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Opportunities
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Swiss-Belhotel International

Swiss-Belhotel International is a Hong Kong based global management company managing hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions. 

Swiss-Belhotel International would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  

Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
Nairobi, Kenya, Urban Adventure Press Trip


TRIBE – The Village Market Hotel, is inviting Alliance members to apply for a place on a press tour leaving 1November 2009 that showcases the urban beauty and wonder of Nairobi, Kenya.

If these group trip dates do not fit your schedule, TRIBE are arranging individual press trips throughout the year for qualified journalists.

This isn’t just the normal opportunity to see just the abundant game that has made Africa world renowned, but this trip offers a new angle – showing you the cities, people and nightlife that makes Africa a true wonder.

All participants will stay at TRIBE – The Village Market Hotel – Africa’s newest boutique hotel. 

The hotel is located in the heart of Nairobi’s sophisticated Gigiri district, adjacent to The Village Market, the region’s best shopping destination. 

Members of the press trip will experience the true beauty of Nairobi, including:

· Nairobi National Park 

· Karen Blixen Museum (author of Out of Africa) 

· Nairobi's Central Business District 

· Nairobi’s music scene (Nairobi is the centre of the Kenyan music scene) 

Airfare and all press-tour activities will be hosted if permitted by your publication. Availability is limited. If you would like to participate, please provide a letter of assignment and/or two recent clips for consideration by September 30, 2009. 

Itinerary activities are subject to change, and unfortunately we cannot accommodate guests of journalists.

Select members of the press will also have the opportunity to go on safari, with Uncharted Outposts, one of the nation's oldest and most respected safari and travel specialists. 


Visit http://www.africanpridehotels.com/tribe-the-village-market-hotel.html. Contact: Anna Wacks at anna@ballantinespr.com.

Focus Hotels
Focus Hotels are inviting Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties, Focus Hotels, which are located in key destinations across the UK.  

Focus Hotels 12 properties range from country house to city centre business and are :

· Altrincham – Bowdon Hotel & Leisure Club 

· Blackburn – Foxfields Country Hotel & Suites 

· Chester – Woodhey House Hotel 

· Hatfield – Hatfield Oak Hotel 

· Hull – The Royal Hotel 

· Newcastle – Newgate Hotel 

· Northampton – Westone Manor Hotel 

· Stafford – The Hatherton Country House Hotel 

· Swindon – South Marston Hotel & Leisure Club 

· Telford – Madeley Court Hotel

· Wigan – Wigan Oak Hotel 

· Wolverhampton – Goldthorn Hotel & Leisure Club

 Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.

Pembrokeshire, South Wales

Pembrokeshire in South West Wales during the autumn and winter offers long sandy beaches and small private coves become the domain of walkers, often with their dogs now that the beach restrictions have been relaxed. With 186 miles of coastline, mostly within the National Park, it’s possible to stroll for a morning without seeing another person.
Breezier days stir up the surf attracting hardy watersports enthusiasts, while coast path ramblers can enjoy a brisk walk or go pup spotting on isolated beaches before returning to the fireside in their smart hotel or cosy cottage. 

Inland the river estuaries and wooded valleys stand out against the more rugged Preseli Hills, while quiet lanes and tracks attract the cyclist and horse rider.

An impressive array of man-made attractions from ancient castles and historic sites to museums and galleries welcome visitors all year round. These include Pembroke Castle, St Davids Cathedral, the Castell Henllys reconstructed Iron Age Fort and Carew Castle as well as the superb new Oriel Y Parc landscape gallery in St Davids. 

Many attractions are free of charge such as the 30 metre long Last Invasion Tapestry in Fishguard’s Old Town Hall and the ancient sites of St Dogmael’s Abbey and St Govan’s Chapel. The Pentre Ifan burial chamber high up in the Preseli Hills is well worth a visit at sunrise or sunset, when its huge stones are dramatically profiled against the sky. 

Families with younger children will enjoy Folly Farm Adventure Park where kids can touch and feed the friendly animals.

Pembrokeshire is also home to numerous autumn events with a variety of arts and food festivals, Halloween extravaganzas, spooky ghost tours, firework spectaculars and Christmas markets. 

Visit : www.visitpembrokeshire.com and www.autumn2spring.com. Contact : Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 
The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh
The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, which has undergone a £4m transformation, will be delighted to to invite commissioned reviewers to re-discover this 12-bedroom boutique hotel. 

The property’s late lounge, The One Below, being home to the UK’s only interactive, touch-sensitive ‘iBar’.  In addition, head chef David Haetzman creates modern Scottish dishes with a Mediterranean touch, using fresh local produce in the award-winning Restaurant at The Rutland. 

The hotel enjoys views of Edinburgh Castle and Princes Street to Calton Hill.

Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.

White Peak walks
In 1951 the Peak District covering 555 square miles of between Manchester and Sheffield became the UK’s first National Park offering a great variety of landscape, treasured wildlife habitats and infinite opportunities for walkers. 

The White Peak, two companion guides from Cicerone, covers walks in the Northern and Southern Dales.It is written by Mark Richards who is also author of Cicerone’s new 8-volume Lakeland Fellranger series and of the best-selling Great Mountain Days in the Lake District. 

Visit: www.cicerone.co.uk/whitepeak. For review copies contact Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk. 

Autumn breaks in West Cornwall, UK
With over 200 self-catering properties in and around the picturesque town of St Ives in Cornwall, Aspects Holidays is keen to hear from any journalists with a commission for an article on Autumn/Winter breaks in the UK or far South West.

With everything from modern contemporary apartments through to fisherman’s cottages, Aspects can provide travel writers with access to one of the most beautiful parts of the UK. 

Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

News 

World Monuments Fund Hadrian Award, United States
15 Oct 2009 

World Monuments Fund Hadrian Award presented to David Rockefeller Jr for his commitment to the world's environmental & cultural heritage. Presented annually to international leaders who have advanced the preservation of world art and architecture


Visit : www.wmf.org.  Contact : Holly Evarts at hevarts@wmf.org.

Lake of Stars Festival, Malawi
15 Oct 2009 - 18 Oct 2009  

Lake of Stars dance and music festival in Malawi combining Western artists with acts from all over Southern Africa. Visit : www.lakeofstars.co.uk. Contact : Damo Jones at damo@tandempr.co.uk.

World anti McDonalds day

16 Oct 2009 |

World anti McDonalds Day is a global day of action against McDonalds, including protests against promotion of junk food, unethical targeting of children, exploitation of workers, animal cruelty, damage to the environment & the global domination of corporations, mass distribution of leaflets by local activists around the world. Coincides with U.N. World Food Day


Visit : www.mcspotlight.org. Contact : info@mwr.org.uk

World Poverty Day
17 Oct 2009 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty + Global White Band Day aka World Poverty Day, encouraging people to pledge their support by wearing a white band


Visit : www.whiteband.org. Contact : Amanda Kibel at amanda.kibel@undp.org. 

Wildlife Photographer Of The Year preview, United Kingdom

22 Oct 2009 

Veolia Environnement Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2009 media preview at the Natural History Museum, London. Invitation only Exhibition opens tomorrow (23 Oct)


Visit : www.nhm.ac.uk. Contact : Gary Spink at wildpress@nhm.ac.uk.

Reporters Without Borders, France

22 Oct 2009  

Reporters Without Borders annual global index of press freedom published. Visit : www.rsf.org. Contact : Reporters Without Borders at rsf@rsf.org.

80th anniversary of Wall Street Crash, United States
24 Oct 2009 - 29 Oct 2009 

80th anniversary of Wall Street Crash beginning on the New York Stock Exchange with 'Black Thursday', when a record number of 12.9 million shares were traded as stocks tumbled following a five-year run when the Dow Jones Index increase in value five-fold. Followed by 'Black Monday' and 'Black Tuesday' on 28-29 Oct 1929 at the start of the Great Depression

Wembley, London hosts 3rd NFL regular-season game
25 Oct 2009

NFL International Series: New England Patriots v Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Wembley Stadium is 3rd American football regular-season game played outside North America. NFL has also announced at least one NFL game will be played in the UK next year. 

Visit : www.nfl.com. Contact : Mike Signora SignoraM@nfl. 

World Solar Challenge, Australia

25 Oct 2009 - 31 Oct 2009 

10th World Solar Challenge, a 3000km race where competitors drive solar-powered vehicles they designed & built themselves from Darwin to Adelaide


Visit : www.wsc.org.au. Contact : wsc@saugov.sa.gov.au. 

Pushkar Camel Fair, India
30 Oct 2009 - 02 Nov 2009 

The Pushkar Camel Fair in India is an annual religious & cattle fair. Used for mass trading of 25,000 camels adorned with handmade saddles, back-covers beads & shells ready for camel racing & beauty parades


Visit : www.pushkar-camel-fair.com. Contact Dhirendra Tiwari Savion at info@india-travel-agents.com.

50th anniversary of Ronnie Scott's, United Kingdom
30 Oct 2009 

50th anniversary of Ronnie Scott's jazz club opening in Gerrard Street, London, managed by musicians Ronnie Scott & Pete King. The club moved to its current location in Frith Street in 1965


Visit : www.ronniescotts.co.uk. Contact : info@airmtm.com. 

Leads
Shakespeare’s Globe production goes Stateside
Shakespeare’s Globe, London, will revive Dominic Dromgoole’s 2007 production of Love’s Labour’s Lost between 25 September and 10 October before transferring to the US for a two-month tour of North America. The US tour takes in visiting Ann Arbor, Philadelphia, Berkeley, Davis, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, Holyoke and New York.
It was 20 years ago this month that remains of Shakespeare's Globe Theatre on London's Bankside were discovered. The find included two sections of wall, made of chalk and brick, located beneath an existing listed building.

Visit : www.shakespeares-globe.org. Contact : (UK) Francesca Eyles at fran.e@shakespearesglobe.com and (USA) Richard Kornberg at Richard@kornbergpr.com  
The Niagara Convention & Civic Centre
The Niagara Convention & Civic Centre, which is scheduled to open in Spring 2011, will accommodate large conferences, conventions and events. 

The Centre will include an 82,000-square foot exhibition hall, a distinctive 17,000-square foot ballroom, an intimate 1,000-seat theatre for live performances and over 26,000-square feet of flexible meeting and breakout space.  

To date, the NCCC has over 250 event dates pencilled in.

Visit : www.fallsconventions.com. Contact : Kerry Painter at kpainter@fallsconventions.com. 
The Red Sea, Saudi Arabia 

Regaldive runs trips to Saudi Arabia taking in the remote villages on deserted coastlines, islands inhabited only by turtles and pelicans, and dive sites seen by precious few tourists. 

Visit : www.regaldive.co.uk Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

The Royal Shakespeare Company
The Royal Shakespeare Company is to stage its production of Twelfth Night at the Duke of York’s Theatre from 19 December 2009 to 27 February 2010 following its premier in Stratford-upon-Avon in October.

Visit : www.rsc.org.uk. Contact : Philippa Harland at Philippa.harland@rsc.org.uk.

Shirian Tribal Lands, Venezuela
Explore run four-day trips spent living with and learning from Venezuela’s remote Shirian Indian tribe – traditional hunter-gatherers who live beside the beautiful Paragua River. Reaching the tribe involves a tough two-night journey by motorised dug-out canoe, traversing raging rapids and spectacular falls on the jungle-lined Paragua, camping in hammocks. You will also visit the mighty Angel Falls. 

Visit : www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

Maharajas come to London
Maharaja: The Splendour of India’s Royal Courts will open at the V&A in London on 10 October – the first exhibition to explore the world of the maharajas and their culture. 

More than 250 objects will be on display, many on loan to the UK for the first time from India’s royal collections. The exhibition will cover the period from the 18th century, when the era of the maharajas began, to the end of British rule in 1947.

Visit : www.vam.ac.uk Contact: Alex Bratt at press.office@vam.ac.uk.

The Langham, Boston

The 21st season of The Langham, Boston’s Chocolate Bar began on Saturday 12 September. The hotel’s pastry chef, Jed Hackney, leads the pastry team in creating desserts for the Boston’s Chocolate Trail, which explores the city’s famous neighbourhoods with chocolate creations. 

Visit: http://boston.langhamhotels.com. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

Yorkshire’s City of Film
The city of Bradford in West Yorkshire, UK has become the first ever UNESCO City of Film.

Visit : www.bradford-city-of-film.com. Contact Katy Conway at katy@conwaypr.co.uk
Ballet festival in Monaco 

The Monaco Dance Forum celebrates the centenary of Les Ballets Russes in Monaco during December. Visit : www.ballets-russes-monaco.com and www.visitmonaco.com. Contact : Sarah Belcher at S.Belcher@travelpr.co.uk. 

Regensburg, Germany
Visitors to Regensburg, Germany, can now explore the city’ using a Segway. The two-wheeled, computer-balanced electronic vehicles are used for guided city tours, taking in sights of the Bavarian city on the Danube such as the gothic cathedral, courtyards and private chapels of the Medieval houses or princely palace of the Thurn & Taxis dynasty. 

Visit : www.regensburg.de. Contact : Barbara Geier at Barbara.Geier@d-z-t.com. 

Legoland to open in Manchester
The UK’s first Legoland Discovery Centre will open in the Trafford Centre in Manchester in March 2010. First launched in Berlin in 2007, Legoland Discovery Centres are indoor attractions based on the Lego brick. They are designed to offer children 3–12 years old a fun, interactive and educational experience.

Visit : www.traffordcentre.co.uk and www.merlinentertainments.biz. Contact: Sally Ann Wilkinson at saw@thefirmcomms.com. 

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The year ahead

Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on events and celebrations worldwide. Sponsored by The Year Ahead.

UK Air Guitar Championships, Brighton, UK
01 October 2009 (15th)
Competitors jam to all manner of rock tunes.

Visit : www.ukairguitar.com. Contact : Christina Camm at christina@concorde2.co.uk.

Jodhpur-Rajasthan International Folk Festival (J-RIFF), India
01 October 2009 to 05 October 2009 (annual, 3rd)
Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. Features artists from across the state of Rajasthan, India and the world. Singers, dancers, instrumentalists, storytellers and artisans showcase their skills during interactive educational events, staged performances and late night jam sessions. 

Visit : www.jodhpurfolkfestival.org. Contact : Jodhpur Virasat at info@jaipurvirasatfoundation.org.

Daniel Pearl World Music Days, worldwide
01 October 2009 to 31 October 2009 (annual, 8th)
International music festival in remembrance of Wall Street journalist Daniel Pearl who was kidnapped and murdered in Pakistan. Events take place worldwide promoting tolerance and humanity through the universal language of music. In 2008 around 537 concerts were held in 50 states in the US and 60 countries. Artists who have previously taken part include Alison Krauss, Ana Cristina, Everlast, Elton John and REM. 

Visit : www.danielpearlmusicdays.org. Contact : Danielle Newman at danielle_newman@sitrick.com.

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
03 October 2009 to 11 October 2009 (annual, 38th)
Balloon Fiesta Park, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA. World's largest ballooning spectacle and also the largest annual international event of any type held in North America. Billed as the most photographed event on earth. Includes mass ascensions, fireworks displays, rodeos and numerous races, with competitors hailing from 24 countries. Attracts around 700,000 visitors.

Visit : www.balloonfiesta.com. Contact : Kathie Leyendecker at kleyendecker@balloonfiesta.com.

Cirio de Nazare, Belem, Brazil
06 October 2009 to 25 October 2009 (annual)
Largest festival of northern Brazil happens at the main port town of the Amazon. The main parade occurs on the second Sunday in October. The Saturday before the parade hundreds of boats accompany an effigy of the Virgin of Nazaré as it is brought from Vila de Icoaraci on its way to the Belém Metropolitan Cathedral.

Visit : www.ciriodenazare.com.br. Contact : press@brasilemb.org.

Hamptons International Film Festival, The Hamptons, Long Island, New York, USA
08 October 2009 to 12 October 2009 (annual, 17th)
Celebrates US independent film - long, short, fiction or documentary, and features screenings, panels and special events. Features a Screenwriters' Lab, an Industry Toast, and a Rising Stars programme. Also includes the presentation of the $25k Alfred P Sloan Foundation Award to a feature-length film which explores science and technology in new and innovative ways, while representing engineers and scientists in a 'realistic and compelling fashion'. 

Visit : www.hamptonsfilmfest.org. Contact : Lina Plath at lina@frankpublicity.com.

Middle East International Film Festival (MEIFF), Dubai, United Arab Emirates
08 October 2009 to 17 October 2009 (annual, 3rd)
Embraces all aspects of film including artistic endeavour, internationalism, finance and commercial film-making. Over 1.6 million people attend.

Visit :  www.meiff.com. Contact : Hana Al Hirsi at hana@meiff.com.

Melbourne International Arts Festival, Australia
09 October 2009 to 24 October 2009 (annual)

One of Australia's leading arts festivals.Features dance, theatre, music, visual arts, multimedia and outdoor events.

Visit : www.melbournefestival.com.au. Contact : Prue Bassett at p.bassett@melbournefestival.com.au.

The British Freestyle Dance Championships
11 October 2009 (annual)
Blackpool Winter Gardens, Blackpool. One of the UK's largest freestyle dance competitions. Includes Rock & Roll, Trios, Slowdance, Streetdance, Solos, Teams and Couples.

Visit :  www.blackpooldancefestival.com. Contact : Sandra Wilson at dancefestival@leisure-parcs.co.uk.

Cervantino International Festival, Guanajuato, Mexico
14 October 2009 to 01 November 2009 (annual, 37th)

Mexico's leading art and culture festival, first held in 1972 as a celebration of Spanish and Latin American culture, has since expanded to encompass a more global vision, with around 80 events and 36 countries participating.Traditional events take place such as Mexican hat dancing and alfresco avant-garde performances. Also features theatre, music, art and street parties.

Visit : www.festivalcervantino.gob.mx and www.guanajuato.gob.mx. Contact : info@britishcouncil.org.mx.

MTV Awards Latin America
15 October 2009 (annual, 8th)
Various venues, Central & South America. MTV presents its South American video music awards, which this year take place simultaneously at a number of cities across the Americas (confirmed cities so far include LA and Bogota). A host of top artists present prizes and perform. Seen by a worldwide audience via the MTV network. Presented in a number of categories including the Best Solo Artist, Best Group or Duet, Best Pop Artist and Best Rock Artist.

Visit : www.mtvla.com. Contact : Marimar Rive at marimar.rive@mtvstaff.com.

Glastonbury tickets go on sale
October 2009 (annual)
Tickets traditionally go on sale in April. Date was moved in 2008 in a bid to increase sales. All details tbc. Would-be attendees are required to supply a passport-style photograph along with their application.

Visit : www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk. Contact : press@glastonburyfestivals.co.uk.

Palazzo Versace (Versace Palace), Dubai, United Arab Emirates
The Palazzo Versace, a luxury holiday resort opens, located in Dubai's Culture Village. Venue follows the design lead of the first Versace hotel, opened in 2000 on Australia's Gold Coast. Features the world's first refrigerated beach - a series of under-surface pipes that cool the sand.

Visit : www.palazzoversace.ae. Contact : info@versace.com
Hejaz Railway,Amman, Jordan

October 2009-09-14

Work begins on a £180m project to rebuild the Hejaz Railway, linking Amman and Damascus with an express rail service that takes two hours to travel between the two cities.

Visit : www.jordan.embassyhomepage.com. Contact : info@jiblondon.org.

Macao Studio City, China
October 2009

Macao Studio City, Macao, People's Republic of China opens. A $2bn resort, one of Asia's first integrated leisure resort properties combining studios, retail, gaming, entertainment and world-class hotels, opens. 

Visit : www.macaostudiocity.com. Contact : Jacqueline Wu at media@macaostudiocity.com.

Moller M200 Skycar - launch worldwide
October 2009

Canadian inventor Dr Paul Moller launches his flying car.Thrust-driven by eight rotary engines and powered by a mixture of ethanol and water, the two-seater vertical take-off vehicle glides 10 ft above the ground and reaches speeds of up to 100mph. Expected to retail at under £50k.

Visit : www.moller.com. Contact Bruce Calkins at info@moller.com. 

Ferrari Theme Park, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

The Ferrari-branded theme park opens as part of the Yas Island development, a major new tourist destination featuring attractions such as a world-class motor sports racetrack, beach resorts, signature hotels, apartments, a water park and a 300,000m² retail area. Key features of the $40m Ferrari Theme Park include a 70m-high G Force Tower, an 18-screen cinema complex, interactive museum and a twin rollercoaster ride allowing visitors to race against each other.

Visit : www.yasisland.ae. Contact : info@aldar.com.

For more information on The Year Ahead visit : www.yearahead.co.uk. Contact : Robert Reeves at Robert.Reeves@profilegroup.co.uk. 

Reasons to write about

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Skibocks and Horäschlittä in Adelboden, Switzerland  

The first Skibock was developed in Adelboden, a traditional Swiss mountain village, using a sawn-down ski and some form of simple seat.

Sometime between 1920 and 1930, a family from Stiegelschwand in Adelboden took their old wooden staves without flanges (made from old barrels), screwed on a piece of wood at 90 degrees and mounted another plank onto that so it lay above and parallel to the ski below, and a winter sport accessory was created.

Today the wooden seat is screwed onto sawn-down skis and children in Adelboden have used this means of transport for many years to get to school more quickly in the winter months.

At the traditional "Horäschlittä" sledge race in February, over 100 two-man teams steer their way down Chüenisbärgli.

Visit : www.adelboden.ch. Contact : Barbara Schäfli at b.schaefli@adelboden.ch


St Kitts
British Airways is to start a second scheduled flight from London to St Kitts in March 2010.

Located in the northern Leeward Islands of the Caribbean, St. Kitts offers a diverse tourism product developed from the destination’s natural beauty, cultural heritage and rich history.  

The island’s tourism attractions include :

· hiking through the tropical rainforest
· riding the scenic railway that connects the island’s sugar plantations
· touring Brimstone Hill Fortress
· the only man-made UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Eastern Caribbean, and 
· water sports, golf, shopping, tennis, gourmet dining, or simply relaxing on one of the island’s sandy beaches.  
 
 Visit www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@river-communications.com. 
Birding in Texas
Corpus Christi, Texas has been named the bird watching title ‘America’s Birdiest City’ in the contest to determine the best American city for birding.

Hundreds of birders from around the country counted the number of species seen between 1 April and 31 May.  

Local birders counted a total of 217 species of birds in the city.

Nueces County was named the ‘Birdiest Coastal County’ along the Gulf Coast with 238 birds and San Antonio came in as the ‘Birdiest Large Inland City’ with 170 birds, while Bexar Country received the ‘Birdiest Inland County Central’ with 198 species seen.

Visit www.traveltex.com. Contact : Denise Bridgeman at denise@firstpr.co.uk. 

Borgo Egnazia, Southern Italy
Borgo Egnazia, the Mediterranean’s newest luxury resort has a soft opening in October followed by an official launch in Spring 2010.

It is located between the foothills of the Appenines and the Adriatic.

Created by the owners of Masseria San Domenico, Borgo Egnazia is looking to become one of the leading luxury family, spa and golf resorts in the Mediterranean, featuring a luxury hotel, a traditional Apulian village and 28 private villas across 20 hectares on the coast of Southern Italy.   

The main hotel will feature 63 guest rooms and suites; a variety of restaurants and bars; two outdoor and one indoor swimming pool and a grand ballroom.

The Raison d’Etre spa will include a modern-day interpretation of a Roman bath house.  

The Village, inspired by the nearby hillside towns, comprises 72 Apulian townhouses surround the central piazza, hosting 91 one and two-bedroom suites along with private Arab gardens, balconies and roof terraces overlooking the sea.  

It will include an array of bars and restaurants as well as a swimming pool, children’s facilities and a cooking school. 

In addition to the 18-hole championship San Domenico Golf course, the Resort features tennis courts, a private beach club with an additional bar/restaurant and an array of water sports.  

The Resort is a base from which to explore the entire region including Lecce’s unique baroque architecture and the UNESCO World Heritage town of Alberobello.  

Festivals and food markets throughout the year offer visitors a glimpse into the past, present and future of Southern Italy, where locals demonstrate their proud Medieval heritage, their distinct cuisine and unique identity in all its vibrant colour.

Visit www.borgoegnazia.com. For press trip requests contact Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com.

An Hawaiian Christmas 

Christmas in Hawaii comes with a definite (hula) twist, from street parades to rice cake making, golf championships as well as the beaches the world’s best surfing spots and temperatures a balmy 28 degrees Celsius

Waimea town on the island of Kauai hosts an annual Christmas parade through streets decorated with festive lighting and decorations.

Being the greenest island of Hawaii, Kauai is also home to Waimea Canyon (the 2nd largest in the US, after the Grand Canyon) and Hanalei Bay recently awarded “Best Beach in the World.” After Christmas and New Year celebrations are over, Monday 04 January is the start of the PGA tour’s SBS Golf Championship on Maui.  

Visit www.gohawaii.com/uk. For press trip enquiries contact : Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com. 

Val d'Isère, France
The expanse of L’Espace Killy, comprising Val d’Isère and Tignes, is one of the highest extended ski domains in the world and the resort of Val d’Isère itself, located at 1850m, has an unrivalled snow record. 

The resort also offers the largest Spa in the Alps, based at Hotel Barmes de l’Ours, the Michelin Star ‘La Table de l’Ours and live music at the Folie Douce above La Daille. Val d’Isère is the first ski resort to boast a 5 trident Club Med mountain and is a destination for those who are not keen skiers but still want to enjoy the snow! 

Snow-shoe hiking, ice-skating in the resort’s rink and husky sleighs are all options here and may be arranged throughout the winter months. 

During the summer months Val d’Isère has recently completed a cultural walking route for families, which links various hamlets of the area and the St Germain Chapel to the Sainte Marie-Madeleine in Le Fornet, via the Sainte Antoine chapel in Le Crêt, and passing sites such as the St Roche in the old village and St Jean on the snowfront. 

This 8km route is also available on bikes, another popular activity throughout the summer season. Other summer pursuits include horse-riding, white-water rafting, paragliding, fishing, mountaineering, trips by 4x4. 

There is also an adventure park that is great for kids and plenty of nature trails and donkey rides to get involved in. 

Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or Kathryn@grifcopr.com.

The Marine Stewardship Council
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) is an international non-profit organization set up to promote solutions to the problem of overfishing. 

The MSC runs the only certification and ecolabeling program for wild-capture fisheries consistent with the ISEAL Code of Good Practice for Setting Social and Environmental Standards and the United Nations FAO guidelines for fisheries certification.  

Visit www.msc.org Contact : Lisa M. Bailey at lisa.bailey@msc.org. 

The London Jazz Festival
The annual London Jazz Festival in association with BBC Radio 3, which takes place from 13 to 22 November, brings together an eclectic mix of jazz musicians from around the world in a variety of London venues from major concert halls to tiny clubs.

Performers will include Sonny Rollins, Cleo Laine, John Dankworth, Gilberto Gil, Carla Bley, Dave Holland, John Surman, Tomasz Stanko, Tord Gustavsen, Alan Barnes, Stefano Bollani, John Scofield and Bill Frisell with the BBC Symphony Orchestra.

The programme for this 17th London Jazz Festival will include premieres, commissions, free events and an extensive learning and participation programme.

Visit : www.londonjazzfestival.org.uk. Contact : Jacquie Chalmers at jacquie@amazingmedia.co.uk.

A place to stay

Reid's Palace, Madeira
Reid's Palace in Madeira is a 5 star deluxe hotel open since 1891 and part of the Orient Express collection of hotels. 

It has a central location in Funchal, on the top of a cliff and surrounded by a landscaped garden.

Funcho in Portuguese means Fennel, which is where the word Funchal, the capital of Maderia, is derived. 

This has inspired another new cocktail at Reid’s Palace, called the Funchal Tonic, which comprises gin, tonic and perfumed with fennel juice. This compliments the hotels extensive cocktail selection, which includes variation of the dry martini that replaces vermute with local Madeira wine.  

Visit : www.reidspalace.com. Contact : Joana Dias at joanadias@ap-madeira.pt. 

Castle Howard Hotel, York, UK
Castle Howard in Yorkshire reopens as a luxury hotel, subject to planning permission. The stately home featured in the hit 1980s TV series Brideshead Revisited, based on Evelyn Waugh's novel. The developers are not only hoping to attract tourists, but also businesses who wish to use the hotel as a venue for conferences and banquets

Visit : www.s-harrison.co.uk. Contact : Charles Vyvyan at charles.vyvyan@s-harrison.co.uk
Ritz-Carlton Toronto 

The 53 storey Ritz-Carlton Toronto luxury hotel and condominium residence opens in Toronto. Ritz-Carlton is behind the $300m development scheme. The five-star, 267 room hotel is the leisure group's first venue in the Canadian city.

Visit :  www.ritzcarlton.com. Contact : William Tiefel at comments@ritzcarlton.com.

The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida, has developed 

a vacation package transforms tired, stressed and worn-out women.

For their “Day of Beauty”, guests may want to choose one of the new innovative vinotherapy 

treatments at the Inn’s Spa on Fifth, the only spa in Naples to offer this unique therapy.

The Inn’s Fifth Avenue location puts guests in the middle of upscale shops, art galleries and sidewalk cafes and gourmet restaurants.

It is an easy stroll to the white sands of the Gulf.

Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com.  
The Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London

The £350 million Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London will open early 2010 on the South Bank.
Park Plaza Hotels Limited is owner, operator and franchisor of hotels in Europe, the Middle East and Africa.  

The majority of the group’s hotels in 56 countries operate under the Park Plaza Hotels & Resorts brand (part of Carlson Hotels Worldwide. 

Park Plaza Hotels also manages the luxury all-suite Plaza on the River – Club and Residence, London. 

Visit :www.pphe.com. Contact : Claire Felstead at cf@redleafpr.com. 
New hotels in Texas
San Antonio

The JW Marriott San Antonio Hill Country Resort and Spa in San Antonio will open on 20 January 2010 with two TPC golf courses designed by Pete Dye, Greg Norman and Sergio Garvia in addition to a 26,000 square foot spa. Visit : www.jwsanantonio.com. 

Houston

The Sorella Hotel, Houston, which has just opened close to the city’s Westchase and Energy Corridor business districts. Visit : www.citycentrehouston.com/hotelsorella.html 

The Aloft Houston is soon to open in the high-end Uptown District of Houston within close proximity to the legendary Galleria Mall and the Museum District. Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels
Austin

The Kimber Modern located just off South Congress Avenue, Austin is a contemporary European style boutique property near the Continental Club, eclectic dining and the renowned vintage shopping area. Visit : www.kimbermodern.com. 

The Hotel Saint Cecilia, named in honour of the patron saint of music, is a vintage style property featureing designs themed around music and poetry. The common library features a wide range of vintage vinyl, along with literature and films, poetry and poets and music and musicians. Visit : www.hotelsaintcecilia.com

Visit www.traveltex.com. Contact : Denise Bridgeman at denise@firstpr.co.uk.

Hotel Aurelio, Alberg, Austria
The ski and spa retreat, boutique Hotel Aurelio is located in the ski resort of Lech, near Alberg in Austria. 

The Arlberg region is considered one of Europe’s premier ski and snowboard resorts, known for its snowfall and vast ski area. While Lech itself has a strictly enforced limit on the number of ski passes issued each day to prevent overcrowding, everyone staying in the village of Lech has a guaranteed pass for the duration of their stay.

In addition to skiing and snowboarding, the concierge team at the Hotel can arrange additional activities like Nordic walking, tobogganing, horse-drawn sleigh rides, ice-skating, snowshoeing, paragliding, amongst others. 

The Aurelio Lech opens at the beginning of December 2009 for the 2009-2010 season.

Visit : www.aureliolech.com.  For press visit requests contact : Bronwen Batey at bronwen@lemongrassmarketing.com.  

Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, Bruges, Belgium
The medieval city of Bruges celebrates the festive season with the citys’ main square becoming a hustle and bustle of the Christmas market. At the centre of the market is a beautiful ice rink and for those who would like an extra wintery experience, Europe’s only Snow and Ice Sculpture Festival is held in Station Square.  

Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, the first five star hotel in Bruges, is located in Bruges’ old town only a short distance from the main market square and all the Christmas festivities.

Its Winter Wonderland Package includes tickets for the Snow & Ice Sculpture Festival, a world of mystery and magic that is sculpted from 300,000 kilograms of crystal clear ice and 400 tones of snow! 

Visit : www.kempinski.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Working with the Alliance 

The following travel partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners

Philadelphia
Philadelphia is the 2nd biggest city on the US east coast boasting a wealth of art, culture, attractions, world class dining and tax free shopping on clothes and shoes.  Just over an hour away from New York city by Amtrak rail, visit the city of brotherly love and sisterly affection.

Visit : www.philadelphiaUSA.travel. Contact : Kristel Valaydon at kristelvalaydon@amgltd.biz. 

Galapagos Expeditions
Galapagos Expeditions runs small ship cruises of the Galapagos Islands. Recently launched fully restored vintage yacht M/Y Grace.

Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com. 


Agencies

Lesley Simpson Communications 
Lesley Simpson Communications has a large portfolio of travel & tourism related clients, which includes :

· Wilderness Safaris, which includes individual camps such as Mombo & Vumbura in Botswana, as well as Serra Cafema in Namibia, River Club in Livingston and Shumba in Zambia. Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. 

· North Island in the Seychelles, which has recently undergone soft refurbishment, justifying its reputation of one of the most expensive resorts in the world. Visit : www.north-island.com. 

· Children in The Wilderness, encourages underprivileged children to take part in environmental programmes in order to enhance their knowledge of the environment  Visit : www.childreninthewilderness.com 

· The Grace in Rosebank, Johannesburg, is a 5* boutique hotel is situated in the heart of Rosebank, accessible to shopping malls, and top restaurants, as well as a close to the must visit Soweto. Visit : www.thegrace.co.za. 

· The Sandton Sun Hotel, Johannesburg is the first 5* hotel in Sandton. It is shortly embark upon a major refurbishment. Visit : www.southernsun.com. 

· The Victoria Falls Hotel is member of Leading Hotels of the World. Visit :  www.vicfallshotel.com. 

· Go To Victoria Falls is a marketing association promoting this particular part of Africa. Visit : www.gotovictoriafalls.com. 

· The Amakhosi Safari Lodge a small 5* safari lodge in Kwa Zulu Natal where ‘frogging safaris’ take over from the Big 5. Visit : www.amakhosi.com. 

· Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts is an international brand with a special focus on Seychelles.  Visit : www.banyantree.com

Visit : www.lesleysimpson.co.za.   Lesley Simpson at lesley@lesleysimpson.co.za. 

Infinity Public Relations
Infinity Public Relations specialises in travel, tourism and leisure, offering a highly targeted communications service to companies wishing to improve their media presence and consumer awareness.  

Clients include Visit Wiltshire and Dream Marine.

The agency works closely with its clients to devise strategic and creative campaigns, ensuring their profiles are raised across a broad range of media including print, broadcast and on-line, and will be delighted to hear from Alliance members.

Visit : www.infinitypublicrelations.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.

Alerts
The Alliance alerts are ongoing independent press trip opportunities.

· Great Hotels Organisation, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts worldwide through Great Hotels of the World and Special Hotels of the World would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester bjester@ghorg.com.

· Swiss-Belhotel International, which manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions, will be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to Alliance members.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.
· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.
· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at eleanore@bacall.net.
    

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four departments boasting historic chateaux, walking & cycling routes, a variety of sports and superb natural scenery and of Champagne, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.comContact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com or on 0208 614 1448.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Yapham Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.yaphamcottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436
· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.saillofts.co.uk. Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: http://www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel on +44 (0) 207 385 7090 or at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: Adrian Johnson at Adrian@lucrecommunications.com or on +44 (0) 113 243 1117 .

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com or on +44 (0)131 625 6635.

· MSC Cruises will be delighted to consider offering cruise trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.msccruises.com. Contact: Maricel Foronda at Maricel@lucrecommunications.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotel Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· Bike The Whites is New England’s inn-to-inn biking tour experience, which offers customized route planning for cyclists of all abilities, the scenic beauty of New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Bike the Whites will be delighted to hear from Alliance members. Visit: www.bikethewhites.com. Contact: Marti Mayne at Marti.Mayne@BedandBreakfast.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com or on +44 (0)207 385 7090.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Travel products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Magellan's

Magellan's, one of the worlds most trusted source of travel supplies, provides a superior selection of travel products to make travel more comfortable, safe, and rewarding.

The Magellan’s product range offers hundreds of useful and appreciated products and provides travelers with :

· a single source of state-of-the-art, quality travel products 

· up-to-the-minute and well-researched information to meet the needs of all travelers, and 

· an exceptional customer experience 

Visit : www.magellans.co.uk. Contact : Lynn Staneff at lstaneff@magellans.co.uk.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk
Girlstravelclub.co.uk is an online boutique specialising in natural, organic and stylish travel accessories for women travellers. In addition to travel gear and clothes, they also provide;
· natural travel remedies and insect repellents 

· packing lists and lots of tips for safe and healthy travel 

· their own range of recycled leather travel accessories 

· their own range of organic travel beauty products 

· responsibly sourced travel journals and stationery 

· Travelskills courses run in the heart of the Sussex countryside, providing bushcraft and survival knowledge for female travellers.

Girlstravelclub.co.uk will be delighted to offer products for review to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one, and are happy to give writers the opportunity to join them on one of their Travelskills survival courses.

 

Visit : www.girlstravelclub.co.uk. Contact Becci on 07766 016502 or at info@girlstravelclub.co.uk. 

Travel guides 

The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  Julia Spence at julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk
 

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com 

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.
Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com
 
Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Caroline Eden at caroline@kuperard.co.uk
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Europe, Middle East and Africa: Heather Carswell at heather.carswell@lonelyplanet.co.uk,  North and Central America: Rand Freedman at rana.freedman@lonelyplanet.com.au; Australia, New Zealand and Asia: Brynony  Cole at bryony.cole@lonelyplanet.com.au.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  


Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  

The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays 
The International Travel Writers Alliance
The Alliance
 
The Alliance provides information and support to over 7,200 professionals who travel to write, broadcast or create images.
 
You can see the caliber of Alliance members by visiting www.itwalliance.com and clicking on Members/member profiles. This section is updated weekly.

Alliance services in brief
 

Through the Alliance we can reach and influence professional travel writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters by :

· placing information and images on the Alliance website

· distributing travel information and story ideas to professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers through our bi-monthly bulletins

· producing Destination dossiers, which are detailed media briefings sent to members and used by partners and their agencies for press pack information

· emailing Alliance alerts to members 

· organising Destination networking events (linked to the destination dossiers)

· planning and managing individual and group press trips, and

· staging professional travel writer symposiums in key destinations
AllWays 

 
AllWays (www.allwaystraveller.com) is the new consumer travel service from the Alliance.
 
The AllWays package 
AllWays will comprises :

· AllWays traveller : the regular and special issue e-newsletters and updates for AllWays travellers 

· AllWays online : a web archive of features, images and audio/visual streaming from the Alliance's professional writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers 
· AllWays more  : a series of mini-guides providing key information in a no frills format for destinations or travel pursuits, and 

· the AllWays travel club : offering a wide range of travel discounts and incentives to AllWays travellers   
· AllWays magazine : launches as phase two of the AllWays development, will be the quality end magazine for AllWays travellers, and 
· AllWays care  : will focus on travel opportunities where there is an emphasis on social, environmental and economic responsibility. 
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