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Providing key information on a no-frills format for who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. 

The media contacts listed will always be pleased to hear from Alliance members. When requesting ‘press trip’ facilities members should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Editor: Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com or 0776 419 8286

Archive issues : www.itwalliance.com.
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Bullet point information of genuine interest to travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
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Group and individual press trip opportunities
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Brief news and information items on travel and tourism industry initiatives

4 : The year ahead

Events and celebrations of interest sponsored by The Year Ahead 

5 : Reasons to write about …

Information on destinations and travel pursuits from Alliance partners and agencies

6 : A place to stay

Opportunities for Alliance members to review new and unusual accommodation
7 : Working with Alliance members

Travel partners and agencies keen to work with Alliance members.

8 : Travel products and services 

Providers of travel products or services happy to provide Alliance members with review items.

9 : Travel guides 

Travel publishers that are happy to provide Alliance members with review copies

10 : The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

Information on the Alliance and AllWays 

Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.  We do no pass on contact details of our members without their direct permission.

· Alerts
· New : Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· New : The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn,, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton on 212.330.0702 or at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

· Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Finland

Visit Finland has three trips that might be of interest to Alliance members.

 

Midnight Madness in Helsinki
18 and 19 June, 2009

This trip is 24 hours of madness in Helsinki taking in a midnight tango lesson and guided city tour, traditional Finnish feast, authentic sauna on Helsinki’s sauna island followed by a refreshing dip in the Baltic then home – all in under 24 hours of daylight!!
The Capitals of Culture 2011 - Tallinn and Turku
2 to 6 July, 2009
This is a unique opportunity to combine a trip to Finland and Estonia taking in two cities that have both been selected as Capitals of Culture for 2011 by the European Union. Turku in Finland and Estonia’s capital city Tallinn offer a similar history and culture but are separated by the Baltic Sea presenting two unique identities. 

Discover Tallin’s mix of old and new, medieval and modern and Turku’s city culture in the heart of the Archipelago.This trip will combine cultural sites with a traditional Estonian song and dance festival, dinner on Turku’s archipelago and a visit to the historical ironvillage of Fiskars.

Tampere Summer Cottage & Crayfish Party
2 to 6 September, 2009

In Finland crayfish season is the highlight of the culinary year and crayfish parties are a popular tradition! Enjoy berry and mushroom picking, crayfish catching as well as visiting the local sites and discovering the beauty of Finland’s summer cottages.

Visit : www.visitfinland.com. Contact : Kate McWilliams at kate@lotus-uk.co.uk 

or on 0207 953 7470
(See also Reasons to write about … Finland in spring and summer)

The Hilton Maldives
The Hilton Maldives opens on on 1 July 2009 to join the Hilton group’s Conrad Maldives Rangali Island.

Located 45 minutes seaplane ride from Malé in the pristine Noonu Atoll, a new area of development within the Maldives, the 52 acre hideaway offers guests a wealth of accommodation options. 

Ranging from individual beach villa hideaways with private beach cabana and pool, to water villas with private Jacuzzis, as well as exclusive retreats deep within the tropical vegetation and over the lagoon; all villas feature state-of-the art fittings including signature i-spa baths with water-jets and ipod connections!
  
The Hilton Maldives will be pleased to offer Alliance members the opportunity to review the resort, either as a stand-alone trip or in conjunction with a twin-centre visit to the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island. Flights can be arranged in return for confirmed commissions.
Visit : www.hilton.co.uk/maldivesirufushi. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

The Apex Waterloo Place Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland 
The Apex Waterloo Place Hotel has opened 190 years after the building was unveiled as Edinburgh’s first purpose built hotel.
 

The new 187 bedroom hotel combines contemporary style with the Grade A listed building’s many original features, showcasing the impressive architecture including its grand receptions rooms. 

Originally opened in 1819, the launch will mark another important day in the history of the building which forms a significant part of Edinburgh’s rich heritage.

 

The hotels famous guests include author Charles Dickens who spent a period of time at the hotel in 1861, and former Prime Minister Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey, who was awarded the freedom of the city at Waterloo Hotel in September 1834.

 

The Apex Waterloo Place Hotel will join Apex’s existing portfolio of contemporary four star hotels located in Edinburgh, London and Dundee. 

The hotel will be happy to offer press trip facilities to Alliance members.

Visit : www.apexhotels.co.uk/hotels/edinburgh-waterloo-place.  Contact : Katie de Courcy  at 

katie.decourcy@bigpartnership.co.uk 

For ongoing opportunities visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com click opportunities.

· Leads
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Flavours of Niagara
The Flavours of Niagara International Food, Wine and Jazz Festival, which runs from 26 to 28 June in Port Colborne, Ontario brings renowned Canadian jazz artists to the Niagara region of Canada. www.flavoursofniagara.com. This is followed in July by Niagara’s International Chamber Music Festival – www.niagaramusicfest.com. Visit : www.portcolborne.ca. Contact : Betty Forster at bfoster@tourismniagara.com. 

The National Parks in Europe
This year marks the 100th anniversary of National Parks in Europe. The first nine national parks were founded in Sweden in 1909 with another 290 national parks added since then.

Visit : www.europarc.org. Morwenna Parkyn at m.parkyn@europarc.org.

The Bike Train
The Bike Train is a new sustainable tourism and transportation initiative that will introduce bike racks onboard select passenger rail routes in Ontario.  The Bike Train seamlessly integrates train travel with cycling and cycle tourism.

Visit : www.biketrain.ca. Contact : Louisa Mursell at lmursel@toronto.ca
Kansas

The new 2009 Kansas City Summer Getaway Guide is now available to view at http://summer.visitkc.com. Kansas City is the gateway city to the American Mid-West. Highlights can include the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Centre; the Flint Hills and Tallgrass Prairie; the Underground Salt Museum in Hutchinson and the rich culture of Wichita, Kansas’ largest city.

Visit : www.TravelKs.com. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at DerekMackenzieHook@supanet.com. 

· The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

Munich International Film Festival, Germany 

26 June 2009 to 04 July 2009 (annual, 27th)
The Munich International Film Festival features an international programme of screenings and is 

Germany's largest summer film festival.

Visit : www.filmfest-muenchen.de. Contact : Michael Amtmann at presse@filmfest-muenchen.de.

American Express Queenstown Winter Festival, New Zealand

26 June 2009 to 05 July 2009 (annual)
One of the largest winter festivals in the world and dubbed The Southern Hemisphere's Ultimate Winter Party, the American Express Queenstown Winter Festival in Queenstown, New Zealand stages over 60 concerts, comedy acts, fashion shows, winter sports, parades and balls

Visit : www.winterfestival.co.nz. Contact : Sally Feinerman at sally@winterfestival.co.nz,.

Zanzibar International Film Festival
27 June 2009 to 04 July 2009 (annual, 12th)
The Zanzibar International Film Festival in Stone Town, Zanzibar is dedicated to films and music and screens over 150 films from Africa, Middle East, Europe, Latin America, USA and Asia. 

Visit : www.ziff.or.tz. Contact : Laurian Kipeja at marketing@ziff.or.tz.

Rockwave Festival, Greece
27 June 2009 to 30 June 2009 (annual, 13th)
The Rockwave Festival in Terra Vibe Park, Malakasa, is the only rock festival in Greece. Line-up includes Placebo, Duffy, The Killers, Moby, Mötley Crüe and Slipknot.

Visit : www.rockwavefestival.gr. Contact : Eleni Temponera at promo@didimusic.gr.

Rototom Sunsplash, Italy
02 July 2009 to 11 July 2009 (annual, 15th)
Rototom Sunsplash at Rivellino Park, Udine, Italy is Europe's largest reggae festival and features debates, films and documentaries, photo exhibitions, creative workshops, African dance and meditation sessions, as well as meetings on reggae music and Rasta culture. 

Visit : www.rototomsunsplash.com. Contact : Teresa Fontanelli at media@rototom.com.

Calgary Stampede, Canada
03 July 2009 to 12 July 2009 (annual)
The Calgary Stampede in Calgary, Alberta, Canada has been held since 1886 and sees cowboys and cowgirls competing in the world's richest regular season rodeo.Highlights include Chuckwagon races, an evening show, stampede parade, live bands and entertainment, western art, an Indian village, Western frontier town and a fireworks finale.

Visit : www.calgarystampede.com. Contact : Doug Fraser at dfraser@calgarystampede.com.

Geneva Lake Parade, Switzerland 

04 July 2009 (annual, 12th)
The Geneva Lake Parade, Lake Geneva, Geneva is a dance music event with live DJ sets and the parade of 20 floats or 'Lovemobiles' travelling around Lake Geneva. Around 120,000 people participate in the parade.

Visit : www.lakeparade.ch. Contact Pamela Beneventi at info@lakeparade.ch.

Exit Festival, Serbia
09 July 2009 to 12 July 2009 (annual, 9th)
The Exit Festival  at Petrovaradin Fortress, Novi Sad, Serbia is a music festival celebrating freedom, change, peace and positivity.

Visit : www.exitfestival.com. Contact : Nikki Wright at nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk,.

Taste of Buffalo
11 July 2009 to 12 July 2009 (annual, 26th)
The Taste of Buffalo along Delaware Avenue and Niagara Square, Buffalo, NY celebrates affordable food for New York families. One of the largest food festivals in the USA it also features two stages with jazz, blues and pop bands performing. Around 450,000 visitors attend.

Visit : www.tasteofbuffalo.com.

Reggae Sumfest, Jamaica
19 July 2009 to 25 July 2009 (annual, 17th)
The Reggae Sumfest, Montego Bay, St James, Jamaica features a beach party, rockers' nights, dancehall night and international night.

Visit : www.reggaesumfest.com. Contact : Marcia McDonnough at press@reggaesumfest.com. 

Bregenz Festival

22 July 2009 to 23 August 2009 (annual, 63rd)
The Bregenz Festival on Lake Constance, Bregenz, Austria is an opera festival featuring a floating stage.

Visit : www.bregenzerfestspiele.com. Contact : Axel Renner at info@bregenzerfestspiele.com.

San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, USA

23 July 2009 to 10 August 2009 (annual, 29th)
The San Francisco Jewish Film Festival in various venues throughout the Bay Area, San Francisco, California, USA features the highest quality Jewish films from around the world. Largest festival of its kind in the world.

Visit : www.sfjff.org. Contact : Shira Zucker at szucker@sfjff.org.

Gilroy Garlic Festival, USA

24 July 2009 to 26 July 2009 (annual, 31st)
The Gilroy Garlic Festival in Christmas Hill Park, Gilroy, California, USA celebrates garlic and features food laced with over two tonnes of fresh garlic, three stages of musical entertainment, arts and crafts stalls, a garlic cook-off and celebrity cooking demonstrations. 

Visit : www.gilroygarlicfestival.com. Contact : Peter at mediarelations@gilroygarlicfestival.com.

VW Vanfest, UK

11 to 13 September 2009 
The VW Vanfest at the Three Counties Showground, Great Malvern, Worcestershire is the world's largest event for owners and enthusiasts of Volkswagen's Type 2 model and transporter vans. 

It features 5000 vans, trade and club stands, craft fair, vehicle sales, special displays and children's entertainment.

Visit : www.vanfest.org. Contact : Simon Holloway at info@vanfest.org.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

· Reasons to write about

Finland in Spring and Summer 

Finland is a Nordic country in northern Europe. It borders Sweden on the west, Russia on the east, and Norway on the north, while Estonia lies to its south across the Gulf of Finland. The capital city is Helsinki.

From June to August the afternoon temperatures can typically be between 20 and 23 degrees, and even in Lapland, the temperature can frequently hit 20 degrees. 

Festivals  

The Finns celebrate with festivals throughout the season featuring everything from opera to comedy.

One of the most popular festivals is the annual Helsinki Festival (13 to 30 August 2009).

This is Finland’s largest multi-arts festival with classical, pop and world music, drama, contemporary dance, and visual art and film. Visit: www.helsinkifestival.fi  

To the North East of Finland is Savonlinna, a town straddling many islands in the Finnish Lake District and home to the Savonlinna Opera Festival held from 3 July to 1 August 2009. 

The medieval castle of Olavinlinna will provide the setting for the new production of Puccini’s Madame Butterfly, while Turandot, Mefistofele and Lucia di Lammermoor will also be part of this popular festival. Visit: www.operafestival.fi       

The Pori Jazz Festival held from11 to 19 July is held in this seaside town situated in Western Finland. 

visit: www.porijazz.fi

City Breaks
Helsinki 

Situated on the Baltic Sea at the southern tip of the country and home to one million people, Helsinki is a relaxed and vibrant city. Key sites include the Helsinki Cathedral built between 1830 and 1852, the Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, and in summer no visit would be complete without taking the unique opportunity to relax and unwind with a traditional Finnish sauna on Saunasaari Island, just 15 minutes from Helsinki by boat. 

Tampere
Tampere is a university town and this is reflected in the city’s atmosphere and the vibrant arts and cultural scene. Spanning two lakes, Näsijärvi to the north and Pyhäjärvi to the south, Tampere is an ideal launch point from which to see the surrounding countryside and lakes.  

Tampere’s most popular sites include The Särkänniemi Adventure Park which comprises an aquarium, dolphinarium, children’s zoo, the country’s tallest observation tower and several white knuckle roller coaster rides, the Sara Hilden Art Museum, Moominvalley which is the museum devoted to the cult Moomin books created by Tove Jansonn, the Lenin Museum which houses two permanent exhibitions focusing on Lenin’s life and his time in Finland and the oldest public sauna in Finland.

Lakes and Archipelagoes 

Throughout the Lake District and the Turku and Åland archipelagoes, cottages and log cabins are available to hire where days can be spent relaxing on the deck right by the water’s edge or gently boating around the interconnecting lakes, waterways and islands.

The Åland Archipelago
There are 6,500 islands in the Åland archipelago (Finland has over 20,000 islands in total) but because the main island is no larger than 45 km from north to south and 50 km from east to west, the archipelago is easy to travel around and explore especially by bike or boat – both of which are for hire extensively. 

Sightseeing in Åland can take in the medieval Castle Kastelholm and the maritime town of Mariehamn, to fine art museums and shops that are scattered throughout the islands selling a selection of Åland art and handicrafts.

Turku Archipelago
Turku on the south west coast is the oldest city in Finland and the former capital now shortlisted as the European City of Culture 2011 – it is also the largest archipelago in the Baltic!

Key sites include Pargas, the only town in Finland to be bound on all four sides by water, Viking dwellings, national parks, the Baltic Jazz festival – an annual event taking place each July - plus the famous Moominworld theme park found along the coast in Naantali.

The Finnish Lake District

This is the largest Lake District in Europe with over 55,000 lakes. It is also home to  Tampere, Savonlinna with its stunning castle, Valamo - Finland’s only Orthodox monastery and the world’ largest smoke sauna at Kuopio.

Split into regions, all with their own distinct personality, the Lake District is easily explored by roads which are quiet and safe and despite the huge expanse of land can easily be explored over a five or seven day break.

Visit: www.visitfinland.com/uk. Contact : Kate McWilliams at kate@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

The Rainforest World Music Festival, Sarawak, Malaysia
The Rainforest World Music Festival, Sarawak, Malaysia takes place from 10 to 12 July 2009 and from 9 to 11 July 2010.

Sarawak is one of two Malaysian states on the island of Borneo. Known as Bumi Kenyalang (Land of the Hornbills), it is situated on the north-west of the island. 

It is the largest state in Malaysia.

The festival has already line up bands from the USA, Portugal, Tanzania, New Zealand, Poland, France and Korea, which will be staged at the picturesque Sarawak Cultural Village in Kuching.

There will also be Malaysian bands including from Sarawak performing.

There are daily flights to Kuching from Kuala Lumpur and Kota Kinabalu on Malaysia Airlines and AirAsia and from Singapore on AirAsia, Silk Air and Tiger Airways. Royal Brunei Airlines also has regular flights from Bandar Seri Begawan to Kuching.

Visit : www.rainforestmusic-borneo.com. Contact : Letitia Samuel at letitia@sarawaktourism.com. 

Earthwatch 

Earthwatch, the international environmental charity, currently supports 61 environmental research projects in 31 countries by providing funds and paying volunteers who work alongside leading field scientists and researchers.
Among these it is offering 18 expeditions exclusively for teenagers aged 16 and 17, which give a chance to gain hands-on conservation experience, working alongside and learning from some of the world’s leading scientists. 

Earthwatch looks to fund projects that fit the focus of one or more of the following priority research areas: ecosystem services, climate change, oceans and cultural heritage.

 

Since 1971 the organisation has recruited over 85,000 volunteers in support of 2,800 field research projects in 118 countries.  These volunteers have contributed over 10 million hours to essential field work.

 

Costs to join a project range from £850 to £1,995 and projects last from five to 16 days. 

The price paid is a charitable donation, which funds the research. Accommodation, food, training, emergency medical evacuation and the offsetting of greenhouse gases is included in the price, but flights are additional.

 

Earthwatch offsets all greenhouse gas emissions associated with volunteer travel through an organisation called Climate Care. www.climatecare.org

Visit :  www.earthwatch.org/europe. Contact : Jane Nijssen at jnijssen@earthwatch.org.uk.

The Mystic Valley Pack Trip by Ranch Rider
The Mystic Valley Pack Trip by Ranch Rider combines a three-day pack trip with a self-drive in British Columbia.  

A mountain experience takes riders through the backcountry to their makeshift camp – with options to hike, fish in the nearby creek or simply relax in the wilderness.  

It is suited for equestrians of any ability, the ride is more of a gentle lope when compared to the majority of pack trips, and there are plenty of breaks for budding photographers. 

Visit www.ranchrider.com. Contact : Siobhan Kindness at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk. 

The Bougmez Valley climb, the Atlas Mountains, Morocco, Africa
The Bougmez Valley climb in the Atlas  Mountains (200 kms east of Marrakech) takes place through a landscape of fruit orchards, green  pastures criss-crossed by flowing streams and Morocco’s second  

highest peak the Mgoun Massif. 

A popular trekking area, the region is  also classed as one of the country's best kept secrets. 

Far removed  from the tourist zones, mobile signals are off limits and travellers  can indulge in one-to-one conversations with local Berbers who lead  the tour. 

Departures twice monthly from April until October.

Visit : www.acacia-africa.com. Contact : Siobhan Kindness at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.

Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show, which takes place at Woodstock, Ontario from 15 to 17 September 2009 has become an international attraction, with farmers from throughout North America looking to view the latest agricultural technologies ‘in action.’

The event will be the first place in the world where robotic milking systems are seen operating.

Visit : www.outdoorfarmshow.com. Contact : Richard Buck at rbuck@agritourscanada.com.

Horse Racing Abroad

ITC Sports has acquired Horse Racing Abroad, a specialist company providing a comprehensive programme of trips to the very best overseas meetings.

The company also creates tailor-made racing tours for small groups or individual itineraries combining horse racing with holiday destinations worldwide. Tours include the Melbourne Cup, the Breeders’ Cup, the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, the J&B Met and the Dubai World Cup. 

Visit : www.itcsports.co.uk. Contact : Emily Wilson at Emily@grifcopr.com.

The Florida Keys Shipwreck Trek 

The Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg was sunk in late May to successfully conclude a 13-year-project to convert the decommissioned military missile-tracking ship into an artificial reef off Key West in Florida.

The ship is the second largest vessel in the world ever purposely sunk to become an artificial reef. The sinking also completes the Florida Keys Shipwreck Trek, a series of intentionally sunk vessels that begins off Key Largo with the Spiegel Grove and ends with the Vandenberg. 

Visit : www.bigshipwrecks.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Shenston at Sarah.shenston@kbc-pr.com. 

The San Antonio River Walk, USA
The San Antonio River Walk extension has been completed.

The River Walk offers garden-bordered pathways along the San Antonio River and connects restaurants, hotels, shopping, attractions and historic sites including the famous Alamo where the battle for Texas’ independence took place in 1836. 

The River Walk now connects the original downtown part of the river with the San Antonio Museum of Art and the historic Pearl Brewery.   

The San Antonio Museum of Art is known for its antique collections and the 300,000-square foot Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Latin American Art, which is the largest archive of its kind, with the 125-year old Pearl Brewer currently being redeveloped into an urban village along the river.

San Antonio is continuing to extend the River Walk to connect four of the city’s 18th century Spanish colonial missions, and is scheduled for completion in 2014 taking the River Walk up to 13-miles long.  

Visit www.traveltex.com. Contact : Denise Bridgeman at denise@firstpr.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one
· A place to stay

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Ocean House, Rhode Island
The Ocean House, one of the last grand hotels in Watch Hill, Rhode Island will re-open its doors in June 2010. 

Rhode Island is a state in the New England region of the United States and the smallest state by area. 

Rhode Island borders Connecticut to the west and Massachusetts to the north and east. Rhode Island also shares a water border with New York's Long Island to the southwest.

The Ocean House will be a five star hotel featuring 49 guestrooms and 23 private residences perched high on the bluffs in Watch Hill Rhode Island with sweeping views of the Atlantic Ocean, Montauk and Block Island.

Visit www.oceanhouseri.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

Preferred Hotels & Resorts
Preferred Hotels & Resorts has accepted 18 new members to its expanding luxury portfolio.

The new members include nine in the U.S., three in India and one each in Brazil, Hong Kong, Ireland, Italy, Kenya and Lebanon and range from the the Signature at MGM in Las Vegas and Trump International Hotel & Tower Chicago to the Leela Palace Udaipur in India, Castlemartyr Resort in Ireland’s County Cork and Castel Monastero in Tuscany. 

Visit : www.PreferredResidences.com. Contact : Nicola Parker at nicola@lucrecommunications.com.

The Triple Creek Ranch, Montana, USA

Triple Creek Ranch is a Relais & Châteaux property and an Orvis-endorsed fly-fishing lodge and resort. Its 600 acres are set against the backdrop of the Montana Rockies. 

Accommodation is in 23 luxurious Western-style log cabins (most with outdoor hot tubs). 

The resort hosts artists' workshop weekends, cowboy roundups, and vintners' programs. 

Visit : www.triplecreekranch.com. Contact : Meryl Pearlstein at meryl@mdppublicity.com. 
&Beyond 

&Beyond owns and operates 46 luxury lodges and camps in South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Tanzania, Kenya and India. 

Visit : www.andBeyond.com. Contact : Louise Ashmore at louise.ashmore@brightergroup.com. 
· Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Adventure Cycling Association
The Adventure Cycling Association is the premier bicycle travel organization in North America with more than 42,000 members.

It helps cyclists of all ages explore the landscapes and history of America for fitness, fun, and self-discovery by producing routes and maps, organizing more than 40 tours annually, and publishing the best bicycle travel information anywhere.

Adventure Cycling welcomes press inquiries regarding our routes and tours. Opportunities also exist

for complimentary press tours. For more information on this season's tours, please explore

the Guided Tours & Events section of our website.

Visit : www.adventurecycling.org. Contact : Winona Sorensen at wsorensen@adventurecycling.org

Arctic Adventure Aps

Arctic Adventure Aps is an incoming operator for the North Atlantic including Greenland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. The company offers a comprehensive tour programme in the seasons with weekly, guaranteed departures, which its agents worldwide are booking into.

Visit : www.arctic-adventure.dk. Contact : Peter Morell at aatour@arctic-adventure.dk.

Austin-Lehman Adventures
Austin-Lehman Adventures has been sharing their love of adventure with guests and creating top-quality, fun, small group adventures with the best guest-to-guide ratio in the business (never more than 6:1). They carefully scout and plan all of their vacations; include a mix of cultural, active and gourmet experiences on four continents (North and South America, Europe, and Africa); and provide the most knowledgeable and tenured guides in the industry. 

Visit : www.austinlehman.com. Contact : Vanessa Jupe at vanessa@austinlehman.com.

Cachet Travel

Cachet Travel is a specilaist Tour Operator for Turkey, Crete, Samos and Karpathos, The Canary Islands, Madeira & Porto Santo and The Azores. Tailor-made itineraries group travel, special interest tour, select boutique hotels, villas with pool.

Visit : www.cachet-travel.co.uk. Contact : Ghislain Sireilles at ghislain@cachet-travel.co.uk.

Destination Portugal
Having offered holidays to every kind of accommodation throughout the Portuguese mainland, Madeira and the Azores for 32 years, Destination Portugal has added programmes to ex-Portuguese colonies around Africa, namely Cape Verde Islands, Mozambique and Sao Tome.

Tailor-made itineraries based upon product knowledge are the USP and each of its Reservations Team can offer informed opinions of properties or itineraries based upon personal experience.

The Cape Verde Islands is our current favourite destination and we offer the largest selection of accommodation across 8 of the 9 Islands plus three example Multi-Island Itineraries, which can be adapted to any requirement.

Visit : www.destination-portugal.co.uk, www.africanislands.co.uk and www.capeverdespecialists.co.uk. 

Contact : John Perriss at jrp@destination-portugal.co.uk.

Eco Circuitos
EcoCircuitos Panama is a sustainable tour operator that offers a diverse variety programs throughout Panama. We specialize in custom-made travel packages that include birding, hiking the national parks, sport activities, cultural and ethnic encounters, educational programs, volunteer vacations and more. Also we focus in service for small groups, individuals, families and couples.

Visit : www.ecocircuitos.com. Contact : Jennie C. Trow at jennie@ecocircuitos.com.

Erna Low
Erna Low are the original specialists in self drive ski holidays and can offer everything from accommodation only, through a full ski holiday package with a wide range of travel options and first class service.

Visit : www.ernalow.co.uk. Contact : Jane Bolton at jane.bolton@ernalow.co.uk.

Explore Himalaya Travel 

Explore Himalaya is an adventure travel and outdoors organization based in Nepal specializing in trekking holiday, mountaineering expeditions, 'off-the-beaten' track adventure holidays, 4WD overland tours, white water rafting and mountain biking tours. We operate in the entire Himalayan range and provide unique trips supported by unique people. Our destinations include Nepal, Tibet, Bhutan, India and China.

Visit : www.explorehimalaya.com. Contact : Julien Van Loye at julien@explorehimalaya.com.

Gharb Travel
Gharb Travel is one of the leading Egyptian and Moroccan travel agency based in Morocco (Rabat) and Egypt (Cairo). Offering tailor-made tour packages of Egypt and Morocco.

Vsit : www.gharbtravel.com. Contact : Shady Shady at info@gharbtravel.com. 

Agencies

Widness & Wiggins PR

 

Established in 2007, Widness & Wiggins PR believes in honest and timely news reporting with a focus on the active and eco travel industry. With offices in Vermont and Colorado, Sara Widness and Dave Wiggins have spent their lifetime careers in travel representing distinguished clients worldwide.
 

Visit: www.travelnewssource.com  Contact: Dave Wiggins at d.wiggins@comcast.net
The PR Team 

The P.R Team is a boutique Public Relations & Publicity Agency based in Cape Town South Africa specialising in hospitality, leisure and celebrity representation.

Visit: www.theprteam.com. Contact : Peter Unsworth at enquiries@theprteam.com.

Purple Public Relations
Established in 1997 to provide PR excellence to leading international brands across fashion, beauty, music & entertainment, events and travel & leisure.

Visit : www.purplepr.com. Contact : Richard Scott at richard@purplepr.com.

Representation Plus

Rpresentation Plus are an integrated marketing in tourism and PR and B2B sales representation agency.  

Visit : www.representationplus.co.uk. Contact : Kate Fenton at kate@representationplus.co.uk.

Ricketts & Associates Ltd

Ricketts and Associates are Caribbean Specialists for over 35 years having lived on various island in the Caribbean and over 25 years on Anguilla.  

Visit : www.anguillaluxurycollection.com. Contact : Sue Ricketts at sue@rickettsluxury.com.

Redmint Communications
Redmint is a leading integrated communications agency specialsing in PR, marketing, events and editorial services.  Redmint also has vast experience and in-depth knowledge of all things Turkish; Indeed, it is rapidly emerging as the most dynamic and well-connected company focusing on the Turkish speaking world in the UK 

Visit : www.redmintcomms.co.uk. Contact : Ceyda Pekenc at ceyda@redmintcomms.co.uk.

The Saltmarsh Partnership
Specialist travel and tourism PR and marketing agency, currently representing 11 tourist boards around the world, as well as airlines, tour operators and other travel-related clients. 

Visit : www.saltmarshpr.co.uk. Contact : Geoff Saltmarsh at geoff@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Sister PR
Sister gains exposure for clients worldwide within Fashion, Travel, Lifestyle, news and features in International and UK media, resulting in increased brand awareness and profit margins. It has five different specialist divisions Destinations, Fashion/Beauty, Consulting, Event Management and On-line. All members within each team speak most European languages.

Visit : www.sister-pr.com. Contact : Rufus Stone at rufus@sister-pr.com.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Magellan’s will be pleased to offer its products for review purposes to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one.

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk
Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books

www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 

 

www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide

www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  

Eland Publishing 

 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
  

www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 

 www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook

www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing

www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides

www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides

www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet

 

www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Louise McDonald Louise.MacDonald@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Simone McNamara at simone.mcnamara@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 

www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Rough Guides 

www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft

www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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