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Providing key information on a no-frills format for who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. 

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com or 0776 419 8286

Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.

In this issue 

1: Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

2: Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

3: Leads

Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4: The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

5: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

6: A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
7: Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

8: Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

9: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

10: The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWays 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission

· Alerts
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Palm Beach County Convention & Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider offering accommodation and press trip information to Alliance members. Visit: www.palmbeachfl.com Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com  
· Great Hotels Organisation’s family of brands include Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts will be pleased to consider offering individual press trips to Alliance members. Visit : : http://www.ghotw.com and http://www.shotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghorg.com.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· New York State Division of Tourism will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members who can gain a commission/s focusing on: fishing, nature or food & wine. Visit: http://www.nylovesu.co.uk . Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com
· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· The Rocco Forte Collection is now the largest luxury hotel operator in Europe with 11 five-star properties.The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members. Visit: www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at rholloway@roccofortecollection.com

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

The Governor's Buffalo Roundup, South Dakota  

The press trip for this year’s Governor's Buffalo Roundup in South Dakota  takes place from 22-29 September, 2009.  

The Roundup is a unique event where cowboys on horseback and park personnel in pickups round up the 1,500 bison in Custer State Park for sorting, vaccinating and branding, a one day event, that is a part of the South Dakota Governor's weekend of adventure activities, attractions and events.  

Major attractions in the area include Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Old West Deadwood, Badlands National Park, Jewel Cave National Monument, Wind Cave National Park, Native America culture, and cowboy culture. 

There will also be a pre-fam of the Black Hills of South Dakota.  

Visit : www.custerstatepark.info. Alliance members interested in attending should contact Maureen Droz at maureen.droz@state.sd.us with details of commissions.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Visit London campaigns 
Visit London has launched a series of tactical marketing campaigns across the UK, Europe and North America, promoting London as a 'value for money' destination. 

Combined public and private funding takes the total amount spent on promoting London abroad to £3.25m over a four-month period. £750k comes from the public/private initiative announced by Boris Johnson at the end of 2008.

Visit : Lwww.visitlondon.com. Contact Jacqueline French on 020 7234 5844 or at jfrench@visitlondon.com
Business Travel Innovation Awards, London 
The Business Travel Innovation Awards take place at Earls Court, London on 12 February as part of the Business Travel Show (February 10-12). Categories include Air Travel, Accommodation, Technology, Travel Management Services and Ground Transportation. The Gold Innovation Award is presented at the aftershow party at Madame Tussauds.

Visit : www.businesstravelshow.com. Contact : Charlotte Le Rougetel on 020 7421 or at charlotte@bastion.co.uk. 

Cities – The Secret of a Winning Destination

Cities – The Secret of a Winning Destination (2 to 4 March 2009) is a London based conference organised by The Communication Group and Dods and co-hosted by Westminster City Council.

By 2050, nearly 75% of the world’s population will be living in cities. What are the ingredients of a successful city? And how can you ensure a city’s success.

The conference will bring together key players involved in planning, developing and managing urban infrastructures.  Attendees will benefit from keynote speeches, case studies and expert panel debates.  

Visit www.citiesconference.com. Contact : Sara Brigden on 0207 630 1411 or at sbrigden@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 
 
· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Nice Carnival, France

13 February to 1 March 2009 

Taking place along the Promenade des Anglais and Quai des Etats-Unis, Nice, the carnival features flower and light parades, float processions, firework displays, rock music and theatre. The theme is The King Of Masquerades.

Visit : www.nicecarnaval.com and www.nicetourism.com. Contact : info@nicetourism.com. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras

24 February 2009

Mardi Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA sees hundreds of parades, floats and marching bands converge on Louisiana city.

Visit : www.mardigrasneworleans.com. Contact : Christine DeCuir at cdecuir@neworleanscvb.com.

Carnaval on the Mile, Miami, Florida, USA

6 to 8 March 2009

The carnival features Latin music, jazz, international food, concerts, sports events, culinary competitions and galas.

The culmination and highlight of the event is Calle Ocho street party, the largest street festival in the US. Top recording artists and groups from the Hispanic entertainment world perform. Receives media coverage from major global networks and in international press.

Visit : www.carnavalmiami.com. Contacts : Sylvia Vieta at svieta@carnavalmiami.com.

Brussels International Festival of Fantastic, Thriller & Science Fiction Films

9 to 21 April 2009 

The festival Includes international and European competitions for both full-length and short features.

Visit : www.bifff.org. Contact : Guy Delmonte at guy@bifff.org.

Kentucky Derby Festival
11 to 30 April 2009 

The festival at various venues in Louisville, Kentucky, USA is a celebration prior to the world-famous Derby horse race. Over 1.5 million people atten.

It is a major community event with over 4000 volunteers from the local area taking part. 

Visit : www.kdf.org and www.thunderoverlouisville.org.  Contact : Aimee Boyd at aboyd@kdf.org.

London Burlesque Festival

01 April 2009 to 05 April 2009

The London Burlesque Festival, at various venues throughout London, showcases the best in British burlesque. It attracts performers and patrons from North America, Europe, Japan, Australia and throughout the UK. 

Visit : www.londonburlesquefest.com. Contact : chazroyal@hotmail.com

TignesFest, Val d'Isère, France

15 April 2009 to 19 April 2009

TignesFest is a free alpine music festival, which provides a platform for unsigned UK bands to perform. 

Visit : www.tignesfest.com. Contact : Claudia Batchelor at claudiabatchelor@btopenworld.com

French Quarter Festival
17 to 19 April 2009 

The festival in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA is the state’s largest free music event featureing jazz and blues music, a firework show on the banks of the Mississippi and masked Mardi Gras parades.

Visit : www.fqfi.org. Contact : feedback@fqfi.org. 

City of Derry Jazz & Big Band Festival, Northern Ireland
30 April 2009 to 03 May 2009

The festival showcases local, national and international musicians in over 100 events across 50 venues. It is one of Northern Ireland's leading jazz events. 

Visit : www.cityofderryjazzfestival.com and www.derryvisitor.com.  Contact : Johnny Murray at jazz@derrycity.gov.uk.

Festspillene: Bergen International Festival, Norway
20 May 2009 to 04 June 2009

The largest event of its kind in Nordic countries sees over 180 performances take place. Focuses on opera, dance, drama, literature and visual arts.

Visit : www.festspillene.no. Contact : Marit Eikemo at marit@fib.no.

Virgin Atlantic 25th Anniversary Celebrations

June 2009

Richard Branson's airline celebrates 25 years in the air with a series of events in flight destinations. Anniversary is also marked with a huge international advertising campaign.

Visit : www.virgin-atlantic.com. Contact Polly Durrant on 01293 747 373 or at  polly.durrant@fly.virgin.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Amtrak

Amtrak, America’s rail passenger service, is currently highlighting its long-distance, cross-country journeys across the USA. 

The cruising on tracks packages cover America’s homelands and provide thousands of miles of diverse scenic beauty through its carriage windows.

Rail is fast becoming a fashionable mode of travel within and between the towns and cities of the United States.

The Amtrak Routes – covering around 200,000 miles include the following: 

· The Cardinal:  Chicago * Indianapolis * Cincinnati * Washington, D.C. * New York

· Sunset Limited: Los Angeles * Tucson * San Antonio * Houston * New Orleans * Orlando

· Capitol Limited: Chicago * Toledo * Cleveland * Pittsburgh * Washington, D.C.

· Lake Shore Limited: Chicago * Cleveland * Albany * New York/Boston

· Texas Eagle: Chicago * St. Louis * Little Rock * Dallas * San Antonio * Los Angeles 

· Crescent: New York * Philadelphia * Washington, D.C. * Atlanta * New Orleans

· Adirondack: Montreal * Westport * Saratoga Springs * New York

· Maple Leaf: New York * Syracuse * Rochester * Buffalo * Niagara Falls * Toronto

· Southwest Chief: Los Angeles * Flagstaff * Albuquerque * Kansas City * Chicago

· California Zephyr: San Francisco * Salt Lake City * Chicago

· City of New Orleans: Chicago * Memphis * Jackson * New Orleans

· Vermonter: Washington, D.C. * New York * Brattleboro * White River Junction * Montpelier * St. Albans

· Ethan Allen Express: New York * Albany * Fairhaven * Rutland

· Silver Service (Palmetto): New York * Rocky Mount * Savannah

· Silver Service (Silver Meteor): New York * Florence * Charleston * Savannah * Orlando * Miami

· Silver Service (Silver Star): New York * Raleigh * Columbia * Savannah * Orlando * Tampa * Miami

· Acela Express : Boston*  New York,*  Philadelphia*  Washington DC

Visit : www.amtrak.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at jane@attachecommunications.co.uk.

Che in Chile and Argentina
Adventure travel company Exodus is running packages that take visitors in footsteps of guerilla rebel Che Guevara.

The 23-day trip begins in the bustling cities of Buenos Aires and Santiago before taking guests across the lakes, mountains and glaciers of Patagonia in the far south of Chile and Argentina. 

Highlights of the trip include Fitzroy peak, the towering Torres del Paine and the humbling view of the Moreno Glacier.

Visit : www.exodus.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 
The Kennedy Space Center, Florida
Located on Florida’s “Space Coast”, just a 45 minute drive from Orlando International Airport, Kennedy Space Center offers events, attractions and interactive programmes on the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo and Space Shuttle programmes.
 
Offered daily, the Lunch With an Astronaut program begins with a buffet lunch followed by a video presentation highlighting “everyday” life on the Space Shuttle. There is then an in-depth, personalised presentation by the featured astronaut.

Visit : www.ksc.nasa.gov. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com.

Conservation and adventure travel

Conservation and adventure travel providers Frontier, has launched a range of two week, carbon-friendly, Eco-Breaks aimed at people who want to get involved in worthwhile conservation, teaching or community development projects yet are unable to commit to a long term project. 

The new Eco-Breaks balance the benefits of overseas volunteering with the negative impact of carbon generating, long haul air travel, to produce a net positive outcome.  

For every person booking a Frontier Eco-Break, Frontier guarantees to plant enough trees to offset two tonnes of carbon, which represents almost 20% of the yearly carbon footprint of the average person and considerably more than the carbon produced by the volunteers’ air travel. 

The trees will be planted as part of an ongoing reforestation project in Sumatra just outside the Gunung Leuser National Park. 

The Eco-Breaks are available in Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Ghana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Namibia, Nepal, Peru, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Visit www.frontier.ac.uk. Contact : Lucy Quilliam n 020 7352 1088 or at lucy@ktapr.com
Woodstock 40th Anniversary
 
2009 Marks the 40th anniversary of Woodstock Music Festival (15-18 August 1969), which was staged on Max Yasgur's farm in Bethel, Sullivan County, 50 miles to the South of actual Woodstock, in the Catskills Region of New York State. 
Visit : www.woodstock69.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com. 
Events in Trinidad and Tobago

The adjoining Caribbean islands of Trinidad and Tobago  lie northeast of Venezuela and south of Grenada.

Trinidad and Tobago is famous for its pre-Lenten festival known as Carnival and as the birthplace of steelpan, calypso, soca, and limbo.

Carnival, Trinidad & Tobago                                                 

(23-24 February 2009)

The Trinidad Carnival includes masquerade bands, spectacular costumes, pulsating music and unparalleled stamina for partying. Trinidad's Carnival is said to be the largest outside of Rio, Brazil.

Test Cricket, Trinidad                                                              
(06-15 March 2009)

Trinidad’s Queen's Park Oval stadium will host the five-day test match between England & the West Indies and the international Twenty20 match in the following week. 

Tobago International Game Fishing Tournament, Tobago
(19-22 March 2009)

Fishing enthusiasts battle it out to catch the biggest and best marlin, tuna and wahoo in Tobago's annual International Game Fishing Tournament, held in Charlotteville. 

Leatherback Turtle Season, Trinidad & Tobago                              

(01 March-31 August 2009)

The beaches of Trinidad & Tobago are among the few places left where the Leatherback Turtle comes ashore to mate and nest. 

Endangered and fiercely protected by law, these fascinating creatures can be observed on the beaches between the months of March and August as they lay their eggs and as their hatchlings emerge. 

Visitors can also learn more and can raise awareness of the importance of turtle conservation projects underway on the island. 

Buccoo Goat, Donkey and Crab Races, Tobago                                                   

13 April 2009

This Easter Monday tradition has been running for more than 75 years and was introduced as a local and more laidback alternative to the patrician pastime of thoroughbred horse racing. 

Goats and ‘jockeys’, who run alongside, compete against one another for victory amongst all the affectations of a day at Ascot. 

Crabs compete on a course of their own to the frenzied delight of the crowd. Whilst victory is key, the winning and losing crabs all fare the same fate – becoming lunch! 

5th Plymouth Jazz Festival, Tobago                                              

(19-26 April 2009) 

The annual Tobago Jazz Festival is a star-studded extravaganza in the sun and next year will be the 5th anniversary of the event. 

Local talent will be showcased alongside some of the world’s biggest superstars. International musicians are also being booked.

Taste T&T, Trinidad                                                             
May 2009 (exact dates TBC)

The annual Taste T&T is the most delicious weekend in Trinidad and Tobago's calendar, one that will leave you licking your fingers and salivating for more. 

The premier culinary event on the island brings together some of the country's top chefs to whip up gourmet fusion cuisine, using indigenous ingredients. 

Tobago Heritage Festival                                                   

July-August 2009 (exact dates TBC)

Tobagonians treasure their heritage and have united annually since 1987 to celebrate the colourful history that has shaped the culture of this beautiful and diverse island, which includes a mix of Amerindian, African and European influence.

Each of the island’s communities stages their own production, which is a song, dance and oral extravaganza, including ‘Ole Time Tobago Wedding’, ‘Heel an' Toe’, ‘Bele’ and the recitation of folk tales and superstitions. 

Inaugural Caribbean Games 2009                                                            
13-19 July 2009

This event has been three years in the planning and will feature athletes competing in the disciplines of boxing, netball, volleyball, swimming and track and field. 

Visit : www.gotrinidadandtobago.com. Contact Elizabeth Warburton on 0207 306 9000 or at gotrinidadandtobago@fleishmaneurope.com.  

· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Inn by the Sea, Maine, USA

The Inn by the Sea, Maine underwent a complete refurbishment in the winter of 2008 and is one of the State’s premier eco- friendly beach resorts. It has 57 rooms and suites, a new full service spa, and five acres of redesigned indigenous seaside gardens.

Visit : www.innbythesea.com. Contact : Rauni Kew at rkew@innbythesea.com.  

The Mandarin, Turkey
Opened in the summer of 2007, the Mandarin is a delightful boutique hotel situated in an unspoilt natural setting close to south-west Turkey's Turquoise Coast. Spring in the area is a time to enjoy the snow capped mountains, flower filled valleys, turquoise waters and clear skies
Visit : www.villamandarin.com. Contact : Ghislain Charles Sireilles on +90 252 6421002 or at mail@villamandarin.com

The Boca Raton Resort & Club, Palm Beach, Florida

The 1,047 room Boca Raton Resort & Club, originally built in 1926 by architect Addison Mizner, has completed a 220-million dollar refurbishment. The Resort & Club will also join the Waldorf Astoria Collection later this year. 
 
The Boca Raton Resort & Club is one of the US’s premier resort destinations and private club facilities including a half-mile stretch of private beach, the Spa Palazzo, two 18-hole championship golf courses.

Visit : www.bocaresort.com. Contact : Lyndsey Thomas at lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com.

Nkomazi Game Reserve, South Africa

The newly opened Nkomazi Game Reserve, South Africa, is situated in one of the malaria-free areas of Mpumalanga province.

The area encompasses towering ancient mountains, broad river valleys and grasslands with lion, elephant, white rhino, leopard and buffalo and rare flora such as the Barberton Daisy within.  

The reserve lies partly within a rugged tract of land famous worldwide as the Ancient Barberton Mountainland, and partly in the grasslands of the Great Komati River Valley.  

The Nkomazi Game Reserve offers the exclusive luxurious tented accommodation, namely Komati Tented Camp, set on the banks of the Komati River.  

The Mantis Collection includes :

· Shamwari Game Reserve near Port Elizabeth

· Shamwari Townhouse in Port Elizabeth

· Oceana Beach and Wildness Reserve near Port Alfred

· Lake Pleasant Living near Knysna

· Sanbona Wildlife Reserve near Montague on Route 62

· Jock Safari Lodge in the Kruger National Park, and

· Nkomazi Game Reserve on the Komati River near the Kruger National Park

Visit : www.mantiscollection.com. Contact : Kathryn Peel on 020 7385 7090 or at kathryn@grifcopr.com.

The Eurostars Madrid Tower Hotel

The 5* Eurostars Madrid Tower Hotel has opened to the public in the SyV Tower, one of the skyscrapers forming the Cuatro Torres (Four Towers) Business Area of the city. 

It is the third establishment belonging to Eurostars Hotels in Madrid and number 51 in the chain’s portfolio, which forms part of the Hotusa Group.

Also now open or imminent are :

· the Eurostars Budapest Center, 4* hotel at Kossuth Lajos Boulevard in the city’s historic centre and 500m from the river Danube

· Eurostars Grand Central a 4* hotel in the city centre of Munich, and 

· the 5 * Eurostars Oviedo Hotel in Oviedo the capital of Asturias, Spanish region on the n orth coast facing the Cantabrian Sea

Visit : www.eurostarsmadridtower.com and www.eurostarshotels.com. Contact : Jessica Doherty at jdoherty@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

The Belize Tourism Board

The Belize Tourism Board is a statutory Board within the Ministry of Tourism, which represents a strategic partnership between government and the private sector to develop, market, and implement tourism progress that will fulfil the emerging needs of our local industries and the international tourism market place for the benefit of Belize and Belizeans.

Visit : www.travelbelize.org Contact : Vivienne Acosta at vivienne@travelbelize.org
The Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau

The Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, the official tourism promotion agency, markets Gettysburg and Adams County as a premier travel destination, producing a positive economic impact.

Visit : www.gettysburg.travel. Contact : Carl Whitehill at cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel

Great Hotels
Great Hotels Organisation’s family of brands include Great Hotels of the World) and Special Hotels of the World, a forerunner among luxury hotel sales and marketing alliances representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts.

Visit : www.ghotw.com and www.shotw.com. Contact Brooke Jester at bjester@ghorg.com

Kingfisher Bay Resort, Fraser Explorer Tour and Cool Dingo Tour

Fraser Explorer Tour and Cool Dingo Tour programs are designed to provide enjoyable nature-based tourism experiences on Queensland’s World Heritage-listed Fraser Island, while creating minimal impact on the environment. Interpretive expert rangers take guests to explore Fraser Island's significant natural and geographical features and Aboriginal and European histories whilst the resort's own grounds provide the basis of Ranger-guided nature and eco walks.

Visit : www.kingfisherbay.com. Contact : Jodi Clark at jodi_clark@kingfisherbay.com.


Mr & Mrs Smith

Founded in 2003, Mr & Mrs Smith is a boutique hotel booking service representing the coolest, sexiest and most intimate places to stay around the globe. Every hotel in the collection is rigorously researched and visited personally by the Smith team, then reviewed anonymously. 

The collection is handpicked for romantic stays away. Each month, a new collection of hotels is launched online adding to the highly-curated selection of more than 500 boutique hotels, luxury guesthouses and stylish resorts.

Visit : www.mrandmrssmith.com. Contact : Aline Keuroghlian at line@mrandmrssmith.com 

Ride for a cause 

Ride for A Cause, organizes week long walking and or cycling fundraising events in places like Ireland, Italy, and Spain.  

Visit : www.rfac.org. Contact : Robert Webber at rwebber@rfac.org

The Royal OntarioMuseum
The Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) isCanada's largest dual-mandate museum, one that encompasses both natural history and world cultures, and is also a major research institution consisting ofcuratorial departments, galleries and exhibitions in the fields of art, archaeology and natural science. 

With the opening of the new galleries in theMichael Lee-Chin Crystal and in the historic buildings in 2008-2009, the ROMwill have more than 40 galleries. 

Visit : www.rom.on.ca. Contact : Anne Marie Todaro at amtodaro@rom.on.ca.
Agencies

Austin-Lehman Adventures

Since 1985, Austin-Lehman Adventures has been sharing their love of adventure with guests and creating top-quality, fun, small group adventures with the best guest-to-guide ratio in the business (never more than 6:1). They carefully scout and plan all of their vacations; include a mix of cultural, active and gourmet experiences on four continents (North and South America, Europe, and Africa); and provide the most knowledgeable and tenured guides in the industry.  

Visit : www.austinlehman.com Contact : Vanessa Jupe at vanessa@austinlehman.com
CCIBA
PR and strategic Communications global consulting enterprise  focused in designing and executing institutional Communications strategies in Europe and America. We concentrate our actions in: strategic consulting, PR, tourism promotion and research.  
 
Visit : http://www.cciba.net. Contact : Cecilia Nicolini at cnicolini@cciba.net. 



Fareed Zapala Koepke 

Fareed Zapala Koepke is a full service marketing consultancy that works exclusively within the hospitality, travel and tourism industries, providing marketing expertise and creative services to Fortune 500 companies, national brands, franchisers, management companies, and independent hotels and resorts from around the world. 

Visit : www.fzkllc.com. Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

McManus Tourism Communications
Dynamic McManus Tourism Communications specialises in the dynamic growth areas of modern marketing, public relations and e-marketing.  McManus Communications have held public relations and e-marketing contracts since 2003 with hotel groups, airlines, lodges, tourism activities, festivals and food & wine organisations. Clients include publishing media, conferences and festivals, regional tourism offices and tourism businesses throughout New Zealand and Australia. Our internationally experienced consultants understand media and e-marketing.

Visit : www.mcmanus.co.nz. Geraldine McManus at geraldine@mcmanus.co.nz.
Sister PR

Sister gains exposure for clients worldwide within Fashion, Travel, Lifestyle, news and features in International and UK media, resulting in increased brand awareness and profit margins. It has five different specialist divisions Destinations, Fashion/Beauty, Consulting, Event Management and On-line. All members within each team speak most European languages.

Visit : www.sister-pr.com Contact : Rufus Stone at rufus@sister-pr.com


Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Press Gazette

Members of the International Travel Writers Alliance can get a 25% discount on a year’s subscription to Press Gazette magazine. 
The newly redesigned Press Gazette, working in tandem with www.pressgazette.co.uk, carries the features, critical analysis and columnists that provide everything journalists from every sector of the profession need to be entertained and informed about the industry they work in and above all, to become better journalists.
The web link for subscribing online is http://www.subscription.co.uk/pressgazette/itwa. This will take you to the special offer. The site is set up to take credit card payment only.
Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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