boobies and nesting waved albatrosses or just observe the fantastic birdlife, marine turtles, dolphins and great whales.  At the end of the cruise, there is time to relax in the sub tropical forest setting of the delightful Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 

Visit :  www.expeditioncruising.co.uk. To discuss the possibility of joining a Cruises for Nature escorted group to Spitsbergen or the Galapagos Islands contact Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com
 

RideWithUs

RideWithUs, which is run by Croatian nationals Petar and Slavica Vidakovic, organises fully guided motorcycle tours around eastern and western Europe:

 

· Tour of Tuscany

· Champagne Tour

· Grand European Tour

· Grand Alps Tour

· Black Forest Tour

· Tour of the Swiss Alps

· Tour of Slovenian Mountains, Lakes and Castles

· Italian Dolomites Tour

· Austrian Tyrol Tour

· Adriatic Coast Tour ( Croatia )

 

Using the bikes as a mode of transport, RideWithUS also organises visits to champagne houses, castles, caves, historic places and monuments at each destination visited. The company only takes twelve bikes per guide, and there are always two guides on each tour. 

Visit : www.ridewithus.info. RideWithUs will be delighted to hear from Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one – and who can ride a motorcycle. Contact : Petar and Slavica Vidakovic at sales@ridewithus.info. 
Botique hotels in Latin America

Latin America specialists, cazenove+loyd, are offering three new boutique hotels opening in Chile, Peru and Argentina for 2008.

The Chilean Desert
The first spa hotel in the Atacama desert, Tierra Atacama, is due to open in February 2008. The hotel is close to San Pedro de Atacama, an oasis village surrounded by the Andes mountains and the dramatic desert landscape.

Cusco, Peru
Opening early next year, Cusco’s first boutique hotel, La Casona Inkaterra, is a restored colonial manor house and one of the first Spanish constructions in Cusco. La Casona is situated in a quiet square in the centre of the town, close to the San Blas artist district and the main square, with views of the Andes.

El Calafate, Southern Patagonia
Situated at the base of Calafate Mount in Southern Patagonia, Los Sauces is a boutique hotel, which opened in September, is decorated in an elegant country style, with antique furniture and paintings by renowned Argentinean painters. From Los Sauces guests can trek the shores of the Argentino Lake on foot or horseback to watch the many species of birds living in the area, including condors and agachonas. A short boat trip away is the Perito Moreno where guests can trek on the ice with crampons. 

cazenove+loyd will consider providing accommodation in their properties for professional travel writers, broadcasters or photographers on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit : www.cazloyd.com. Contact : Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com.

Leads
Brief information on travel and tourism industry initiatives 

Destinations Holiday & Travel Show

Destinations Holiday & Travel Show, the UK's largest holiday and travel show, takes place between 31 January and 3 February 2008 at Earls Court, London and between 9 February and 2 March 2008 at the NEC, Birmingham. The organisers have a special log in for press. Visit : www.DestinationsShow.com. Contact : Laura Leveson at Laura.Leveson@clarionevents.com. 

Escorted archaeological tours and gulet cruises in Turkey

Peter Sommer Travels, which offers specialist escorted archaeological tours and gulet cruises in Turkey, has announced its tours for 2008. These include a tour retracing the route of Alexander the Great, a sailing and walking holiday along the Lycian coast, and an archaeological adventure cruise for families. Visit : www.petersommer.com. Contact : Peter Sommer at info@petersommer.com. 

Vancouver, Canada

The 4th annual PuSh International Performing Arts Festival, which takes place in Vancouver, Canada,  between  16 January and 3 February features a line-up of theatre, dance and music from some of Vancouver's most exciting companies and artists from Italy, Australia and New Zealand. There are 23 shows plus a cabaret in the main program, taking place in 15 venues. Visit : www.pushfestival.ca. Contact : Emily Armstrong at earmstrong@tourismvancouver.com. 
Children ski tuition in Austria

A special method developed in Austria, enables children from the age of three and a half years to learn to negotiate a nursery slope without help in only four hours of one-on-one tuition.  Success is guaranteed by Schwarzenberg ski school, one of the region’s many ski schools. Vorarlberg lies in the very West of Austria, bordering Switzerland and Germany, between Lake Constance and Arlberg. The nearest air hubs are Friedrichshafen and Zurich from where buses run directly to the ski areas. Visit www.vorarlberg.travel. Contact : Lisa Holm at lisa.holm@austria.info.

Southern Africa Direct


Southern Africa Direct, a new lifestyle and culture TV channel, dedicated to providing lifestyle & culture, travel & tourism and commerce information from 25 countries in sub-equatorial Southern Africa has now gone live on Sky channel 283. Visit : www.southernafricadirect.com. Contact: Alex Moorhouse at alex@Platformpr.com. 
Unusual Hotels Of The World 

The travel site for Unusual Hotels Of The World (www.unusualhotelsoftheworld.com) has won the award for best website of 2007 at the World Hospitality Awards. Contact : Steve Dobson at info@uhotw.com. 

Austria

Europe’s first funicular and cable way system, which opened in December, takes travellers from Innsbruck city centre to the peak of the Hafelkar mountain, at 2269 metres, in only 20 minutes. 

The new rail and gondola link up the Seegrube will make Innsbruck's Nordkette mountain region accessible both in winter and in summer. Visit : www.innsbruck.info. Contact : Mary Stuart-Miller at  mary.stuart-miller@virgin.net. 

Trinidad and Tobago 

The Tobago International Pro-AM (6 January to 2 February 2008) is open to men and women, with professional and amateur teams competing on the 18-hole International Championship standard course at Mount Irvine Bay.

The Trinidad Carnival (4 and 5 February) has evolved from elaborate masquerade balls to the present spectacle which sees the streets transform into an explosion of colour and noise. With each new group of immigrants adding its own touch, Carnival has blossomed into a nationwide party, with calypso and steel pan music reflecting the country's multi-ethnic nature. Carnival today includes influences from all creeds, races and classes and has spread well beyond the shores of Trinidad & Tobago. Visit : http://www.visittnt.com. Contact : Jo at joanna.geneen@fleishmaneurope.com. 

Bruges, Belgium 

The city of Bruges is heavily promoting the combining of chocolate into mainstream savoury dishes with Choc’ in Brugge, from  20 January to 13 March 2008. Gastronomic concoctions such as marinated filet of duck on a coulis of mango, ginger and plain chocolate served with turnip, pumpkin and baby onions are the kind celebrated by ten Bruges restaurants. There’s also the chance to try a range of chocolate inspired beauty products including chocolate facemasks and chocolate product massage treatments. On 9 and 10 February, Bruges will turn the spotlight on 48 of its chocolatiers in an especially dedicated chocolate market, timed for Valentines day. Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at press@visitflanders.co.uk.
 
Golf in Portugal

Algarve Select, the independent specialist of tailor-made golf and beach holidays to Portugal’s sunshine coast, offers a range of deals for golfers of all abilities planning to visit the Algarve during Spring or Autumn 2008.Widely regarded as the golfing jewel of the Algarve, Boavista Golf Resort offers a beautifully landscaped Championship course, a brand new state-of-the-art Clubhouse with health and spa facilities and luxury apartment accommodation of the highest standards. Visit : www.algarveselect.com. Contact : Alan Sykes at alan.sykes@emerson.co.uk.

Italy 

Celebrations take place throughout Italy in 2008 to mark the 150th anniversary of Puccini’s birth.The opening of the Nuovo Gran Teatro at Torre del Lago will be the highlight, with its 3,200 seat open-air arena overlooking lake Massaciuccoli. The festival opens on 11 July with a new production of Turandot directed by Maurizio Scaparro, and Tosca, Madame Butterfly and Edgar are also featured on the 2008 programme. Visit www.whitehattours.co. Contact : James Gilpin at james.gilpin@whitehattours.com. 
Independence of the Seas

Independence of the Seas the latest ship in the Royal Caribbean fleet will be in Southampton from Friday 25 April to Friday 2 May 2008 for a variety of onboard facilities during the four day inaugural launch celebrations, in advance of her UK season. Dates of media events will be confirmed shortly. Visit : www.royalcaribbean.com. Contact Rob Atherton rob.atherton@sirenpr.co.uk
Panama

With over 300 days of sunshine each year and favourable tax rates, there is much to travellers to Panama. The country’s dense rainforest, wonderful birdlife, colonial history, indigenous traditions and stunning Caribbean islands.  Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact Julia Farish at j.farish@travelpr.co.uk. 

Memphis, Tennessee 

The Stax Museum of American Soul Music, located at the site of Stax Records in Memphis, Tennessee, has opened Otis Redding from Macon to Memphis, an Exhibit from the Private Collection of Zelma Redding. The exhibit features a collection of never-before-shown family photographs taken on the Reddings' 300-acre ranch outside Macon, and shows more than Otis Redding the singer and entertainer. The exhibit also includes personal mementos from Mrs. Redding such as telegrams of condolence from Booker T. & the MGs, then-Georgia Governor Jimmy Carter, the Apollo Theater, Nina Simone, the Staple Singers, the Stax Records “family,” and others. Visit : www.soulsvilleusa.com and www.otisredding.com. Contact : Jennie Jordan at jennie@david-nicholson.com. 

Cottages and Castles

Cottages and Castles, which offers a selection of Scottish holiday cottages and a range of exclusive large Scottish houses, holiday Castles, Scottish mansions and lodges, is also developing self-catering holidays which offers visitors the privacy and relaxation of a Scottish rural retreat combined with the luxury of a five star boutique hotel. Visit : www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk.Contact : Lorna Inglis at Lorna@mediahouse.co.uk. 
Reasons to write about
More in-depth information on destinations of interest.

Amazing Rare things at Buckingham Palace

Amazing Rare Things, which opens at The Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace, London on 14 March 2008, has been selected from the collections in the Royal Library by Royal Collection curators in collaboration with the distinguished naturalist and broadcaster Sir David Attenborough. 

It brings together the works of four artists and a collector who have shaped our knowledge of the world around us : Leonardo da Vinci, Cassiano dal Pozzo, Alexander Marshal, Maria Sibylla Merian and Mark Catesby. 

All lived at a time when new species were being discovered around the world in ever increasing numbers. Many of the plants and animals represented in the exhibition were then barely known in Europe. Today some are commonplace, while others are extinct. The exhibition is also accompanied by the book, Amazing Rare Things, by Sir David Attenborough, Susan Owens, Martin Clayton and Rea Alexandratos. 

Visit : http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/default.asp?action=article&ID=541  Contact : Anne Marie Todaro  at AnneMarie.Todaro@RoyalCollection.org.uk. 

Jewish Germany 

With 120,000 Jews currently living in Germany, the country has the fastest growing Jewish community in the world after Israel. 

Jewish specialist tour operators such as Milk & Honey, based in Berlin, are offering tailor-made programmes aimed at discovering Germany from a Jewish perspective including Berlin, Dresden, Frankfurt, Munich and Cologne tours. 

The Jewish Museum Berlin, located in a spectacular building designed by Daniel Libeskind and opened in 2001, has since then grown to one of the most popular museums in Berlin.  

The Jewish history and culture in Germany makes for a fascinating opportunity to discover yet another facet of this diverse country. Jews have lived here for almost 2,000 years, an unbroken chain beginning in the era of the Roman Empire and extending up to today. 

While respecting and remembering the history of Jewish life in Germany, there is scope to approach the new Jewish Germany and travel to the country to see what’s new from a Jewish

perspective.

Visit : www.juedisches-museum-berlin.de, www.milkandhoneytours.com, www.visitberlin.d and www.germany-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Barbara Geier at barbara.geier@d-z-t.com. 

Earthwatch 

Earthwatch Institute (Europe) is an international environmental charity whose mission is to engage people worldwide in scientific field research and education to promote the understanding and action necessary for a sustainable environment. 


Earthwatch Institute (Europe) is the European affiliate of Earthwatch Institute, which is based in the USA. Other affiliate offices in the Earthwatch Institute network are based in Australia and Japan.

The charity currently supports over 120 environmental research projects in 55 countries by providing funds and paying volunteers who work alongside leading field scientists and researchers. 

Costs for travellers joining a project range from £175 to £2550 and projects last from three to 18 days. The price paid is a charitable donation, which funds the research. Accommodation, food, training, emergency medial evacuation and the offsetting of greenhouse gases is included in the price, but flights are additional.

Earthwatch is launching ten new expeditions in remote and threatened locations around the globe. 

At the Masaya volcano in Nicaragua and Poàs volcano in Costa Rica scientists are studying the effects of acid rain and volcanic smog on water and tropical wildlife. Volunteers will hike to lava flows and crater lakes to help survey the area’s stunning flora and fauna. 

In the Ecuadorian Andes, one of the world's exceptional wildlife hotspots, Earthwatch scientists are monitoring jaguars, pumas and spectacled brown bears. While exploring this magnificent cloud forest, volunteers will be tasked with setting up camera traps, identifying animal tracks and collecting aerial images by launching a helium balloon using a giant catapult system! 

The Pribilof Islands – located 800 miles southwest of Anchorage, Alaska, the archipelago’s fur seals are in decline, so Earthwatch is working alongside the Aleut people to make conservation plans. This expedition offers an incredible close-up wildlife experience as volunteers will spend time quietly observing the seals. There will also be opportunities to help with sea lion and reindeer surveys. 

In Bordeaux, France, Earthwatch is finding out how natural farming methods can help wildlife to thrive in local vine yards. 


Other new expeditions include Saving the Tarangire Migration in Tanzania, New York City Wildlife, Wild Horses of North Carolina, Songbirds of the Tetons in Wyoming, Reef Fish of the Virgin Islands and Minke Whales of Canada.


Earthwatch offset all greenhouse gas emissions associated with volunteer travel through an organisation called Climate Care. www.climatecare.org. 

Visit : http://www.earthwatch.org. Contact : Zoe Gamble at zgamble@earthwatch.org.uk.

Musical Alabama, USA 

The roots of American music can be found in Alabama where legends as Hank Williams, the Temptations, the Muscle Shoals Rhythm Section, the Commodores, Alabama, and record-producer Sam Phillips made their mark.  

The Alabama Music Hall of Fame (www.alamhof.org) in Tuscumbia showcases the state’s famous music icons and has identified over 1300 notable music achievers that call Alabama home.  

Florence is the site of the modest log cabin where the “Father of the Blues,” W.C. Handy, was born (www.florenceal.org).   

Sheffield is the location of the original Muscle Shoals Sound Studio where a Who’s Who of the music industry recorded hit after hit in the 1960s and 1970s (www.muscleshoalssound.org). Another studio from that era, Fame Recording Studio (www.fame2.com), is still active and is open for tours.

Birmingham, Alabama’s largest city, is home to the Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame (www.jazzhall.com).   

Music events are also big in Alabama. Montgomery has Jubilee CityFest; Birmingham has City Stages; Huntsville has Big Spring Jam and Mobile has Bayfest. Huntsville also has Panoply, an arts festival that includes the Official Alabama State Fiddling Championship  

Athens State University hosts one of the oldest and largest Old Time Fiddlers Conventions.

Events with bluegrass music are cross state.  A few of the better known ones are the Foggy Hollow Bluegrass Gatherin’ at Webster’s Chapel between Gadsden and Anniston (the first weekend in June and last weekend of September), the BlackWater Bluegrass Festival near Jasper and the Spring and Fall Bluegrass Festivals at Horse Pens 40 near Jasper.  The Alabama Bluegrass Association maintains a list of events on its Web site, http://www.alabamabluegrass.org,

Visit : www.alabama.travel. Contact : Venessa Alexander at venessa@globaltravelmarketing.org.

Small group safaris

Acacia Adventure Holidays has also introduced eight new small group safaris and a dhow sailing excursion, covering the more remote northern islands of Madagascar.

Gorilla Magic
The Troop to the Gorillas overland tour takes travellers trekking through dense forest to the Silverback, in Uganda’s Bwindi Impenetrable National  Park. This will pass through Mbarara and Kabale, known as the Switzerland of Africa, and Lake  Bunyoni, one of the deepest lakes on the continent.  Community village visits and forest walks can also be undertaken in the park, travellers catching sight of the country’s rural heartland on their journey back to Kampala. 

Safari on down with the Masai
The 12-day Masai Walking Safari starts in Kenya’s capital, with an out of city wildlife expedition to the nearby Nairobi National Park. Leaving the 4X4 behind the itinerary includes walking safaris through Hell’s Gate National Park to view its spectacular gorges and geothermal hot springs, followed by a challenging trek to the summit of Mount Longonot where travellers are rewarded with panoramic views over Lake Navisha and the Great Rift Valley.  

Getting away from the crowds by Dhow

The few tourists that do visit  Madacasgar number around 150,000 a year. This trip has travellers crossing the more remote Northern islands by Dhow including Ankazoberavina and Nosy Irinja, the latter home to the Hawksbill turtles and exotic coconut crabs.  

Visit : www.acacia-africa.com. Contact : Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.

Sking in Snowshoe, West Virginia

Skiers, snowboarders, snowshoers and snowtubers should head to Snowshoe Mountain Resort high up in the Allegheny Mountains of West Virginia and experience it’s 1,500’ vertical drop, 244 skiable acres and 60 trails which includes three new slopes for the 2007-2008 season. 


The resort has been ranked Number One in the Southeast USA by the readers of Ski Magazine.

 Snowshoe’s 100-percent snowmaking capability supplements the annual average of 180” of natural snow that falls on the mountains. Over the last three years the resort has averaged 132 days a season, with skiing and riding beginning in late November, with runs open through late March. 
 
There are over 20 dining and bar venues in the Village at Snowshoe.

Snowshoe is backed by Intrawest (, developers of the world’s greatest playgrounds: from beach resorts to golf courses, and of course, world-renowned mountain destinations, including Colorado’s Steamboat, Whistler Blackcomb in British Columbia, Canada and Tremblant of Quebec. 


Visit : www.callwva.com or www.snowshoemtn.com. Contact: Jane Wilson at jwilson@destination-marketing.co.uk.

Round the World ocean-going yachts

Round the World ocean-going yachts are being offered for the first time in 2008 with the launch of a 4-yacht Challenger Fleet by Tall Ships Adventures 

The yachts, which can accommodate a crew of up to 18, will operate 7 night sails around Madeira, the Canaries and Balearics from January 2008 to offer a contrast to crewing a traditional twin-masted tall ship which will be operating 10-night discovery voyages around the Caribbean.

The 72-feet long Challenger yachts will sail together to provide a competitive race element. While holidays will appeal to anyone who has experience of sailing anything from a dinghy to a small yacht, participants can be non sailors while sails are open to anyone aged from 16 to 75.

Visit : www.tallships.org. Contact : paul.directpr@btconnect.com
Fast growing adventure trips

STA Travel, the budget travel specialists for independent travellers has revealed its top five fastest growing adventure trips.  

Rafting the Grand Canyon 

Experience the dramatic sights of the Grand Canyon from a motorised raft. Travelling the entire 280 miles of the Canyon in eight days, rafters explore Indian ruins, discover waterfalls and see bighorn sheep, mule deer, coyotes, and ringtail cats along the banks and in tributary canyons.   

Reach Everest Base Camp 

This 15 day trek across the Nepalese Himalayas to Everest Base Camp follows remote mountain paths, cross glaciers, traverse valleys and climb high mountain passes to ascend to the foot of Mount Everest.  

Tracking mountain gorillas in Uganda
A three-day trip into the ancient Bwindi rainforest of Uganda to watch mountain gorillas in their natural habitat.  Trek through the tangled undergrowth of the impenetrable forest with experienced trackers in search of the gorilla families.  

Trekking the Inca Trail
A week retracing the steps of the ancient Inca civilization, with a trek through the Sacred Valley guided by local experts. The week's trip includes a four-day hike along the ancient Inca trail ending up at Intipunku, the sun gate, to watch the sun rise over Machu Picchu. 

The Trans Mongolia Express

Twenty-one days crossing continents and time zones on one of the world's greatest train journeys. The chance to explore Beijing before heading to the untamed wilderness of Mongolia to enjoy their hospitality with an overnight stay in a ger tent and a homestay on the banks of Lake Baikal. Leave Asia behind on a rail journey into Europe across the wild, open plains of Siberia before ending your journey in St Petersburg.  

Visit : www.statravel.co.uk. Tiggy Dean at tiggy@hillanddeanpr.com. 

The Hanse Explorer 

The Hanse Explorer is a newly built, five-star expedition motor-yacht available for exclusive use by up to 12 guests. The start and end ports are fixed while the route and expedition landings depend on weather, ice, wildlife and the interests of the guests on board.

With an ice-strengthened hull and a shallow draft, the Hanse Explorer is a spacious 850 tonne, 48-metre expedition vessel designed for exploration of the more remote corners of the world, from the icy polar regions of Antarctica and the Arctic to the warmer waters of South America and the Caribbean. 

The Hanse Explorer’s sailing schedule includes some fascinating destinations:


December - February: Antarctica, the Falklands and South Georgia
March – May: coastal Brazil and the Amazon
June: the Caribbean
July: North America 
August – September: Arctic Canada & Greenland
October - November: east coast of America, the Caribbean and South America, and down to Antarctica

Visit : www.oceanstar.de. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com. 


History of tea tours

Specialist tour operator, Indus Tours, and the Glenburn Tea Estate UK office, have launched a History of Tea’ tour to Glenburn Tea Estate Darjeeling, one of the oldest tea plantations in that area of India.


Flying into Kolkata, the once seat of the British Indian Empire, the tour begins by examining the development of Kolkata as an important port and its influence on trading, setting the scene for the consequent launch of the tea growing industry in India. 

Travelling to Darjeeling’s picturesque foothills, holidaymakers will then get a real taste for life on Glenburn Tea Estate. Established in 1860 by Scottish tea planters and now owned by one of India’s well-known tea pioneering families.

Accommodation is in the original, restored, tea planter’s bungalow with 1,600 acres of verdant forest, rolling hills, villages and delightful river valleys to explore. 


The tour escort will be Colonel John Swanston, a naturalist, ornithologist, photographer and keen Himalayan traveller for over 36 years.

Darjeeling tea is grown on 100 estates on the foothills of the Himalayas, on over 18,000 hectares at about 7000 ft and is regarded as the "Champagne of Teas". Light and delicate in flavour and aroma, and with undertones of muscatel, Darjeeling is an ideal complement to dinner or afternoon tea. 

Indus Tours & Travel are specialist tailor-made tour operators to India, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Morocco, Croatia, Sardinia and Tunisia.

Visit : www.industours.co.uk. Contact : Judith Watson at judith.watson@lushpr.com. 
Unusual events in January and February 

The Association of Independent Tour Operators offer some events for January and February  

Monaco : International Circus Festival : 17 to 27 January

Monaco is the only country in the world to have an annual International Circus Festival, showcasing the globe's greatest Big Top performers. The event features spectacular animal acts, comedy performances, masterfully choreographed acrobatic feats and two coveted awards are given out each year to the most impressive spectacle. Stay at the sleek, boutique Columbus hotel in Fontvielle, which overlooks the Big Top. Visit : www.visitmonaco.com. 

Iceland : Thorrablot Midwinter Feast : 19 January to 18 February

The Thorrablot Midwinter Feast is an ancient Viking tradition with food for the brave including boiled sheep's head and rotten shark meat.

Tallinn : Valgus Festival : 19 January to 21 February 

The Tallinn Light Festival, is part of a month-long calendar of events in the Old Town of the Estonian capital. Visit : www.kirkerholidays.com. 

Gothenburg : the 31st Gothenburg International Film Festival 25 January to 4 February

The 31st Gothenburg International Film Festival attracts more than 100,000 people (www.goteborg.filmfestival.org). Hundreds of films from around the world will be aired at cinemas across the city centre. Visit : www.west-sweden.com. 

The Association of Independent Tour Operators represents 150 independent and specialist travel companies. Visit : www.aito.co.uk. Contact : Ian Bradley at i.Bradley@travelpr.co.uk. 

Winter sports in the Tatra Mountains, Slovakia 

The Tatra mountains, Slovakia catesr for all levels of skier and snowboarder. The high Tatras are ideal for first timers, beginners and intermediates, while the low Tatras, which have recently linked ski lifts from Chopok North and Chopok South, offer fabulous freestyle and off piste skiing and snowboarding for those with more experience.

Mountain Paradis, which runs the resort of Strbske Pleso, is the only ATOL bonded holiday provider specialising in just this region. Sledging in the High Tatras remains one of the most popular activities amongst the Slovak people and visitors, and the downhill Hrebienok run is the most popular. 

Accommodation comprises a range of villas, chalets, luxury apartments and hotels, and even a 17th century pension. Guests can also stay in AquaCity, Poprad (http://www.aquacityresort.com), which has been voted the "world's greenest resort" thanks to its use of alternative, sustainable energy to provide carbon neutral holidays. 

Visit : http://www.mountainparadise.co.uk. Contact : Matt Jevons at matthew.jevons@mountainparadise.co.uk.

The Visit London Awards 

Winners of the Visit London Awards 2007, sponsored by Eurostar, include : 

· LBC News 1152AM Best Restaurant Award sponsored by yell.com : Gourmet Garden

· Evening Standard Best Night Out for Londoners sponsored by Superbreak : Best Bar - Tiger Tiger, best nightclub - Ronnie Scott's and best theatre/show - The Lion King 

· ITV London Tonight Best New Experience for Londoners : ZSL London Zoo

· Visitor Attraction of the Year sponsored by the London Planner published by MVP : gold - Victoria and Albert Museum, silver - Horniman Museum and bronze - Southbank Centre

· Best Tourism Experience sponsored by SML Events : gold- Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and Tour, silver - BBC Tours and bronze - Grim's Dyke Hotel

· Large Hotel of the Year sponsored by Rainey Kelly Campbell Roalfe/Y&R : gold - The Dorchester, silver - The Churchill and bronze - The Metropolitan

· Small Hotel/B&B of the Year sponsored by OMD International : gold - The Halkin, silver - Phoenix House and  bronze - The Capital

   

Visit :  http://corporate.visitlondon.com/partners/vl_awards/ and www.ukinbound.org Contact : Helen James at helenjames@ukinbound.org
A place to stay

New and unusual accommodation for travellers. 

The Adolf Nossberger Hut, Austria

Austria is an advocate of Alpine environmentalism and has the highest number of eco-friendly mountain huts in Europe. 

The Austrian Alpine Association’s Seal of Environmental Excellence, is awarded to only those huts that can meet the very highest of environmental standards – just 5% of huts in Austria to date.

Where green-conscious guardians like Roland Hummer are leading the way, it is hoped the rest will soon follow. 

Roland runs Adolf Nossberger Hut, a 40-bed wooden building high in Carinthia’s wild Schober Mountains.

The hut’s low energy light bulbs are powered by solar-charged batteries; heating relies solely on sustainable wood from the nearby forests; food supplies are based on locally sourced products, and great care is taken to minimise packaging waste; the toilet system is a clever combination of filtration and composting that ensures nothing yucky is leached into the local environment. 

Being far from the nearest road, the hut is inevitably supplied by helicopter, but Roland has striven to reduce air time to a bare minimum of only 60 minutes per year. In an inspiring display of commitment, he personally packs in 800kg of supplies in about 40 strenuous round trips over a four-month season. As well as keeping him uncommonly fit, this saves one helicopter flight. 

The Adolf Nossberger Hut is now something of an environmental flagship. 

Visit : www.austria.info/walk. Contact : Lisa Holm at lisa.holm@austria.info.

Higher Westcott Farm, Devon, UK 

Higher Westcott Farm is a brand-new place to stay in Devon, writes Alliance member Sophie Denning.

The creation of London escapees Jo Gossett and Sam Perry, the pair have revamped their part-thatched house in cool, comfortable, pared-back style, with squashy sofas for sinking into after a day out hiking or riding.

There are enough art and books to distract disoriented  urbanites, a licensed bar, and a particularly striking monumental fireplace that they discovered weeks into doing the place up. The four bedrooms all have green views, pukka white bedlinen and contemporary bathrooms. 

Jo does all the cooking and makes the bread, putting together a local menu of, perhaps, Brixham crab salad, ruby-red Devon fillet with green beans and gratin dauphinoise, and tarte tatin with homemade vanilla  ice-cream. Dinner is prepared on request. 

The pretty hamlet setting is located between deepest Devon and the end of the M5. Visit : http://www.westcottfarm.co.uk/. Contact Jo or Sam for more info or to arrange a press trip at justin@westcottfarm.co.uk.

UNIK Resorts, Isla Mujeres, the Caribbean Sea 

UNIK Resorts will open its flagship hotel eight miles north of Cancun across the Caribbean Sea on Isla Mujeres on 15 April 2008. 

Operated by the de la Peña family—long-time hoteliers in the Riviera Maya—UNIK has 84 rooms and suites which get serviced with twice-daily maid service, lavish bath amenities by Pascal Morabito, candles, plush bathrobes and slippers and aromatherapy at turndown. Six restaurants and bars offer Mexican, Asian, and Continental cuisine.

The natural beauty of Isla Mujeres serves as a backdrop for the pool area, built on four different levels following the lay of the land. 

Upon arrival at the Cancun International Airport guests are transferred via hotel-arranged car service and a 25-minute boat ride offers breathtaking views of the white sand beaches of Cancun and the sparkling Caribbean Sea. 

Visit : www.unikresorts.com.  Contact : Rebie Bautista at rebie@andriamitsakospr.com.

Naladhu Maldives

Naladhu Maldives, the pristine paradise island with just 19 houses has joined the esteemed Small Luxury Hotels of the World (SLH). 

The Maldives, is an island nation consisting of a group of 26 atolls in the Indian Ocean with 1,192 islets, roughly two hundred of which are inhabited.

The Small Luxury Hotels of the World brand (http://www.slh.com/) is a collection of over 440 independently-owned hotels in 70 countries. 

Each exclusive property boasts a unique character and charm all the while committing to a single standard of excellence guaranteeing guests an unsurpassed level of quality, service and luxury no matter their destination. SLH was recently ranked the top overall luxury hotel brand for 2007 by the New York-based Luxury Institute. 

Since opening n March of this year, Naladhu Maldives has been named one of the world's “Hottest” new resorts by Conde Nast Traveler in the 2007 “Hot List”. Other accolades have included the “Must Visit” list of The Times, London, and DestinAsian magazine’s Luxe list 2007. 

Visit :  www.naladhu.com. Contact : Marion Walsh at mwalsh@naladhu.com. 


Pezula Castle on Noetzie Beach, South Africa

The Pezula Resort Hotel & Spa has opened Pezula Castle on Noetzie Beach, South Africa 

Situated on one of the most beautiful beaches in the world, the Pezula Castle is built into the rugged cliff-face of the Garden Route coastline with its ancient milkwood forests and offers panoramic views of the beach and the sea. Guests of the Castle enjoy a resident chef, housekeeper and butler.Adjacent to the Main Castle, the Honeymoon Castle is secluded and private, and decorated as a luxury beach house.

Visit www.pezularesorthotel.com. Contact Nicola Preston at npreston@blueicecom.com. 

The Kampala Serena Hotel, Uganda

Serena Hotels, the hotel group in East Africa, which is owned and operated by the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development, hosted HM Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh at the newly refurbished Kampala Serena Hotel during their 4-day visit to Uganda. 

The State Suite, which has now been renamed the Royal Suite, was their home during their stay in Kampala for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM). 

The Royal Suite has a massive wooden carved door leading into a foyer with four more doors, each leading to a different part of the suite. On either side of the bed sits carved wooden dance shields used by the Zinza people of western Tanzania, which reflects the hotel’s overall theme of lost African art. There is also a kitchen and a living area with a plush lounge, dining and study area. The sumptuous suite was filled with orchids - rumoured to be one of the Queen’s favourites. 
 

Visit : www.serenahotels.com/uganda/kampala/home.asp. Contact : Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk. 

Holiday Inn Soweto Freedom Square, Johannesburg, South Africa  


InterContinental Hotels has opened its Holiday Inn property in the township of Kliptown, Soweto, an urban area in the South African city of Johannesburg.

The ‘Mus’ukulinda Amathuba Trust’ has also been set up by the hotel’s shareholders to support local women’s groups, churches, youth organisations and the disabled. 


South Africa is already one of the world’s most favoured travel destinations and the World Travel and Tourism council expects an annual growth of 4.4% in South Africa’s tourism sector over the next 10 years. 

InterContinental Hotels Group PLC (IHG) owns a portfolio of hotel brands including InterContinental® Hotels & Resorts, Crowne Plaza® Hotels & Resorts, Holiday Inn® Hotels and Resorts, Holiday Inn Express®, Staybridge Suites®, Candlewood Suites® and Hotel Indigo®, and also manages the world's largest hotel loyalty programme, Priority Club® Rewards with over 37 million members worldwide. Visit : www.ihg.com. Contact: Suzanne Seyghal at suzanne.seyghal@ihg.com.

Iron Horse Hotel, Milwaukee


The Iron Horse Hotel, the first modern luxury boutique hotel geared to the twenty million American motorcycle enthusiasts will open early summer 2008. Milwaukee, which is located on the southwestern shore of Lake Michigan, is the largest city in Wisconsin. 

Architecturally, the six-story Iron Horse Hotel, in a 100 year-old converted warehouse, will look to capture the American Industrial era with post and beam construction, exposed brick walls and iron details preserved.

Located in downtown Milwaukee, the Iron Horse Hotel will offer special amenities for riders including secured covered motorcycle parking, rag bins, an on-site bike wash, packed saddle bag lunches, road trip maps and in-room storage areas for boots, helmets and heavy riding leathers.

The hotel also addresses the need for rooms generated by the new Harley-Davidson Museum, located just across the river, which is expected to draw 350,000 to 500,000 visitors a year. 

Visit www.theironhorsehotel.com. Contact : Brigette Breitenbach at  brigette@bwpr.com. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide Alliance members with review copies to members to be on assignment, with commission or who are able to secure one and in return for a credit or review.

Berlitz 

Visit : www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Contact : Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

Visit : www.bradt-travelguides.com. Contact Felicity Stanbridge at felicity.stanbridge@bradtguides.com. 

 

Brit's Guide

Visit : www.foulsham.com. Contact Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

Visit: www.travelbooks.co.uk. Contact: Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

Visit : www.fisherstravelsos.com. Contact Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

 

Insight 

 

Visit : www.insightguides.com. Contact : Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

Visit: www.inyourpocket.com.  Contact: Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

Visit : www.JanesSmartArt.com. Contact:  Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Lonely Planet
 

Visit: www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact: Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North and Central America: Frank Ruiz at frank.ruiz@lonelyplanet.com, Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Rough Guides 

Visit : www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.  

Globetrotters LogBook

Visit : www.globetrotterslogbook.com Contact : Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
The next issue

This bulletin is produced by:

Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@williamjack.co.uk or +44 (0) 776 419 8286. 

The next issue of the bulletin will be issued in February 2008. Archived issues are available at www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 

The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance provides key information and support for professionals who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

 

Alliance information is also syndicated to 500 professional travel writers through the North American Travel Journalists Association (www.natja.org), 1200 travel writers through the Society of American Travel Writers (www.satw.org), 600 travel writers through the Professional Writers Association of Canada (www.pwac.ca/blog.htm) and directly to 150 members of the New Zealand Travel Communicators (www.travelcommunicators.co.nz). 
 

 Finally Alliance information also goes to over 1,500 travel and tourist industry representatives.
 

AllWays
 
http://itwa.darkego.net/allways/index.html   
 
AllWays is a unique package of consumer travel publications from the International Travel Writers Alliance that will roll out in 2008. 
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