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Providing key information on a no-frills format for who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. 

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com or 0776 419 8286

Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.

In this issue 

1: News

2: Alerts 

Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 

3: Opportunities

Group and individual press trip opportunities

4: Leads

Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

5: The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

6: Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

7: A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
8: Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

9: Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

10: Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

11: The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWay

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· Alerts
Alliance alerts are ongoing offers to Alliance members.

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· New : Pilrig House Apartments, Edinburgh, Scotland are delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 3 self-catering apartments form part of a beautiful 17th-century townhouse (former home to Robert Louis Stevenson's mother's family) situated in a tranquil park just minutes from the city centre.  Visit: www.pilrighouse.com  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· New : Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.
· New : Sacha Lodge, Ecuadorian Amazon is a eco-lodge located within a 5000-acre private ecological reserve in Ecuador's Amazon region, right off the Napo River. Visit : http://www.sachalodge.com/eng/homeenglish.asp. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.
· New : Malév Hungarian Airlines are happy to work with Alliance members on press trips and competitions. Visit www.malev.com. Contact : Wendy Walker at w.walker@ittfa.org. 
· Palm Beach County Convention & Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider offering accommodation and press trip information to Alliance members. Visit: www.palmbeachfl.com Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@circlesolution.com  
· The Rocco Forte Collection is now the largest luxury hotel operator in Europe with 11 five-star properties.The Rocco Forte hotel group will be pleased to offer accommodation and support to Alliance members. Visit: www.roccofortecollection.com. Contact: Rebecca Holloway at rholloway@roccofortecollection.com

· Great Hotels Organisation’s family of brands include Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts will be pleased to consider offering individual press trips to Alliance members. Visit : : http://www.ghotw.com and http://www.shotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghorg.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· New York State Division of Tourism will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members who can gain a commission/s focusing on: fishing, nature or food & wine. Visit: http://www.nylovesu.co.uk . Contact: Lyndsey Thomas at Lyndsey.thomas@nyseurope.com
· Cornish Gems self-catering holiday bases for  discovering the UK coastal resort St Ives and the far West of Cornwall, Cornish Gems. Visit: www.cornishgems.com. Contact: Graham Buckley at graham@mercury-pr.co.uk 
· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com.
· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

National Ferry Fortnight

As part of National Ferry Fortnight, the Passenger Shipping Association (PSA) is inviting Alliance members to experience the range of destinations you can reach from the UK.

 
National Ferry Fortnight, which is taking place between 9-22 May 2009, is a new initiative from the PSA which aims to encourage people who have not considered a ferry holiday before to try it out as well as offering deals to regular ferry users.  
 
Alliance members can take advantage of a cross channel trip to the continent for a long weekend or a day trip to one of the neighbouring islands.
 
Destinations include: France (Boulogne, Caen, Calais, Cherbourg, Dieppe, Dunkerque, Roscoff and St Malo); Holland (Hook of Holland and Amsterdam); Spain (Santander); Denmark (Esbjerg); Isle of Wight; Channel Islands (Jersey and Guernsey); Republic of Ireland (Dublin and Rosslare) and the Scottish Isles.  
 
Departure ports include: Dover, Harwich, Portsmouth, Plymouth, Southampton, Poole, Newcastle, Holyhead and Pembroke.
 
For more information on the routes and departure ports visit www.sailanddrive.com which includes details of  Brittany Ferries, Caledonian MacBrayne, Condor Ferries, DFDS Seaways, Irish Ferries, Isle of Man Steam Packet, LD Lines, LD Transmanche, Norfolkline, NorthLink Ferries, P&O Ferries, P&O Irish Sea, Red Funnel, SeaFrance, Stena Line and Wightlink.   
 
The Sail and Drive members will be able to assist with complimentary ferry travel and in some cases accommodation as well, in return for a commissioned article.  

Many of the ferry operators are also able to accommodate an additional guest or family members.  

Contact : Lois Kettlewell at psa@fourcommunications.com letting her know your preferred destination or departure port. She will send further details and a form to complete.  
 
Wineport Lodge, Ireland 
The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members.

Wineport Lodge can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes.
Wineport Lodge came into being at the insistence of guests of the renowned Wineport restaurant. 
Dinner guests wanted the added benefit of accommodation to add to their gastro experience. Chef Donnell offers guests’ a daily fresh seasonal menu, fine wine and a selection of international cocktails. 


The 29 rooms have lakefront views. 
Glasson Co. Westmeath, 90 minutes drive from Dublin, and midlands of Ireland includes the marinas around Rough Lee with their new restaurants and shopping areas.There is cruising the river Shannon, the ruins in Clonmacnoise, one of the most historic religious landmarks in the world, and some of the best golf courses in Ireland.
Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

Sacha Lodge, Ecuadorian Amazon

Sacha Lodge is a eco-lodge located within a 5000-acre private ecological reserve in Ecuador's Amazon region, right off the Napo River. 

It is accessible by boat only, and is a pristine rainforest sanctuary that in my opinion would be ideal for families. It’s truly a safe and comfortable jungle adventure. 

The wildlife includes Howlers, squirrel monkeys, parrots, Macaws, Pigmy Marmosets, Tarantulas and Caiman but there are no mosquitoes. It has the only “suspension” canopy walk in the Amazon.

The Lodge will be happy to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members, excluding flights.

Visit : http://www.sachalodge.com/eng/homeenglish.asp and http://www.adventure-life.com/ecuador/ecuador_tours/tour/SL7.php5. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.

Malév Hungarian Airlines to Romania
Malev has launched its fifth route to Romania with the Hungarian national carrier now operating scheduled services to Bucharest, Cluj, Timisoara, Tirgu Mures and now Iasi. Connections are via Budapest.

Romania is located in South-East Central Europe, North of the Balkan Peninsula on the Lower Danube and bordering on the Black Sea. It shares a border with Hungary and Serbia to the west, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova to the northeast, and Bulgaria to the south.

It is a country with a great diversity of tourist attractions, breathtaking sceneries, some of the best un-spoilt nature spots in Europe, including the romantic Danube Delta, fairy tale villages, castles and palaces, many UNESCO sites and a vibrant folk culture.

Malev is happy to work with Alliance members on press trips and competitions.
For Malev visit www.malev.com. Contact : Wendy Walker at w.walker@ittfa.org. 
For Romania visit : www.romaniatourism.com. Contact : Maria
Lordache at romaniatravel@btconnect.com

Picasso in Provence and the Cote d'Azur celabrate Picasso
The Château de Vauvenargues which Pablo Picasso bought 50 years ago and where he is buried is opening to the public during 2009. 

A number of museums and tourist sites will be taking advantage of the opening to host their own Picasso events programme.

A press trip (for UK press) will be taking place from 22 to 27 May 2009. 

Visit : www.picassoenprovencecotedazur.com and www.discover-southoffrance.com. Contact : Melody Raynaud: melody.raynaud@franceguide.com. Apply for a press trip place at : http://www.franceguide.com/uk/paca/Journalist_form_eng.doc 

The Black Swan Hotel, Helmsley, North Yorkshire, UK

The Black Swan Hotel in Helmsley, North Yorkshire, UK is opening its kitchen on April 29 to show customers the art of producing quality chocolate.

The ‘Creating Black Swan Chocolates’ will give guests the opportunity to sample some of the hotel’s desserts, learn how they are made and have their questions answered by the Black Swan’s patissiere Claire Tempest. 

Hand-made chocolates have proven a resounding success at the Black Swan’s Tearoom and Patisserie since it was opened by Marco Pierre White in 2007.

The Tearoom, which attracted over 15,000 visitors in its first year, currently serves over 20 varieties of handmade chocolates, along with a selection of home made pastries and other desserts. Last year, the hotel was awarded entry to the prestigious Tea Guild, placing it among the world renowned tearooms at the Ritz, The Four Seasons, Claridges and The Dorchester.

The Black Swan will be happy to consider providing press visit facilities at any time.  

Visit : www.blackswan-helmsley.co.uk. Contact Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com.

Raleigh, North Carolina 

Press Trip 14 to 17 May 2009

During May, Raleigh, North Carolina's Capital City stages 20 Festivals, 37 Sporting Events, 11 Culinary Experiences, 50 Live Concerts, Six Shopping Extravaganzas, Four Major Museum Exhibitions, 25 free attractions, Raleigh Fashion Week, Triangle Restaurant Week and a tour of urban chicken coops just to name a few.

Just outside the city of Raleigh are 11 neighboring cities and towns that make up Greater Raleigh. Each has its own personality charming visitors with historic downtowns, tree-lined main streets or some of the best golf in the state

For qualified media, the press tour is free. A press rate is available for those unable to accept complimentary press trips. Journalists must be professional travel writers on assignment for a recognized media outlet. 

Please provide a brief bio and copies or website links of at least two recently published articles. 

Visit www.visitRaleigh.com/may. Contact Ryan Smith at rsmith@visitraleigh.com.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Liverpool’s second year of culture

Liverpool is to stage a season of free festivals, exhibitions and arts events as it seeks to capitalise on the success of 2008's European Capital Of Culture status. The free culture programme begins in July and includes the On The Waterfront festival, the HUB Life and HUB Night fringe festival for free extreme sports and an extension to the Mathew Street Fringe Festival. Visit : www.liverpool.gov.uk. Contact : Mike Doran at mike.doran@liverpool.gov.uk

Ski Portillo, Chile
Ski Portillo is located in the high Andes Mountains of Chile. The ski slopes attract European and American ski team racers who train during their off-season, ski instructors from Aspen, Vail, Jackson Hole, Heavenly, St. Moritz and families and recreational skiers of all ages. Visit : www.skiportillo.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com.

Park Plaza Hotel, London
The Park Plaza Westminster Bridge, which opens in 2010, is set to be one of the largest meeting hotels in the capital. Facilities include the Westminster ballroom, with a capacity of 1400, over 30 meeting rooms, a signature restaurant, luxury spa and over 1000 contemporary guest rooms. Visit : www.parkplaza.com. Contact : development@pphe.com

Tucker’s Point Hotel and Spa, Bermuda

Tucker’s Point Hotel and Spa, Bermuda opens this spring. The stately Manor House and Villas feature classic British interiors and lead to the private pink-sand beach and marina. Visit: www.preferredhotels.com. Contact : Corinne Humble at Corinne@lucre.co.uk.

DFDS Seaways

DFDS Seaways are offering chance to see the wildlife of the North Sea on a mini cruise to Amsterdam and Esbjerg, led by an ORCA expert. Visit : www.dfds.co.uk/orca. Contact : Sophie O'Mahony at sophieo@robson-brown.co.uk. 

China total solar eclipse
Adventure tour operator Exodus is running a trip to witness the total solar eclipse from An Ji, China in July.For six minutes and 39 seconds, the earth will slip into the moon's shadow and there will not be an eclipse of this length for another century. Highlights of the trip will  also include the monuments of Beijing, the Terracotta Warriors, the mosques of Xi'an and the canals of Tongli. Visit : www.exodus.co.uk. Contact : Lois Kettlewell at Lois.Kettlewell@fourcommunications.com. 
· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

May festivals 

Tulip Time Festival, Holland, Michigan, USA
02 May 2009 to 09 May 2009

The Tulip Time Festival celebrates Dutch heritage and culture in Michigan and includes a display of over six million tulips, parades, market, children's festival, carnival and fireworks. Around 1100 authentically costumed Klompen Dancers, complete with wooden shoes, perform.

Attracting over 500,000 visitors it was named Best Small Town Festival by Readers Digest in its Top 100 Events in North America poll. Visit : www.tuliptime.com. Contact : Carla Flanders at carla@tuliptime.com. 

Cannes International Film Festival, France
13 May 2009 to 24 May 2009

The international film community gathers to promote new films and actors, to launch productions and generate business. The festival opens with world-premiere digital 3D screening of Pixar's new film Up. 

Visit : www.festival-cannes.fr. Contact : Christine Aimé at christine.aime@festival-cannes.fr. 

Prague Spring International Music Festival, Czech Republic
12 May 2009 to 03 June 2009

A showcase for outstanding performing artists, symphony orchestras and chamber music ensembles of the world. Also features an international music competition. Visit : www.festival.cz. Contact : info@festival.cz.

Sydney Writer's Fest, Australia
18 May 2009 to 24 May 2009

A festival of literary talks and workshops featuring over 300 literary guests from around Australia and the world. Visit : www.swf.org.au. Contact : Andy Palmer at andy@publicitymatters.com.au

Festspillene: Bergen International Festival, Norway 

20 May 2009 to 04 June 2009

The largest event of its kind in the Nordic countries focuses on opera, dance, drama, literature and visual arts. Over 180 performances take place..Visit : www.festspillene.no. Contact : Marit Eikemo at marit@fib.no, www.fib.no.

Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF), Washington State, USA 

21 May 2009 to 14 June 2009

SIFF showcases over 550 screenings. Includes 270 features and 140 shorts. Also has industry seminars, panels, tributes, retrospectives and an educational outreach programme.

Largest and most highly attended film festival in the US. Features The Golden Space Needle Audience Awards. A further $23k in cash prizes is awarded in categories including New Directors Competition, New American Cinema Competition, Documentary Competition and Short Film. 

Visit : www.seattlefilm.org. Contact : Cal Ledbetter at cal.ledbetter@seattlefilm.org.

European World Of Bluegrass (EWOB) Festival, Apeldoorn, The Netherlands
21 May 2009 to 23 May 2009

Over 40 European bands perform. Features a trade show and markets. Takes place during International Bluegrass Month (May). Visit : www.ewob.eu. Contact : Liz Meyer at lizmeyer@ebma.nl.

Bath International Music Festival, UK
22 May 2009 to 06 June 2009

The Bath International Music Festival features an eclectic line-up of classical, world, folk, contemporary and jazz music. Visit : www.bathmusicfest.org.uk.  Contact : Julie Peacock at julie@peacockpr.com. 

Bath Fringe Festival, UK
22 May 2009 to 07 June 2009

Over 200 performances take place, including music, visual arts, street arts and outdoor performances alongside children's events. One of the UK's longest established and biggest events of its kind features a variety of music, fringe theatre and comedy, including some Edinburgh Festival previews.

Visit : www.bathfringe.co.uk. Contact : Steve Henwood at press@bathfringe.co.uk.

Spoleto Festival, South Carolina, USA
22 May 2009 to 07 June 2009

The festival was founded by composer Gian Carlo Menotti as a counterpart to The Festival dei Due Mondi (Festival of Two Worlds) which takes place in Spoleto, Italy.  It features opera, dance, theatre, classical music and jazz. Visit : www.spoletousa.org. Contact : Kristin Matthews at kmatthews@spoletousa.org. 

Salzburg Festival, Austria
26 May 2009 to 01 June 2009

The festival takes place in the birthplace of Mozart and features theatre, ballet, opera and classical music performances. Visit : www.salzburgfestival.at. Contact : Ulla Kalchmair at u.kalchmair@salzburgfestival.at. 

Berlin Carnival Of Cultures, Germany 

29 May 2009 to 01 June 2009

A multi-cultural parade and street festival features music, dance and art. Over 100 bands and 4300 paraders from 70 countries participate in procession. It attracts over 1.3 million visitors. Visit : www.karneval-berlin.de. Contact : Nadja Mau at info@karneval-berlin.de.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Brandenburg, Germany 

Twenty years after the Berlin Wall came down, there’s a chance to revisit the past in Brandenburg this year. 

The region around Berlin is featuring museums and memorial sites, guided tours and

events that provide a fascinating insight into life in the German Democratic Republic (GDR).

The traces of the Cold War are well-maintained and accessible to visitors, such as the Brandenburg bunkers including a nuclear bunker for the leaders of the National Army, once one of the best kept secrets in the GDR. 

The “20 years on from the fall of the Berlin Wall” city tour in Brandenburg’s capital Potsdam takes visitors through the Forbidden City of the KGB and  includes Cecilienhof Castle where the Potsdam Conference was held in 1945. 

The Brandenburg part of the “Berlin Wall Trail” is a reminder of where the Wall stood and leads across the Glienicke Bridge, the former spy exchange spot and a symbol of the separation and re-unification of two different worlds. 

On 10 November 2009, a public festival on the bridge will commemorate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Wall.

Visit : www.brandenburg-tourism.com. Contact : Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com. 
Schubertiade Music Festival, Austria

Promoted as the most important chamber music festival in the world, the Schubertiade is staged against the backdrop of Austria’s Voralberg Mountains.

Musicians perform in Schwarzenberg’s Angelika Kaufmann Saal, while the surrounding area offers Alpine walks, the lakeside resort of Lindau and tours of the Bregenzerwald. 

Visit : www.schubertiade.at and www.kirkerholidays.com. Contact : Rob Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk.
Wine routes in Cyprus

Cyprus is home to Commandaria, the oldest named wine in the world, and the island continues to celebrate its wine-making tradition with the recent launch of six wine routes. 

Cyprus is an island country situated in the eastern Mediterranean, east of Greece, west of Lebanon, Syria, and Israel, south of Turkey and north of Egypt.

The routes cover different areas allowing visitors to discover all aspects and all types of Cypriot wines.

They take in picturesque mountain villages, antique wine presses, boutique wineries and wine producing monasteries. 

This is the chance to visit some of the island’s most scenic areas including the Krasochoria region, home to such wine villages as Koilani and the Wine Museum in Erimi. 

The wine routes are also the ideal opportunity to find out more about Cyprus’ indigenous grapes including Mavro and Xynisteri as well as sample local delicacies and purchase some bottles before heading home.

The annual Wine Festival, takes place in Limassol in early September and other wine festivals include the Commandaria Festival taking place in the Kourris Valley and Xylourikou from 21 to 26 July and the Troodos Mountains Traditional Festival in September which is dedicated to vine cultivation and grape products.

Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk.

San Juan Festival, Venezuela

In June, Venezuela’s San Juan Festival creates euphoria across the Barlovento region, east of Caracas, as the Afro-Venezuelan community celebrates the nativity of Saint John the Baptist. 

Crowds descend upon the town of Curiepe for three days during the summer solstice, wearing something red, and dancing in procession to intense drumming of the culo e’ puya – long, hollowed out wooden drums. 

The festival has been an integral part of the Venezuelan calendar for centuries and during slavery times, slaves were given the three days off to join in the festivities. 

Visit : www.sunvil.co.uk. Contact : Rob Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk.
 

Shakespeare’s Globe on tour
Shakespeare’s Globe will tour two new scaled-down productions of The Comedy of Errors and A Midsummer Night’s Dream this summer. 
Performing on a small Elizabethan stage, two troupes of eight will visit open-air settings across the UK between May and August 2009.

Theese include the Bodleian Library Quadrangle in Oxford; Ripley Castle, Yorkshire; the Minack Theatre, Cornwall and Leeds Castle in Kent.

Visit : www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : Francesca Eyles at fran.e@shakespearesglobe.com.

Wine making in Morocco

Morocco, an African country partly set in the Sahara desert, is is a Muslim country subject to Islam's strict prohibition of alcohol consumption. 

But Morocco is both remarkably open-minded (placing its emphasis on personal choice) and incredibly green. 
 
In the undulating hills of Meknes in northern Morocco, acre upon acre of vineyard flourishes under extremely favourable weather conditions. 

Producing the equivalent of 35 million bottles last year, local wine “appellations”, such as those in France and Morocco's first self-styled "Chateau", are now being produced.

Specialist tour operator, Real Morocco, arranges visits to the vineyards to observe production and to sample the wines. Accommodation is in the nearby city of Fes, where the Medina (old city) has barely altered in 200 years.

Visit www.realmorocco.com. Contact Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk.
Wilderness Journeys in Bolivia

Adventure specialist Wilderness Journeys has introduced a new Bolivian trekking holiday.

Starting on the shores of Lake Titicaca, a seven-day trek crosses the Andes’ spine where the only other people to meet are of the indigenous Aymara and Quechua cultures. 

This is followed by a day’s rest in a remote village on the edge of the cloudforest before heading deep into the Amazon jungle, spending the next five days travelling on foot and in dug-out canoe with the chance to see spectacular wildlife, from caimans to river dolphins, in the Madidi National Park - one of the most species rich and important eco-systems in the world. 

A motorised canoe journey leads to the community-owned San Miguel de Bala Lodge, which supports wildlife conservation, with further chances to explore the rainforest’s rare wildlife through day and night canoe and walking trips. 

 

Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact Rob Looker at r.looker@travelpr.co.uk.

 

Fourth of July in Williams, Arizona, USA

Residents and tourists in Williams, Arizona will celebrate one hundred years of 4th of July parades this July 4 in Williams, Arizona. 

A vintage photo shot from the second floor of the historic Grand Canyon Hotel, serving guests since 1891, captured the Main Street parade in 1909 and the community will reenact that same setting this year complete with vintage clothing and horse drawn wagons. 

The re-enactment will occur at high noon as locals and visitors alike are invited to dress in period clothing from 1909 to recreate this historical photo. The re-enactment photo will be published in the Williams Grand Canyon News, which celebrates 120 years of publishing this year.

Visit www.williamschamber.com. Contact :  Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

The 16th Dominican Dive Fest 

The 16th Dominican Dive Fest, the longest running Dive Festival in the Caribbean, takes place between 10 and 20 July 2009.

Events encourage visitors to dive down and discover the beautiful landscapes and colourful marine life found in the waters surrounding the island.    
  

Activities will take place along the entire East Coast, from Scotts Head to Portsmouth, as well as at selected locations around the island. 

Promoted as the ‘Nature Island’, Dominica located between the French islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique in the Eastern Caribbean.

Visit : www.dominica.dm/site/divefest.cfm and www.discoverdominica.com. Contact : Patricia M. Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com. 

Walk and bike Germany

Discover Germany by bike and Walking in Germany are two new guides providing comprehensive information on the country’s most attractive hiking and cycling trails.

Each brochure introduces 45 hiking and cycling trails of different lengths and level of difficulty including trails by the sea, around lakes, through forests, low mountain ranges or Alpine mountain tracks. 

The routes are presented with a short description including a map plus information box and suggestions for things to see and do in the area.

Some of Germany’s most popular trails are the hiking routes in the Rhine and Moselle wine growing regions and the famous Rennsteig through the Thuringian forest.

Forcyclists the Weser cycle trail connecting the marshes around Bremen with the Weserbergland hills or the Altmühl valley cycle trail, exploring the regions nature park.  

Visit : www.germany-tourism.ie. Contact : Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com. 

British Columbia, Canada

British Columbia is famed for its natural beauty including the Coast Mountains and the waterways of the Inside Passage, a key destination for kayakers and canoeists from all over the world. 

The mostly mountainous terrain is the place for outdoor adventure including hiking, camping, rock climbing and mountaineering or go hunting and fishing. 

There’s also white water rafting, kayaking, sailing and sail boarding.

Visit : www.canadacollection.ie. Contact : Lisa Hughes at lisa@travelmedia.ie. 
· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Peter Island Resort and Spa, British Virgin Islands

Peter Island Resort and Spa is surrounded by the sparkling waters of the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea and Sir Francis Drake Channel. 

Just four miles of Tortola, it occupies the fifth largest of 60 islands, quays, and exposed reefs that comprise the British Virgin Islands. Accessible only by boat or by helicopter, Peter Island’s private location makes it a perfect destination for guests seeking a serene and calming getaway. 

The British Virgin Islands offer some of the best scuba diving and snorkelling in the Caribbean and this is amongst the favourite activities available at Peter Island. The resort is located just 15-45 minutes away from nearly two dozen established dive sites, including the famous ‘Wreck of Rhone’.

 

Visit : www.peterisland.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com
Pilrig House, Edinburgh, Scotland

Located on the edge of a park within a short stroll to Edinburgh City Centre, Pilrig House is a beautiful 17th-century townhouse owned by Robert Louis Stevenson’s family for over 200 years and referred to in his novels Kidnapped and Catriona.

The three self-catering Balfour, Garden and Park Apartments offer year-round luxury and exclusivity. 

Visit : www.pilrighouse.com. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

Grand Hyatt Doha, Qatar
The Grand Hyatt Doha, a hotel and residential complex, is the first Hyatt hotel to be built in Quatar, an Arab emirate in the Middle East

Situated in Doha’s new West Bay Lagoon district, Grand Hyatt Doha is located on 38 acres of beachfront and has 249 guest rooms and 91 private residences. The hotel is located close to the city’s financial and commercial centres, and places of cultural and historical interest, including the newly launched Museum of Islamic Art. 

Visit : doha.grand@hyatt.com. Contact : Joanna Cadbury at Joanna@grifcopr.com. 
The Santorini Grace, Imerovigli, Greece

The Santorini Grace, Imerovigli, Greece is included in Condé Nast Traveller’s ‘Hot List’ for 2009, which identifies the world’s most stylish, innovative or luxurious new hotels each year.

Imerovigli is a small, circular archipelago of volcanic islands located in the southern Aegean Sea, about 200 km southeast from Greece's mainland. The Santorini Grace in the picturesque village of Imerovigli lies 300 meters above Santorini’s Caldera basin with views over the Aegean. 

The hotel, which opened in June, is one of four boutique hotels in the Grace Hotels Group.

Visit : www.gracehotelsgroup.com. Contact :  Naomi Graham gracehotels@naomiggraham.com. 

Hyatt Regency Curaçao Golf Resort, Spa & Marina

The Hyatt Regency Curaçao Golf Resort, Spa & Marina will open in January 2010.  

The new property will be the only resort on this island in the southern Caribbean Sea, off the Venezuelan coast, with 18 holes of championship golf. It is located on one of the few remaining natural preserve peninsulas in the Caribbean. 

Visit : curacao.hyatt.com. Contact : Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com. 

The Castlemartyr Resort, County Cork, Ireland

The Castlemartyr Resort, County Cork in the South East of Ireland has joined the Preferred Hotels & Resorts. The 5 star resort hotel is set in a estate featuring an 18th century manor, adjacent  to 800 year old castle ruins, and amid the Castlemartyr championship golf club.

Visit www.castlemartyrresort.ie and www.preferredhotels.com. Contact : Corinne Humble at Corinne@lucre.co.uk. 

Tierra Atacama, Chile 

Tierra Atacama is an adventure spa located in the desert of Atacama, a virtually rainless plateau in South America, covering a 966 km (600 mi) strip of land on the Pacific coast of South America, west of the Andes mountains.

It claims to be the driest desert in the world and is 50 times drier than California's Death Valley. 

With 32 rooms styled with atacameñan details and views of the Licancabur volcano, Tierra Atacama has an outdoor infinity pool and a heated indoor pool with bubble beds, jets and cascade, as well as steam bath, sauna and Jacuzzi. 

Visit : www.tierraatacama.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com.

Hyatt Regency Ekaterinburg, Russia

The 296-room Hyatt Regency Ekaterinburg in Russia’s fourth largest city and the capital of the Ural region, is the second Hyatt property in the country following Ararat Park Hyatt Moscow. 

Travellers exploring Ekaterinburg will discover a rich cultural heritage that includes numerous museums and theatres, as well as impressive historical and geopolitical sites. 

In Ekaterinburg, there are more than 50 museums, among them the Museum of Fine Arts, with one of the largest collections of Kasli (a kind of cast-iron sculpture traditional in the Ural Mountains), the Museum of Local Lore, History and Economy, and several museums showcasing Ural minerals and jewellery. 

Ekaterinburg is famous for its large number of theatres, where popular theatre companies such as the 

The Ekaterinburg Academy of Ballet and Opera and the legendary Sverdlovsk Academic Theatre of Musical Comedy perform regularly. Ekaterinburg has 

Additional Hyatt development plans in Russia include Grand Hyatt Moscow Residences & Spa, the first phase of which will open this year with 18 exclusive residences for long term rental, a Hyatt Pure spa and a signature restaurant.  
 

Visit : http://ekaterinburg.regency.hyatt.com. Contact Chloe Watson at Chloe@grifcopr.com. 

Bilila Lodge Kempinski, Tanzania
The Bilila Lodge Kempinski will open in Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park, in June.
Working with the Serengeti National Park authorities and government planning department, Bilila Lodge Kempinski has been blended into the surrounding landscape; the arc-shaped hotel follows the natural contours of the land and – as far as possible – has been constructed using only local materials.  
Over a million traditional “chelewa” brooms have been used to create the thatched roof and the stone for the walls was sourced from nearby Mugumu.  
 
Bilila Lodge Kempinski can also be twinned with its sister property Zamani Zanzibar Kempinski for a two-centre holiday, combining the very best in safari and beach that Africa has to offer.
Visit : www.kempinski.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

 
· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Daytona Beach

The Daytona Beach area is home to 23 miles of sparkling beaches, fun family attractions and championship golf courses such as the award-winning LPGA International.  The Daytona Beach area’s Atlantic coast beaches offer plenty to see and do, including parasailing, banana boat rides, surfing lessons, volleyball courts, bicycling and fishing.  Eco-tours of the area’s scenic inland waterways and state parks are an excellent way to discover Daytona Beach’s natural attractions.  Daytona Beach is also home to Daytona International Speedway – “The World Center of Racing,” and the themed attraction, the Daytona 500 Experience.  Major festivals and events include the Daytona Beach International featuring the London Symphony Orchestra, Speedweeks, Bike Week and Biketoberfest®.    

Visit : www.daytonabeachcvb.org. Contact : Tangela Boyd at tboyd@daytonabeachcvb.org. 



Kentucky.gov
Kentucky.gov disseminates information about Kentucky tourism and parks and responds to media inquiries.

Visit : www.ky.gov. Contact : Bob Adams at bob.adams@ky.gov. 



Mississippi

Mississippi is the Birthplace of America’s Music. Blues, country, rock n roll they all started here. Enjoy fabulous resorts, Gulf Coast beaches and championship golf courses. Experience the delight of mouth-watering cuisine, antebellum history, exceptional hospitality and the unparalleled beauty of the South in Mississippi.

Visit : www.mississippi.org. Contact : Sandy Bynum at sbynum@mississippi.org.

Romania
Romania is blessed with a great diversity of tourist attractions, breathtaking sceneries, some of the best un-spoilt nature spots in Europe, including the romantic Danube Delta, magnificent architecture, fairy tale villages , castles and palaces, many UNESCO sites and a vibrant folk culture that makes visitors feel as if they have taken a trip back in time.

Visit : www.romaniatourism.com. Contact : Maria Lordache at romaniatravel@btconnect.com. 

Visit York
Visit York promotes the beautiful, historic city of York, England.  Visit York is delighted to hear from journalists interested in writing about the city, however, all press trips must have advance commissions.

Visit : www.visityork.org. Contact : Kay Hyde at Kh@visityork.org. 


Discover the World
Discover the World is a leading specialist UK tour operator specialising in travel to select destinations around the world. As well as being the world’s largest tour operator to Iceland and the ICEHOTEL in Swedish Lapland, Discover the World also arrange holidays to the Polar Regions, New Zealand and Latin America.

Visit : www.discovertheworld.co.uk. Contact : Andy Eastham at andy@discovertheworld.co.uk.  

Pure Alpine Holidays
Pure Alpine Holidays specialise in tailor-made ski and tennis combined winterholidays and summer tennis holidays in the Alps. Visit : www.purealpineholidays.co.uk. Contact : Kasia Chmielewska at kasia@purealpineholidays.co.uk.
 

ITM
ITM is a destination marketing, meeting planning and association management company. We are the owners and operators of Go West Summit, a premier travel tradeshow for International tourism business to the Western US. Visit : www.itm.travel. Contact : Emily Schepis at emily@itm.travel. 



Travel4Press
Travel4Press focuses exclusively on the travel media, industry professionals and offers free access to all sorts of travel news, sourced from tourism organisations all around the world. Visit : www.travel4press.co.uk. Contact :  Shadya Moussa at shadya.moussa@adfero.co.uk. 



Agencies

LRC

LRC offers cost-per-project professional writing services, pre-priced press material packages, annual contracts which may include additional media relations services. 

The company creates content for websites, travel guides, brochures, itineraries, e-marketing pieces, and more. LRC partners with the Georgia Turner Group to conduct press trips, bringing select, qualified travel writers.

Visit : www.LRCpr.com. Contact : Laurie Rowe at LaurieRowe@LRCpr.com

Mountainsports
Mountainsports is a specialist agency with clients ranging from mountain resorts to mountain and travel products, clothing and accessories. Visit : www.spikecommunications.co.uk. Contact : Katy Turner at katy@spikecommunications.co.uk. 

Niche Works
Niche Works provides marketing consultancy and public relations services carried out with integrity, dedication and flair. The aim - to add significant value, enhancing your future business development and growth.  Visit : www.nicheworks.co.uk. Contact : Yvonne
Press at yvonne@nicheworks.co.uk.

The Tartan Group

The Tartan Group is a leading PR firm, which specializes in travel, tourism, real estate and resort development. With offices in Victoria, Vancouver and affiliates across North America we create and build reputations so that companies and people may be successful. We use the full integration of media relations, communications planning, issues management, reputation management and community relations to enhance our client’s business development and goals.

Visit : www.tartangroup.ca. Contact : Andrea Wickham-Foxwell at andrea@tartangroup.ca
FirstLink Tourism
FirstLink Tourism is a specialist representation, marketing and PR division of Aviareps PLC. FirstLink Tourism offers a range of services for Tourism Offices, Resorts and Destination Management Companies and Visitor and Convention Bureaux. Parent company, Aviareps PLC is the UK's leading General Sales Agency. It was founded in London in 1983. It is based in Gatwick, UK and has offices throughout Europe.

Visit : www.firstlinktourism.com. Contact : Jemima Stiles at jemima.stiles@firstlinktourism.com.

First Public Relations
Founded in 1985, First Public Relations has developed an enviable reputation as the one-stop-shop for the travel industry and the only specialist consultancy to offer fully integrated marketing and public relations programmes for destinations, hotel groups, airlines and tour operators in the UK, Europe, America and Asia.

Visit : : www.firstpr.co.uk. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk. 

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's
Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk

Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Payment protection claims – no win – no fee
Alliance member, Milton Firman, is also legal consultant to Swift-Claim, a company registered with the Ministry of Justice to pursue financial claims.
If members have paid and/or are paying payment protection insurance, Swift Claim will free of charge make a claim for you against the company to have all payments reimbursed. If and when they succeed the will they charge 25% of the sum actually recovered. This no win no fee deal represents a saving of £295 which is the waived fee. 
Visit : www.swift-claim.co.uk. Contact : Milton Firman at milton@miltonfirman.co.uk

or on 0845 388 0938
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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